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X. 



The election of Officers shall be conducted in the following manner, viz.— Each 
Member shall be furnished with a slip of paper, on which he shall write the name or 
names of the persons whom he may judge proper to fill the respective offices of the 
Society ; and when all the Members present have written on their slips, they shall bo 
handed to the Chairman, who shall read them with an audible voice, and the Secretary 
shall take an account of them in writing, and he or they whose name or names shall 
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No religious or political debates whatsoever shall be permitted at any of the meetings 
of the Society ; such subjects being foreign to the objects of the Institution. ' 
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XII. ■ ' 

The subscriptions shaH be paid to f and the funds deposited in, the hands of the 
Treasurer, subject to the disposal of the Committee, as hereafter specified. His 
accounts shall be annually audited by the Committee, at their meeting immediately 
preceding the General Meeting in March j at which they shall be regularly produced, 
and also at every meeting of the Committee, for the inspection of Members. 

XIII. 

All accounts furnished to the Society shall be examined by the Committee ; and if 
found correct, the Chairman shall certify the same, by affixing his initials, and give an 
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XIV. 

Besides the occasional expenditure to be disbursed by the Treasurer, the Committee 
shall, at any one meeting, have power to order the application of a sum, not exceeding 
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objects of the Society. The order on the Treasurer for payment of such money, shall 
express the purport of such application, and shall be signed by the Chairman of the 
Committee. For the disposal of any greater sum, the authority of a General Meeting 
shall be obtained. 

XV. 
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be formed into a capital, and laid out, on proper security, with the approbation of the 
Committee. No part of such capital to be afterwards applied, but by authority of a 
General Meeting ; previously to which, intimation shall be always made at two meetings 
of the Committee. 

XVI. 

The Secretary shall have custody of the Records, Papers, and Books of the Society, 
to which all the Members shall have access, at any reasonable time. And all letters 
and communications for the Society shall be directed to him, and he shall lay the same 
before the Committee forthwith. 

XVII. 

The Society shall have it in their power to alter old, and enact new Regulations, at 
any General Meeting, provided that such intended Regulation shall be notified at ji 
meeting of the Committee, previously to the General Meeting at which such is proposed 
to be made. 




PREFACE. 



-AMONGST the various modes adopted by roost modern nations for 
the advancement of Science, and the investigation of natural and civil 
.History, that of establishing literary Societies seems to be as effectual as 
it is prevalent. There are few nations in Europe that have not associa- 
tions to promote Arts and Sciences; to encourage philosophical research ; 
to illustrate local antiquities, and perpetuate national History. Ireland, 
also, has had her Societies, some of whom laboured, by their publications, 
to rescue from oblivion and decay, some of the vast quantities of her 
ancient Annals, her Laws, her Poetry, and her Music. 

In the year 1740 a number of literary Gentlemen associated under the 
name of the Physico- Historical Society, under whose patronage were 
published the Histories of Cork, Kerry, and Waterford. In the year 
1752, another Society was formed in Dublin, whose views were confined 
to the publication of tracts in the Irish language. It was known by the 
appellation of Cdimtiomil gdoibilge, or Irish Society, but does not appear 
to have ever published. About this time, indeed, the first edition of 
O'Connor's " Dissertations on the History of Ireland" appeared, but we 
have no cause to infer that the work was ever encouraged by either qf 
those Societies. The publication, however, attracted a good deal of 
notice, and drew from the celebrated Doctor Johnson a letter to the 
author, on the subject of Irish literature, from which the following 
extract may not be considered impertinent. — " I have long wished that 
the Irish literature were cultivated. Ireland is known by tradition to 
have been the seat of piety and learning ; and surely it would be very 
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acceptable to those who are curious either in the original of nations, or 
the affinities of languages, to be further informed of the revolutions of a 
people so ancient, and once so illustrious. I hope you will continue to 
cultivate this kind of learning which has lain so long neglected, and 
which, if it be suffered to remain in oblivion for another century, may 
perhaps never be retrieved." In the year 1777, Doctor Campbell, 
author of " Strictures on the Ecclesiastical and Literary History of 
Ireland," was the bearer of another letter from Johnson to Mr. O'Connor, 
from which, as it has been since wilfully misquoted by Campbell, it 
becomes necessary to give the following extract, as it appears in the Life 
of Johnson, by Bos well, who may be presumed to have fairly given the 
letter as it was written by its illustrious author. — " What the Irish lan- 
guage is in itself, and to what languages it has affinity, are very interesting 
questions which every man wishes to see resolved, that has any philo- 
logical or historical curiosity. Doctor Leland begins his History too late. 
The ages which deserve an exact inquiry, are those times, for such times 
there were, when Ireland was the School of the West, the quiet habitation 
of sanctity and literature. If you could give a history, though imperfect, 
of the Irish nation, from its conversion to Christianity, to the invasion 
from England, you would amplify knowledge with new views and new 
objects. Set about it, therefore, if you can ; do what you can easily do 
without anxious exactness. Lay the foundation, and leave the super- 
structure to posterity." 

After the extinction of the Irish Society, nothing appears to have been 
done towards the publication of our History or Antiquities by any collec- 
tive body, until about the year 1782 or 1783, when some essays having 
appeared under the name of " Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis," induced 
the highly-talented authors to co-operate and found the Society of Anti- 
quaries. The principal person in the formation of this Society, and the 
publication of those tracts, was the late General Vallancey ; and the 
specimens he gave of some of our ancient laws excited much curiosity, 
and a desire for further information on so interesting a subject. Amongst 
those who were particularly charmed with its novelty and importance, 
was the late celebrated Edmund Burke. That Gentleman felt the 
matter of such vast moment to literature, that he prevailed on Sir John 
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Seabright to restore to this comitry many of her ancient records that had 
fallen into his hands, and he accordingly presented to the library of 
Trinity College, Dublin, an invaluable treasure of Irish MSS. that had 
been collected from various parts of Ireland about the beginning of the 
last century, by the learned and indefatigable antiquary Edward Lhuyd, 
author of the Archteologia. 

What were the views of Mr. Burke in this interference, and what his 
expectations from the University and the Society of Antiquaries, will 
best appear from his letter of I5th August, 1783,. addressed to General' 
Vallancey. In this he says, " I shall tell you what a judicious antiquary, 
about twenty years ago, told me concerning the Chronicles in verse- or 
prose, upon which the Irish histories, and the discussions of antiquaries 
are founded, that he wondered that the learned of Ireland had never 
printed the originals of these pieces, with literal translations into Latin 
or English, by which they might become proper subjects of criticism, 
and by comparison with each other, as well as by an examination of the 
interior relations of each piece within itself, they might serve to shew 
how much ought to be retained, and how much rejected*. They might 
also serve to contrast or confirm the histories which affect to be extracted 
from them, such as O'Flaherty's and Keating's. All the histories of the 
middle ages, which have been found in other countries, have been 
printed. The English have, I think, the best histories of that period. 
I do not see why the Psalter of Cashel should not be printed, as well as 
Robert of Gloster. If I were to give my opinion to the Society of Anti- 
quaries, I should propose that they should be printed in two* columns, 
one Irish and the other Latin, like the Saxon Chronicle, which is a very 
valuable monument, and above all things, that the translation should 
be exact and literal. It was in the hope that some such thing should be 

• 

done, that I originally prevailed on Sir John Seabright to let me have 
his MSS. and that I sent them by Doctor Leland to Dublin. You have 
infinite merit in the taste you have given of them in several of your 
collections. But these extracts only increase the curiosity and the just 
demand of the public for some entire pieces. Until something of this 
kind is done, that ancient period of Irish history, which precedes official 
records, cannot be said to stand upon any proper authority. A work o£ 
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this kind, pursued by the University and the Society of Antiquaries, under; 
ypur inspection, woi^d do honour to the nation." 

Dean Swift, also, (though fond of abusing the Irish), in a letter to the 
.E*rl of Oxford, gives much praise to our ancestors for the care with 
which they preserved the " memory of times and persons" so much 
greater than is used " in this age of learning, as we are pleased to call it;" 
and in $l letter to the Duke of Chandos, dated 31st August, 1734, he 
requests that nobleman to restore to, Ireland; by presenting, to the library 
of Trinity College, Dublin, then n^wly erected, a large quantity of her 
ancient record?, on paper and parchment, then in his Grace's possession, 
that had been formerly collected and carried off from this country by the 
Earl of Clarendon, during the time of his government here. The Duke, 
however, did not comply with the Dean's request, and the manuscripts 
still remain in an English library. 

That the ancient Annals of Ireland are of vast importance and value 
to the Historian, is an opinion not confined to the natives of these islands. 
Several learned men on the Continent have felt and acknowledged their 
credibility and utility. The Journal des Scavans for October 1764, has 
these words : " C'est un principe incontestable, que, sur Phistoire de 
chaque pays, les annales nationales, quand elles sont anciennes, authen- 
tiques, et reconnues pour telles par les etrangers, meritent plus de foi 
que les annales etrangeres." — " Plusieurs scavans etrangers, reconnoissent 
que les Irlandois, ont des annales d'une antiquite tres respectable, et 
d'une authenticity a toute epreuve." The author proceeds to quote 
upon this point, the authority of Stillingfleet and Innes, " qui n£ jamais 
flatte les Irlandois." 

However, neither the Society of Antiquaries nor the University have 
attempted or encouraged the publication of any of those pieces which 
Swift, Johnson, Burke, and others, thought of so much importance to 
literature, and to the credit of Ireland. Indeed very shortly after this 
period the Society of Antiquaries became extinct. From that institution, 
however, sprung up the Royal Irish Academy, which, notwithstanding 
that in the early volumes of its transactions, some little has been done for 
Irish Antiquities, as well as in the last volume, seems to have directed its 
principal attention to Science. 



This neglect of Irish history and antiquities induced a few individuals, 
early in the year 1807, to form the Gaelic Society of Dublin. That Body, 
within a year after their formation, published a voftimfe, containing some 
observations on the Irish language ; Tefge M'Daire's Instructions to a 
Prince, in the original language and character, accompanied by a literal 
translation into Latin, and an English translation in verse : and the tragic 
tale of the Children of Usnach, also in the original language arid charac- 
ter, with a strictly literal translation into English. 

Besides the volume now mentioned, the Gaelic Society has published 
nothing, as a Body, but indftidUal Members have published works which 
furnish the means for a complete elucidation of the History, Laws, 
Manners, and Customs of the ancient Irish. The Reverend Doctors 
O'Brien and Neilson, the late Mr. Patrick Lynch, and the late Mr. Holi- 
day, a youth of extraordinary talent and acquirements, rtiembers of that 
Society, have each published a Grammar of the Irish language, and 
Afcr. Edward O'Reilly, who was also one of its members, has lately pub- 
lished an Irish* English Dictionary, consisting of upwards of fifty thousand 
words, collected from ancient and modern manuscripts, and from printed 
books. 

Subsequent to the formation: of the Gaelic Society, all association, under 
the name of the Archaeological Society, was conlirtenCed in Dublin, for 
the same purposes as the former, but its exertions have as yet effected 
little* 

Ungrateful and useless would be the task for us to inquire, why so little 
effectual has yet been done towards the preservation and elucidation of 
our national records aiid antiquities, whilst those of almost every other 
European nation have been sedulously attended to by their respective 
people. Yet wier cannot but refgret the fact, that our ancient Manuscripts, 
the monuments of our country's fame, still remain on the shelves of 
libraries, covered with the dust of ages, and disregarded by our natives. ' 

The example of other nations should stimulate us to exertion. The 
Highland Societies of Edinburgh and London have done a vast deal for 
their nation. By them, and by their encouragement, several volumes have 
been published on Gaelic literature and antiquities; many of them are 
in the original language of their country, between which and our native 
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tongue there is scarcely any difference, being only a provincial variation 
Within a few years past the people of England have reprinted such of' 
their old Chronicles as in any manner tended to throw a light upon the 
ancient state or history of their country ; and while England and Scotland 
apply a suitable attention to the antiquities and ancient literature of their 
respective nations, shall it be said that Ireland alone in the empire, 
remains without an exertion of her sons to revive her ancient fame, and 
assert the justness of her claims as the nurse of Science, and the patron 
of Literature, to whom she afforded an hospitable asylum, when outcast 
and alienated from every other nation in Europe ! 

Prompted by all these considerations, a few Irish Gentlemen have 
formed themselves into an association, under the name of the Iberno* 
Celtic Society, for the national objects set forth in their Resolution of the 
38th of January, 1818, in these words; 

. " Resolved, That the principal objects of this Society shall be the 
preservation of the venerable remains of Irish Literature, by collecting, 
transcribing, illustrating, and publishing the numerous fragments of the 
Laws, History, Topography, Poetry, and Music of ancient Ireland ; the 
elucidation of the Language, Antiquities, Manners and Customs of the 
Irish people ; and the encouragement of Works tending to the advance- 
ment of Irish Literature." 

The list of the Members of this Association has lately been enlarged by 
the addition of some of the most illustrious and learned characters in the . 
country. From such a community much is to be hoped ; and much that 
impeded the progress of former Societies is happily removed from the 
course of this. No deficiency of members sufficiently skilled in our 
native language, is here felt ; no want of the free and open means to 
study and attain a competent knowledge of it, longer dispirits. There 
are now published Grammars and a Dictionary, by the aid of which any 
gentleman may acquire a knowledge of one of the most ancient and most 
expressive languages in the world. 

To the attainment of its end, the intention of the Iberno-Celtic Society 
is, to publish such works of merit in the Irish language, as are still 
preserved in ancient manuscripts, deposited in public libraries, or in the 
hands of individuals. Of these venerable remains of Irish learning many < 
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*re of great merit, and all deserve to be rescued from oblivion, as they 
*re fully illustrative of the history, genius, manners and customs of the 
Irish people. Some of these manuscripts are in the hand- writing of their 
respective authors. Others, the larger part we must admit, are only 
copies, but they are copies of considerable antiquity, and preserved in the 
compilations of writers of great' celebrity, such as the authors of the 
Din Seanchas, the Psalter of Cashel, the Book of Leinster, the Book 
of Glendalougb, the Ulster Book, the Munster Book, the Book of the 
Eoganachts, the Book of Meath, the Book of the Conallians, the Book 
of the Oirgiallans, the white Book, the Book of Leacan, the Book of 
Ballimote, the Book of Fermoy, the Book of Hua Conghabhala, the 
Book of Mac Partholan* the Book of Conquests, the Book of Cavan, 
Ac. Ac. Ac. and in the Annals of Tigernach, of Senat Mac Magnus, of 
Inisfallen, of Boyle, of Conaght, of the four Masters, &c. Ac. &c. and 
also in the Reim Rioghraidhe, and in the Registries of several ancient 
Aimilies, still preserved by their descendants. 

That originals of most of our earliest Records should now be lost, may 
be easily accounted for, when we consider ; 

First, That, immediately after the Introduction of Christianity, most 
of the then existing books were burned, in order to destroy the vestiges 
of Pagan superstition contained in them. Several, however, were com* 
pletely copied into the Psalter of Tara, and from it into the Psalters or 
Registries of the principal churches and religious houses in Ireland. 

Secondly, That the Danish and Norwegian invaders, who infested and 
obtained a temporary power over our country in the ninth and tenth 
centuries, committed great devastation on our ancient Records. Barba- 
rous and ignorant themselves, they took delight in the destruction of 
every thing connected with learning and science. 

Thirdly, That ever since the invasion of the island by the Anglo Nor- 
mans, under Henry the Second, the destruction or loss of the ancient 
historic monuments of the country has daily increased, partly from the 
policy of Princes ; partly from the indifference of new settlers to the 
subjects recorded ; and partly by remoVal of the natives to other lands. 

After the reign of James I. of England, when numbers of the Irish 
chiefs and clergy were deprived of their ancient inheritance, and obliged 
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to fly for refuge to France, Spain, Germany, and Italy, they carried 
with them the records of their families and the archives of their churches 
and religious houses. Hence works, in the hand-writing of their respec- 
tive authors, are not now numerous in Ireland ; and it is rather a matter 
of wonder, that so many vestiges of our ancient celebrity still remain, 
than that there are not more original documents now to be found, in a 
country which, though acknowledged to have been the sanctuary of 
science, was subject to the depredations of barbarous invaders for a 
number of centuries. 

But though many of the originals* of our ancient books are dispersed 
through the libraries of other nations, we have still some amongst our- 
selves, besides numerous authentic copies, of great antiquity, treating of 
History, Law, Topography, Poetry, Music, Astronomy, Medicine, &c. 
of which the most common are those on History and Medicine. 

The copies of our ancient Laws now extant are not numerous, though 
we are told by Archbishop Usher, that in his days the Irish had large 
volumes of their Laws in their own language ; and so late as the begin- 
ning of the last century, copies of them were common in Ireland, as we 
are assured by Thady O'Rody, an excellent scholar, who, in the year 
1699, shewed several volumes of those Laws to Sir Richard Cox, who 
had entertained an opinion that our law was arbitrary, and not fixed or 
written. However, though our Law-books are not now so numerous as 
formerly, enough still remains to show the manners and customs not only 
of the Irish people, but also much of those of the other Celtic nations : 
for Ireland never came within the pale of the Roman empire, nor was she 
eve* subjugated by any of the hordes by whom that empire was over- 
turned ; she was not even invaded by any foreign nation for several ages 
before Christianity, nor until the ninth and tenth centuries, when, in 
common with France, England, and other countries, she was exposed to 
the predatory incursions of the Danes and Norwegians. But although 
these barbarians were able to establish themselves in other countries, and 
to make some considerable settlements on the coast of our own, their 
power here was neither of extent nor permanency sufficient to produce any 
material change in the manners of the people, or the laws of the country. 
The invasion of Ireland by Henry II. of England, and the partial domU 
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nion exercised oyer the island by his successors, had scarcely any influ- 
ence on the people, or produced any change in the laws, u it til the reign 
of James I. The Irish chiefs, therefore/ succeeded to their principality, 
and governed their tribes according to the ancient laws, enacted by their 
ancestors, in the early period of their Monarchy ; and many of the Anglo- 
Normans who had obtained settlements amongst them, adopted the laws 
and manners of the inhabitants. Hence Ireland might furnish, what 
perhaps no other European nation is able to afford, a complete view of 
ancient Celtic legislation. 

To ascertain the period at which each of our laws was enacted, is, 
perhaps, at the present moment impossible : both the language and the 
subject matter of these prove their great antiquity. Many oC them were 
undoubtedly composed before the introduction of Christianity, and others 
immediately after, and certainly before the Danish invasion. That they 
were intended for the government of the entire kingdom, and not con- 
fined to particular districts, as is supposed by some ingenious writers, may 
be proved from the Law-books of the different Breithimhs, or Judges, 
still existing. Those written orpfeservaff by the M'Clancys of Thomond, 
the O'Breslin's of Fermanagh, the 6'Doran's of Leinster, and the 
M'Egans, who were the hereditary Judges of the O'Brien's of Ormond, 
the O'Reilly's of Breifne, and several other tribes, are in substance the 
same, and scarcely differ in any thing, except in the words of their 
respective glosses. 

Having shewn the ends for which the Iberno-Celtic Society is associ- 
ated, and the utility of laying before the Public some of the most valuable 
of our ancient Manuscripts, we proceed to exhibit a chronological account 
of Irish writers, and a descriptive catalogue of their works ; which shall 
be followed by another catalogue of works whose authors are not now 
known, but which are of equal value and importance to the Celtic scho- 
lar with those whose writers we are able to ascertain. From these works 
the Society, if encouraged by the Public, propose to publish a Selection 
of Annals, Laws, Poetry, &c. in the original Language, either accom- 
panied by literal Translations or not, as their means may in future enable 
them to determine. 



Iii the following account, the Libraries in which each book, tract, or 
poem is to be found, are pointed out ; and the Society earnestly requests 
that any Gentleman haying copies of these, or of any other pieces not 
here mentioned, will communicate the same to the Secretary, that the 
scholar may know where those Works may be consulted. 
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By EDWARD O'REILLY. 
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ANNO ftttTNDI 2935. 

i 

AMERGIN, son of Golarohy sirnamed Mile Sptrinneach, (the Spanish 
hero,) was brother to Heber, Heremon, and Ir, from whom the Milesian 
families of. Ireland are descended. He accompanied- his brothers, and 
the other Gatheliait chiefs, in their emigration from Spain to Ireland, 
aud waa. the poet of the colony. In the Leabhar Gahhaltiis, or Book of 
Conquests, compiled in the fourteenth century, from much more ancient 
books, and in the book of the same name, composed by the 0'Clerys r 
yi\xo wete employed in. the compilation of the annaxs of the four 
masters, at the commencement of the seventeenth century, are preserved 
thiEfejioentf, said to be written by Amwgin ; the first of these, consisting 
pf p«iy two rams,, or eight verses, begins " pi/t ctyafcttt zr } m6c,' y and 
contains the decision, of Amergin upon the proposal of the Tuatha-de- 
Danan r thai the Milesians should retire from the shores of Ireland ; the 
second consists of twenty verses* beginning "Hhu yxxi tftjienb" This is 
a particular kind off If isb versification, called con aclonj. in which the last 
word. of every verse is the same as the first word in every succeeding 
verse. The third poem consists of six ranns, or twenty-four verses, 
beginning " 3lu» goec i mr^t" said to have been composed by Amergin, 
upon his landing at Inver Colpa, near Drogheda. 

Amongst the Seabright collection of Irish manuscripts, in the library 
of Trinity College,. Dublin, class H. 54, folio 53, is preserved a small 
tract on the qualifications of a Bard, beginning " Qlocoye coijt goiftiddr 
gop ftonfft 6id 6am ct 6t;lib 6eroftib." In the third line the author informs his 
readers, that he is "Amergin Glungel, of hoary head and gray beard." — 
V Of a* 51^1*5^ street, gety glcff, sjietiat." 
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These compositions are writtea in the Bearla Feini, and accompanied 
with an interlined gloss, without which they would be unintelligible to 
modern Irish scholars. The gloss itself requires much study to understand 
it perfectly, as the language is. obsolete, and must in many places bo 
read from bottom to top. 

That these poems were really the productions of Amergin, may be- 
very reasonably doubted. Tarah, the chief residence of our ancient 
monarchs, is particularly mentioned in the second poem; and therefore,, 
unless we suppose this author to> have possessed the spirit of prophecy,, 
as well as the inspirations of poetry,, it could not have been written by 
him; as our ancient historians, agree that the palace of Tarah was not 
erected,, nor the name imposed on the hill on which it was built, until 
after the establishment of the Milesian* dynasty*. They are,, however, of 
the highest antiquity, and. their language and peculiar versification, inr 
dependent of. any other merits they may possess,, claims for them the 
attention of the antiquary, and entitles them to preservation. 

ii.. Cotemporary with Amergin, was LuGHAiDH,.son of Ith r and nephew 
of Golamh^ or Milesius*. 

In the books of Conqjuests or Invasions, already mentioned T i» preserved 
a poem, said to be composed extempore by Lughaidh,. upon the death of 
his wife Fail, the daughter of Milesius*, This poem begins " Srfiem {unb pojr 
f4n cftrfcr," " Here we sat on the beach" and is given, entire at the wotfd 
3tiT)bie<*c, in O'Reilly's Irish-English Dictionary lately published.. The- 
language of this poem does not appear ta be so old as those attributed 
to Amergin, but it is undoubtedly of very great antiquity.. It is valuable* 
as it shows in a strong light an amiable picture of female modesty,, and. 
proves how highly that virtue was estimated by the ancient. Irish.. 



A. M. 3236.. 

in. Ollamh Fodhla, monarch, and lawgiver of Ireland, established the 
Feis of Tarah, or triennial assembly of the states of Ireland, as is asserted 
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by Fercdrtne Jiky a famotfe poet, who flourished about the time of out 
Saviour's incarnation. The laws promulgated by this prince, are quoted 
in Comae's Glossary, written into the ninth century ; but we are not able 
to say where copies of them are now to be found ; perhaps some frag- 
ments of them may still exist in the large collections of Irish law* 
preserved in the library of Trinity College. 



A. M. 3596. 

rv: CtMBAETH, monarch of Ireland, wrote some laws, fragments of 
which are to be found in ancient vellum MSS. in the library of Trinity 
College, Dublin. Class H. 53 and 54. 



A. M. 3619. 

v. Boigne Kosgadhach (Royne the Poetic): son 1 of Dgoine m6r r flou- 
rished in the time that his brother Mal was monarch of Ireland. 

In the book of Invasions we find a poem ascribed to this author, 
giving an account of the peregrinations of the Gathelians, and the names* 
of their chiefs, from their departure from* Egypt, until their arrival in 
Spain, and afterwards in Ireland ^ with an account of the partition of 
that country amongst the sons of Milesius. The poem begins " 31 mec 
am Ugdme." " Oh praise-worthy son of Hugonyf and contains an 
answer to some enquiries made by his brother Mai, upon the origin l of , 
the Irish people. 

If every other proof of the antiquity of this piece were wanting, the 
language alone would be sufficient to evince its early composition. In 
fact, it would be nearly unintelligible to Irish readers of the present day, 
if it ware not for the interlined gloss that accompanies the text, and: 
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even the Glossi* «o. .obsolete, that none but those who have made Irish 
B|j§S, a particular ^udy^ afe.atyte to interpret it. SogM} laws, said to 
be writyep by this prince, are still to be found in some of pur old books. 
A. copy of th§ poem is in^^e collection, of^mAnupcripjs jo possession of 
*& AmtMt&esrfterxiQ this Society. 



A. M. 9900. 

vi. JEochaidh, son of Luchtna, King of Munster, flourished at this 
time, and wrote «om$ lpws, ffagnjspts only qf which are now to be 
found. 



A. M. 3902. 

vii. Sean, son of Agaidh, flourished at this time. He wrote a code of 
laws called Fonn Seanchas mar. A complete copy of a law tract bearing 
this title is to be found in the Seabright collection- of Irish MSS. in the 
Library of Trinity-College, Dublin, H. 63, pag. 13. and another in 
H. M. pag. 358. 



< - 



. - A. M; 3940. 

jpii. Cong^ son. and jpoet , t«i Eoofcaidb, FejdJMioeh, Monareh of 
Ireland, flourished at this period. He wrote some laws . quoted in our 
Fenian Institutes, , and. a, poem.oC .tbjrty/rfour. verses, beginning "Cot 
o<#n tmQ6 fyc* £Di%," upon the deaths of the. seyen . Maim&, celebrated 
in' the historic tale of Tain bo Cuailgne, Qopiea.of this poem are to be 
found iu the collections of different Members of the Hxtrna-Celtic Society. 
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One copy, written oft tellum, A. D. 1430, by Adam O'Cianan, a famous 
scribe, is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 
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ix. Adhna, chief P8£t of Ireland, ftonrished fti the early part' of the 
reign of Conor" Mac Ne«a oxer theptovmce of tflsiiefc Some fragments 
of laws, said to be the joint production of him arid others, are stilt in 
existence in tlfe- library of Trinity College, l)ablm.^— He was the father 
of Neide, who malatatnBd th£ celebrated contest with PWceirthe tne 
poet, for the OlIato^s'<T*roffe6br*) Chair- of Ireland. 

x. Attbesatae «httfe^ritb:A<lhkw,floUrfehedAT^iAiR>E, of BmnEdair, 
(Howtb) who, u\ider the general proscription of the' poets, in the reign 
of Ae monarch CoWarirefhe ftrst, fled with the rest of the bards of Ireland' 
into Ulster, where they received shelter 'aft* prdVctibii from Conor Mac 
Nessa* king of that province^ and Hie' Maecenas of Ireland. Here' 
Athairne, Forehern, P^cetrtfiie> *tfd Nehfe, cotopiletf a code of laws, 
which, m comdion with* the' mttf tttteS of otKW lkabhtdiries, (lawgivers,? 
are called by the general -flattS of ^reSth€ NehHhidh, or laws of the 
nobles, improperly translate* by O^laberty, (TCbimor, and 1 others/ 
<* Cele»tialJu4gm/ltir' ~ ; < ' 

xi. At this time also flourished Fokchern, the poet, who, O'Flaherty, 
the venerable Charles O'Connor, Columbanus, and others, say wrote the 
Uraicepht nam Eigeas, or primer of the fea\hed. But this cannot be 
true, unless w suppose that Fotchertt and" Ferceirtne are the same 1 
person. For 4 in 'the account prefixed Wthb oldest copies (and indeed to 
all die copies that we hav« seen) of this work, ft is ascribed to Fercefrtoe; 
thus " litori iftf&yiKMfiiim. loflc b&, OMti (Date ; <hmfij» *$ <hmfi|i Codco-' 
bttiri tow ^effO; P^f* '^ peijtiftp&ie jiile ;' «i'fceTj6, Mn, do b/uMC deyo pdi^f 
w p« r ," « the Book of F«rceMWi here. I& place, Emania of Madia,' 
(now Ardraagh) ; its time, the time of Conor, son of Nessa ; its person, 
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Ferceirtne the poet ; its being done, moreover, to bring ignorant people 
to knowledge." 

xn. Fercejktne Jile^ {the poet,) upon the death of Adhna, the chief 
Bard of Ireland, was appointed to the vacant professor's chair by Ollioll 
and Meidhhhe, king and queen of Conaght. We have seen above, that 
he was .the author of the Uraicept, er Uraicecht. 

In the Seabright Manuscripts in the Library of Trinity College, class 
H. 54. fol. 49. is preserved Ferceirtne's eulogium of Curaidh, son of 
Daire, or " Vlmpa Condon," beginning JMi hdM ftomtfmip)," and in thepame 
book, At folio 152, is a law tract, attributed to the same author. 

In the Book of Invasions, contained in the Book of Leacan, and in . 
the Book of Invasions compiled by the O'Clerys, in possession of the . 
Assistant Secretary, is preserved a poem, consisting of thirty-two verses,, 
written by this author. It begins " Ollaro potfld, peocaijt 501/' u Ollamh 
learned, a fighter valiant," and accounts for the establishment of the 
Feis of Tarah, the erection of the Muir OUamhain, or College of Pro- 
fessors, by Ollamh Fodhla, and gives the names of six monarchs of his 
race, who succeeded him without the intervention of a prince of any other 
family ; a thing very uncommon in those days. It also accounts for the 
origin of the names of Munster, Leinster, Ulster, &c. There is a copy of the 
Uraicept (or Uraicecht, as some copies have it) in the Book of Bally mote, 
in the library of the Boyal Irish Academy, written about the year 1390; 
another in the library of Trinity College ; a third, in a large and very 
valuable vellum book, the property of Sir William Betham; and a fourth > 
in the collection of MSS. belonging to the Assistant Secretary of this 
Society. 

Kin. Nejde, the son of Adhna, though younger than Ferceirtne, 
Forchern and Athairne, was their cotemporafy. He was in Alba (Scot- 
land) at the time of his father's death, and hearing of that event, and 
that Ferceirtne had been appointed to the Ollamh's chair, he determined 
upon returning to his native country, and. asserting his right to the 
professorship.* Upon his arrival in Ireland, he , instantly proceeded to 
Eroania, and, Ferceirtne being absent, seised on the Tuidhean or Ollamh's 



robe, and took possession of the chair. Ferceirtne, hearing of this inci- 
dent, instantly returned to Emania, and meeting with Neide, a dispute 
for the professorship was carried on between the rival bards, upon the 
qualifications necessary for an Ollamh. This dispute is handed down to 
us, under the title of " QljjdUaro ab 6d f rdi6," " Dialogue of the two 
Sages." Two very ancient copies of this tract are in the Library of 
Trinity College, and a correct transcript on paper is in the collection of 
John Mac Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. a member of this Society, and 
another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

The language of this tract is the Bearla Feni, or Fenian dialect of the 
Irish, and appears to be of the period to which it is ascribed. The 
account of the work which precedes it, is mixed with fable, but it is still 
valuable, and the publication of it would, probably, prove a fact, more 
to the literary credit of ancient Alba, than all that the Highland Society 
have been able to produce on the subject of the poems of Oisin, or Ossian r 
as he is called by English writers. 



A. M. 3982. 

xiv* At this period flourished Lughar, the poet of Olioll and Meidhbh T 
king and queen of Conaught. He wrote a poem of 156 verses on the 
descendants of Fergus, son of Roigh, beginning " Clanfc frhepgufa claim, 6f 
cfic," " The family of Fergus, a trib* superior to all." The poet inform* 
us, in the last rann but one of his poem, who he is, and for what purpose 
he composed his verses. His words are 

a 1f roe tugajt pile peig. fcjtaoi COeibBe if OiMl peil, 
bo cum rjd ftairjf i co becfc, 6'p rjl R015 a ccjtuacair) Condbc" 

" I am Lughar, an acute poet, Druid of Meidhbh and generous Olioll; 
I made these ranns correctly, for the blood of Roigh in Crochan Co- 
nacbt;" 

A copy of this poem is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

e 



A. D. 90. 

*r. Mohan, Chief Judge to Feradhach Fionnfachtnach, Monarch of 
Ireland, wrote some laws which are now only known by quotations from 
them, in the works of some more modern writers. His testamentary 
precepts to his King Feradhach, are preserved in very ancient manu- 
scripts. They begin " Qibjiae 60 comlrf d mo ffcjte nutrtt gwcvti. flobttfo buavi 
" ti5«i|te. 5$ \m rec djt <X pollmai£tejt pff 4C ; pojt bejt pijt pna6 9 brawii) mo 
" bjxiid »o mo fcjtiaiju* fie mMf ." a Arise, proceed, my Nere of noble 
" deeds. Observe this brief address. Short is the way in which the wise 
u are directed. Bear hence these words of truth, let my dying words 
" be perpetuated." 

This tract is valuable, as it shews the opinions of the ancient Irish upon 
the qualifications necessary for a just and good prince. The language 
is nearly the same as that of the laws, and it may be presumed is really 
of the period assigned to it. 

A fine copy of this tract, accompanied with an interlined gloss, is in 
the manuscript collection belonging to the Assistant Secretary of this 
Society. 



A. D. 9*. 

*ri. FuftADACH JtonfachtnacJi, Monarch of Ireland, promulgated those 
tews which obtained for him the glorious title fionfachtnach, i. e. Fair 
and Just. 



A. D. Ml. 

xvn. Modan, son of Tulban, lived in the reign of Conn of the Hun- 
dred Battles. He wrote a book for the unlearned, called CDcttl bjxeU, or 
Just decision. 



xviii. Cotemporarv with Modan was Ciothiwami the poet. He was 
the messenger sent by Conn of the Hundred Battles to Mac Neid, with 
proposals for peace, ai£f upon this occasion composed his poem beginning 
" ?l roeic 6ed»<xi6 fit Je COac Neifc," " My son, make peace with Mac 
Neid." This poem is given in the Leabhar Muimhneach, or Munster 
Book, a copy of which is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. IX 180. 

is, son of Lpchta, lived in the time that Conn 
rued Ireland. He wrote a poem, beginning ' 
," upoa the five bamn roads, said to he mat 
Conn's birth. This poem is given in the Di 
Leaian, folio £29 # column £, as autlierity < 
SUehe Dili, or JDala's way. 



A. D. 200. 

xx. Ouoll Olum, king of Munster, was son-in-law of Conn of the 
Hundred Battles. He died, according to the " Four Masters, 9 ' in the 
year 284. But the annals of Iaisfallen represent him as Irving in the 
year 254. O'Flaherty differs from both these authorities, and says he 
died A. D. 237. It is said he was the author of pome poems, and par* 
ticularly one beginning " ?t m<ictb» m M ci cite fo," is ascribed to him. It 
is addressed to his grandson Fiach, whose father and five other sons of 
Olioll were killed at the battle of Mucruimhe, A. D. 195. But although 
this composition is certainly ancient, there are some allusions in it that 
would lead one to think it was not the work of a Pagan author. The 
poem beginning " Dei ft mo fciai" is also attributed to this prince. 
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:xxi» About the same period in which Olioll lived, flourished Fachtna, 
son of Sencha, a compiler of laws, sometimes referred to by later writers 
upon that subject. 



A. D. 250. 

xxn. Cormac, son of Art, monarch of Ireland, lived at this period. 
He caused the Psalter of Tarah to be compiled, as the depository of the 
records of the nation. This was long considered as lost, but is now said, 
perhaps not truly, to be extant in the British Museum. He wrote some 
laws, an imperfect copy of which is to be found w the Seabright collec- 
tion in the library of Trinity College. One tract, beginning <r Of lift pogla 
CCS 1 ***" treats of the privileges and punishments of different ranks of per- 
sons, and draws a line of distinction between undesigned injuries, such 
as those suffered by unavoidable accident, and those happening by neg- 
lect. The commentator on this law, makes some observations on the 
number four, and assigns reasons why that number should be preferred 
to others. Cormac also wrote instructions for his son Cairbre Liffeachar, 
who succeeded him on the throne of Ireland. These instructions are 
called Cedgdfg J^°E^ or ro y a l precepts. A copy of the precepts of 
Cormac is preserved in the book of Leaean, another in an ancient and 
very valuable vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, another 
copy or two may be found in the library of Trinity College, and others 
in the collections of different members of the Iberno-Celtic Society. 
The copy belonging to the Assistant Secretary begins " <f rd Ctji)6, d 
CojtSmdic, ol Cdi/ifyte, ci6 if beat 60 f?i ? JMi». Ot Cojiroac. 1f 6efc 60 diYjnwe cm 
6ebaib ; pof 6<x6 an pejtg ; f o-dgallrod cen mopbtxcz ; beiixbe f encuf <* ; p jticpola 
ptyut; pijt coop;UiQ6b; c/tocdiftecdnblucaigefc; y*it.6otutfcc<fi&; jutfcd ecfamld ; 
b/teua piftcc ; 5C1II mgltffaiti; flogrfib p;tid beibepe; zpofoati pop. coigc/iiocaib ; 
roojidbgdc »eime ; <Nj4im6e pile; cu>ft<a> be n$," 7c. "O descendant of Conn! 
O Cormac, said Cairbre, what is good for a king ? That is plain, said 
Cormac. It is good for him to have patience without debate ; firmness 
without anger.; easy address without haughtiness ; attention to the pre- 
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cepts of the elders, (laws); just covenantsahd agreements to strictly 
observe ; mercy in the execution of the laws ; peace with his districts ; 
boundless in rewards; just in decisions; observant of his promises; hosting 
with justice ; protecting his boundaries ; honoring each noble ; respecting 
the poets ; adoring the great God," &c. This tract, occupying six folio 
pages, closely written, is carried on by way of dialogue between Cairbre 
and Cormac, in which the former asks the opinion of the latter upon 
different subjects, relative to government and general conduct, and 
Cormac, in his replies, gives precepts that would do honor to a Christian 
divine. 

It may not, perhaps, be improper to observe that Cormac was the 
father-in-law of the famous Fionn Mac Cubhail, General of the Fianna 
Eirionn, and father of Oisin the poet ; and, consequently, if the genuine 
poems of Oisin were extant, their language would be the same as that of 
Cormac's works, which are nearly unintelligible to the generality of Irish 
readers, and completely so to the vulgar. The language of those poems 
which the Highland Society have given to the world as the originals of 
Oisin, is the living language of the Highlanders of the present day, and 
if properly spelled and read by an Irish scholar, would be intelligible to 
the most illiterate peasant in Ireland. A comparison of the languages of 
Cormac and the Scotch Oisin, might probably go Car towards ascertaining 
the period in which the Highland Bard was born. 

xxiii. Fithil, Chief Judge to Cormac, wrote some laws, fragments of 
which are to be found in the old vellum MSS. in the library of Trinity 
College. 



A. D. 2T0. 

xxiv. Fergvh /inbef, son of Fionn Mac Cubhail, and brother of Oisin, 
flourished at this period ; he wrote a poem, beginning " Cibjtd jfenga/tmn* 
poffldf ," which is given in full in the Dinn Senchas, as authority for the 
account there given of the origin of the name of the fountain of Sengarmna. 
See Dinn Seanchas under the year 550, preserved in the book of Leacan. 
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velfem rtj|prt»cript in the library of Sir William Bethany 
tiot of the Assistant Secretary. 
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A. D. 260. 

xxv. Flaithri, son of Fithil, wrote a poem, beginning u CDwfij Cofttadte 
age Cetfmfid," " The desire of Cormac, of the house of Tarah," upon the 
qualifications required by Cormac in different persons and things. Copies 
of this poem are common ; a very ancient copy is in the collection of the 
Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 28& 

xxvi. Fionn Mac Cubhail was killed this year, at Ath Bretgh on the 
Boyne, not far from Tarah. He is said to have assisted in the formation 
of some laws, in the time of Cormac Mac Art. There are *ose prophecies 
ascribed to him, which are undoubtedly the forgeries of some Christian 
writer. 

In the Dinn Seanchas contained in the book of Leacan, folio 231, col. 
4, is given* as authority for the name of Dun Fornocht, a poem, attributed 
to Fionn. This poem consists of twenty-eight verses, beginning rc fojt- 
nocz 6o bun <* Ojtiyro bean" " Fornocht to the fort of Druim Dean." 



A. D. 

xxvii. Oisin, the son of Fionn Mac Cubhail, so much celebrated for 
his poetic genius, survived the battle of GabhraAichle near Tarah, fought 
this year, in which his son Oscar and the principal part of the Fenian 
heroes lost their lives. Many beautiful poems are extant that bear the 



name of Oisin, but there are no good reasons to suppose that they are the 
genuine compositions of that bard. If ever they were composed by Oisin, 
they have since suffered a wonderful change in their language, and have 
been interpolated, so as to make the poet and Saint Patrick cotemporaries, 
though the latter did not commence his apostolic labours in Ireland until 
the middle of the fifth century, when, by the course of nature, Oisin 
must have lain in his grave about one hundred and fifty years. There is a 
prophecy attributed to Oisin, preserved in an ancient vellum MS. the 
property of William Monck Mason, Esq. a member of this Society ; but 
the first line of the poem being addressed io Oisin himself, shows it to be 
a forgery. The poem begins " 21 Oif ifj, ttt)jtai6 jtin," u O Oisin, melodious 
poet." 



A. D. 405. 

xxviii. Torn a Eigeas (the learned) poet and instructor to our mo- 
narch Niall of the nine Hostages, flourished at this time. There are 
four poems, said to be the productions of this author, handed down to us. 
The first begins " g<$ wo tjjja^s tx f*teill whit," " Receive my precepts, 
noble Niall." — The second, "bchl cat* uxijt Cojtc if N**U :" " The meeting 
of battle between Core aud Niall." — The third, " COo bfc balzm nfjtfciifc 
litjn," " My two foster-children were not indolent." In the first poem 
Torna gives instructions to his ward Niall ; in the second, he appears as a 
mediator between Niall and Core, king of Cashel, who is also represented 
as a ward of Torna's, and who had quarrelled with his foster-brother ; 
and in the third the poet describes his manner of living alternately 
between these Illustrious personages, and laments that be has survived 
them. 

That these Poems were the productions of Torna Eigeas, there are 
some strong reasons to doubt. O'Flaherty, in Ogygia, gives presumptive 
proofs that they were not ; and unless we admit that Christianity had 
made a great progress in Ireland before the mission of Saint Patrick, 
and that Torna was a -Christian, as Colgan asserts, the poems carry 



internal evidence that they were not written by him. Some Irish 
antiquaries are of opinion that they were written by Torna O'Maol- 
conaire, who lived several ages after Torna Eigeas. Be this as it may, 
the poems deserve preservation, as they give some interesting notices of 
the ancient History of Ireland, and were the cause of the literary contest 
carried on between the Bards of Leath Chuinn and Leath M hog ha (Conn's 
half and Mogha's half, or the north and south divisions of Ireland), for 
the honour and precedence of their respective Chiefs, in the reign of 
James the First of England. 

The fourth poem ascribed to Torna, is upon the burial place of the 
pagan kings of Ireland, at Relig na Biogh, near Cruachan, in county 
Roscommon. It consists of twenty-eight verses, beginning " 3ttd pizfti 
/115 poij pdil," " There is under thee a king of beauteous Fail." 

A copy of this poem is to be found in the Book of Leacan ; another 
copy is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary ; and another given 
in the History of Ireland, by Doctor Keating. 

xxix. At this period also flourished the Son of Torna Eigeas. A 
small poem by this author is preserved in the Book of Invasions of the 
O'CIery's, It begins " 2lr> z&n 60 teigmiy- 6on 6chl»" " When we went to 
the conflict," and is the lamentation of the poet for the death of his king, 
and foster-brother, Niall, who fell on the Banks of the Loire, in 
Armorica, A. D. 406. 



A. D. 433. 

xxx. Dubhthach Mac tit Lughair, was the Poet and Druid of Laog- 
haire, monarch of Ireland, at the commencement of Saint Patrick's 
mission, and was converted to Christianity by that Apostle. He was one 
of the famous Committee of Nine, who were appointed to revise the 
ancient Records of the Nation, and from them compiled that body of 
Records afterwards called the Seanchas mar. After his conversion, he 
applied his poetic talents to the praise of his Maker and Redeemer, and 
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an elegant hymn of his on that subject is preserved in the Felire Aenguis y 
or< Account of the Festivals of the Church, written by Angus Ceile-De, 
id the latter end of the eighth century ; a copy of which work is inserted 
in the Leabhar Breac, or speckled Book of the Mac Egan's, in the 
Library of the Royal Irish Academy, and another more ancient copy is 
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary to this Society. 

In the year 1797, the. late General Vailancey published a paper, 
addressed to the President and Members of the Royal Irish Academy, 
in vindication of the ancient History of Ireland, in which he introduces 
what he calls a translation of the hymn above mentioned. But the 
learned General fell into a great error in supposing the contraction Cr. 
in the original, to mean Creas, the Sun, and he therefore denominates this 
hymn, " A hymn to Creas, or the Sun." A knowledge of the original, 
and a little attention to its general contents, would be sufficient to 
convince that the hymn was addressed, not to the Sun, but to the Almighty 
God, who created the Sun and all that exists. 

The Hymn begin s " Sen a Cjufc mo labjui, 

" 01 comdiu yc6c Dime! 
rt Ro robejtc robrditS lejti, 

Literally €€ Bless, O Christ, my words, 

" Thou Godhead of the seven Heavens ! 
" Who gavest the gift of Religion, 
" O King of the resplendent Sun !" 

The word Comoiu, or Comde, as it would be written in modem Irish, 
which 1 translate the Godhead, strictly means the joint God y or the 
united persons of the Blessed Trinity, and is, and always was, used in 
that sense, and in no other. This, and the mention of the seven Heavens, 
is sufficient to show that the author was a Christian, and who, therefore, 
would not deify a creature. 

In the leabdji uet ccedfic, or Book of Rights, is preserved a very old 
poem ascribed to Dubhthach. It begins, " f*i olig cu^c no ce»6di£ete« 
$ m pli£ pfiwUb," " There is no right of visitation or headship (supe- 

f 



XXVlll 

riority) over the truly learned Poet." This poem is on the privileges 
of the Bardic Order. There is also preserved in the same Book another 
poem, of three hundred and ninety-two verses, ascribed to Dubhthach, 
beginning " Ceam& rec txmh mdc Cyjd6:" « Tarah, house in which dwell 
the descendants of Conn." — This poem is on the privileges of Tarah, the 
rights and revenues of the Irish monarchs, and the subsidies paid by 
them to the provincial princes and heads of tribes. Some doubts may 
be reasonably entertained that this latter poem is the production of 
Dubhthach. 



A. D. 468. 

xxxi. Saint Beinin died on the ninth of November, in this year. He 
was the son of Sescnen, a man of great power in Meath, who entertained 
St. Patrick ou his way to Tarah, and was, with all his family, converted 
by him. Benin received Holy orders from the hands of our apostle, 
and was also consecrated a bishop by him. In the year 455, St. Patrick 
placed Benin in the Archiepiscopal Chair of Armagh, which See he 
governed for ten years ; but in 465 he resigned his bishoprick, and lived 
in retirement for three years, when he died A. D. 468. 

The Leabhar na Cceart 9 or Book of Rights, is said to be written by 
St. Benin, but of this some doubts may be reasonably entertained. Its 
language, and some internal evidences in the composition, show it to be 
at least enlarged and altered in a period nearer to our own times. It is, 
however, a very ancient composition, and throws great light on the early 
history of our country. It gives an account of the revenues and rights 
of the monarchs of Ireland, payable by the provincial kings, and by 
the chiefs of inferior districts ; the subsidies paid by the monarchs to the 
provincial kings and inferior chiefs for their services; and also an 
account of the revenues of each of the provincial kings, payable to 
them from the chiefs of districts, or tribes, in their respective provinces, 
and the subsidies paid by the provincial kings to those petty dynasts. — 



These accounts are first delivered in prose, and the same are afterwards 
recorded in verse. 

Ancient copies of this book, on vellum, are in the libraries of Trinity 
College and the Royal Irish Academy; and in the collections of Sir 
William Betham, and the Assistant Secretary of this Society. 

The title prefixed to this work, runs thus : " Tncvpiz 60 leb<g m ccetyc, 
i€ nieoftXf 60 cifdifc & 60 iu^df&ctlcnb ejtenfc, amccil 60 ojtbaig Oenen nxlc 
Sefcaen fculroce6l<cc pdtxjttticc, m$ <*6 petx lebap gltnfce &tt loia." " The 
" beginning of the Book of Rights, which relates to the revenues and 
" the subsidies of Ireland, as ordered by Benin, son of Sescnen, psalmist 
" of Patrick, as is related in the Book of Glendaloch."— -The work ' 
itself begins with " bo dligettodifc b\pc taiftl, acaf 6i<c 6fftui>, ncclf brt 
cauaiB, \nb acttf tiff, <t»6 f o f\f 9 dctif 60 ir&Hf 6<tlaifc fii CDumtfn actf 
jiigte bejterto 4 £eam* o jug Caifil id mo <><* pallna plcucif 1D6," " Of 
the just (lawful) rights of- Cashel, and of its revenues and dues, in 
" and out, here follow ; and of the subsidies of the kings of Munster, 
and of the kings of Ireland from the king of Cashel, when he has 
the government of the kingdom." Then follows, in prose, a list of 
the articles paid by the king of Cashel as subsidies to other princes, and 
of his rights of entertainment, <fec. from them; this is followed -by the 
same account, in a poem of 88 verses, beginning " &lige<u> cac jugo jo 
" Cdiyil," " The dues of each king from the king of Cashel." Then is 
given an account, iu verse and prose, of the revenues of the king • of 
Cashel, from the princes of Muscrey, Uaithne, Ara, Corcoluidheacb, 
Corcoduibne, Cianruidhe-Luachra, Corcobaiscin, and Borrin. The poem 
of this part is of 52 verses, and begins "Cepz Caipl cer> Cjtdb," "The 
" rights of Cashel without vexation." By this aecount it appears that 
the king of Cashel received annually from the above districts 2,300 oxen ; 
five thousand five hundred cows.; four thousand four hundred swine; 
one hundred vessels of strong drink ; one thousand rams ; two hundred 
wethers; and one hundred garments. A further account of the rights, 
&c. of the king of Cashel is then given, which says, that when he was not 
monarch of all Ireland, that division of it called Ueath Mogha was under 
his controul, and contributed to his revenues. The tributes paid by* the 
king of Leinster and the remainder of the states of Munster to the king of 
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Cashed are then recited in prose, and supported by four poem*. The 
first begins, " Oencn fcenMcc fO|t m gc*," " Benin, blessing on the birth. 
2d. " C\f Cd«f it an cuolafedjt," « The rents of Cashell have you heard. 
3d." / Heola\sC0umr)n)o^," " O ye learned of great Minister." 4th. " 3l« 
" funb fciKUf {t&c fpeai" " Here is the history of unoppressive tax- 
" ation." Then follows an account of the royal mansions of Cashel, 
supported by a poem of 44 verses, beginning " Qtjtif petffabg n&nfi-" . 

After Cashel follows an account of the rights, revenues, and privileges 
of the king of Conaught, and the subsidies paid by him to the petty 
chiefs of his province. This part begins, " Cvf* *cdf cutjitffMil Con- 
€€ Met, .1. mop. cif Ombabc tcejt hdtai ttedf cown&eacc CeMinuf co cpua- 
l«n" " The revenues and subsidies of Conaght, t. e. the great rents of 
" Conaght, both food (or entertainment) and attendance* First to Cru- 
" achan." An account is then given of the rights and privileges of the 
Conaght kings. The poem begins " Cipng fie fecmctff ndc froill/' 
" Hear ye a story not. contemptible." This is followed by an account of 
the subsidies paid by the king of Conaght to the subordinate chiefs of 
his province. The poem here begins, " Cutydfttfl cr,ab Qonbdtz" 
" The wages of the province of Conaght'' 

In this province, as in that of Monster, there were some tribes free 
from regal taxation, and who had other -extraordinary 'privileges? above 
the other clanns of the province. In Conaght these were the 4bh 
Briuin ; the Siol Muireadhaigh ; the Ibh Fiachra ; - and tfae Cenel 
Aodha. 

The account of Conaght is succeeded by that of Ailigh (Oileack, the 
residence of the northern Ibh Neill) or Ulster. The rights and dues 
of the king of Ailigh is first given, the poem of which contains fifty-six 
verses, and begins " Cepc jn *ilig ecfui ;" " The right of the king of 
Ailigh hear ye." Then follows the subsidies paid by that prince to his 
inferior chieftains; and also the subsidies received by him from the 
monarch of Ireland, whenever the king of Ailigh was not monarch 
himself. The metrical account of this consists of eighty verses* begin- 
ning, "31 pijt ft* D6$cdf p> cr*R>i" " Oh man, if thou goest north- 
" ward." 



• 



The rights and privileges of Oirgialla follow next in order. The 
verses are sixty-four in number, beginning " CifXijj C6n> clt^eb^, " " Listei^ 
to the tribute you have heard." The subsidies received by the prince of 
Oirgialla, from the monarch of Ireland, and also the subsidies paid by 
him to his chiefs, are then set forth* The poem, here consists of eighty 
verses, begins <c 1n eeijT fed po iiwnfc ColUj,". " This inquiry on the de-* 
scendants of Colla." 

Next follows an account of the subsidies received by the king of Uladh, 
(Down, Armagh, &c. at present) from the monarch pf Ireland, when he 
was not monarch himself,, and also the subsidies paid by him .to his chiefs 
of districts. The verses here are eighty, and begin " Tied f un6 f 06$ Ulab/' 
" Here are the emoluments of Uladh," This is folio wed by an account of 
the provisions and revenues of Uladh* The verses are forty-four in 
number, , of an uncommon measure, beginning >' 61*516 jtig Cafnua dctff 
Ukb ; " « Dues of the king of Emania and Uladh." 

The rights of the king of Tarah are next set down, and the subsidies 
paid by him to the subordinate chiefs of .Meath. This section informs 
usj that, when the king of Tarah was not monarch of Ireland, he received 
as a subsidy from the monarch, one hundred swords, one hundred shields, 
one hundred horses, one hundred coloured garments, and one hundred suits 
of armour. The poem belonging to this part, consists of fifty-six verses, 
beginning « 6I1516 fti Ceomfi* wjjnm,^" " The rights of Tarah *s king I here 
rehearse." This is followed by an account of the revenues of the kings of 
Meath. The metrical account is in fiftytwo verses, beginning " Of tudit 
COttM rnoji id y eel ;" « Tax of the district of Meath, great the report." 

Then follows the will of Cathaoib mor, king of Leinster, and mtftiarcb 
of Ireland, A. D. 122, by which his kingdom and his property are divided 
among his sons. This is followed by a poeta of eighty verses, attributed 
to Benen, showing the subsidies the king of Leinster was to receive 
from the monarch of Ireland, when he did not fill that high office 
hi til self. It also gives an account of the subsidies paid by the king of 
Leinster to the subordinate chiefs of his province. The poem begins 
" Cejtc jtig uxigen fto lucuS Oerjeu," •' The rights of the king of Leinster, 
Benen relates." This poem alone is sufficient to prove what I have said 
in the beginning, that this work, in its present form, is not the work of 
Benen. 
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The next article is an account of the contributions to if hieh each of the 
district chiefs of Leinster was subject, for support of the king of that 
province. The metrical account here consists of sixty-eight verses, be* 
ginning " Coiyn6, tk Icogtmi utf Idoc," " Listen, oh Leinster of heroes." 

This is succeeded by a poem of seventy-two verses, giving an account 
of the Galls of Dublin, at the Coming of Saint Patrick ! ! ! The poem 
begins " 2lctf fwnb femcdf f u£c f erjg," €€ Here is a pleasant agreeable 
history." 

The privileges of the poets and their rewards are then recited ; the 
prose account is supported by a poetical account, ascribed to Dubhthach 
mac ui Lugfurir, beginning " m 6I15 cu£z do centaigecr, «ft in piligpft eolac," 
" There is no visitation nor superiority over the truly learned poet." 

The Book of Rights closes with an account of the rights of the king of 
Tarab, and; of the privileges and subsidies that all the princes of Ireland 
had a right to receive from him when he was monarch of Ireland. This 
account is in a poem of three hundred and ninety-two verses, ascribed to 
Dubhthach mac ui Lughair, beginning "Ceorog zee a robi mic Cuid6," " Tarah 
house, in which are the descendants of Conju" — See Dubhthach mac ui 
Lughair, under A. D.433. 



A. D. 499. 

xxxii. Saint Cailin, first bishop of Down, wrote some prophecies in 
Irish verse, but we cannot be sure that those now extant ascribed to him 
are genuine. That beginning " Gifte, oil oiler)/' " Eire, noble island," 
said to be written by this author, gives, by way of prophecy, a catalogue 
of Irish kings, and counts two hundred and twenty-seven years from the 
battle of Clontarf. It may therefore be presumed that it was not written 
before the middle of the thirteenth century. 
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A. D. 500. 

xxxiii. Saint Fiech, the first bishop of Sletty, was a disciple of Saint 
Patrick, and flourished for some years after the death of his master. . He 
wrote a hymn in Irish, consisting of one hundred and thirty-six verses, in 
praise of our apostle, in which he recites his parentage, and shows that 
the place of his nativity was Tours, in France. It begins " 5«n<J pduc/tcucc 
i oero Cirj ji," " Patrick was born in holy Tours." A very ancient copy of 
this poem, finely written on vellum, is in the library of Trinity College. 
It has been printed different times ; first in Colgan's " Acta Sanctorum" 
with a Latin translation ; next in the first edition of Vallancey's Irish 
Grammar, with a faulty English translation; again in the year 1792, 
by a Mr. Richard Plunkett, a neglected genius of the county of Meath, 
who, in pages opposite to the original text, gave a version into modern 
Irish ; and lastly, by the late Mr. Patrick Lynch, in his " Life of Saint 
Patrick," with a correct English translation. 

xxxiv. Cotemporary with Saint Fiech was Saint Cianan, first Bishop 
of Duleek, in Meath. He wrote a life of Saint Patrick, in Irish ; but 
those lives of our Apostle, which we have seen ascribed to St. Cianan, 
were certainly written at a much later period. 



A. D. 523 or 525. 

xxxv. On the first of February, in either of these years, died Saint 
Bridget, Patroness and first Abbess of Kildare. She wrote a Rule for 
her Nuns in her native language, which is said to be extant, but we are 
not able to point out where it can be found. 



A. D. 526. 

xxxvi. Holy Brogan died in this year. He wrote a hymn in praise 
of Saint Bridget, which Colgan published, with a Latin translation, in 
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in iiis Life of that virgin. It was again published in 1792, with a version 
in modern Irish, by Mr. Richard Plunkett, of the county of Meath, 
already mentioned. 

Manuscript copies of this poem are in the library of Trinity College. 
It begins " J*h c£ Ojiiccic buocbocc bit," " Bridget glorious, loved not the 
world." 

According to O'Flaherty, Brogan wrote the poem beginning \" ?l coigiotf 
cam c|pfie CftrdiS " but, for an account of this poem, see Giolla na 
naomh O'Dunn, under the year 1160. 



A. D. 52T, according to Tigernach, but 541 according to the 

Four Masters. 

xxxvii* In either of the above years died Saint Ailbe, first Bishop of 
Emly. He wrote a Rule for Monks, in Irish verse, ancient copies of 
which are in possession of different members of the Society, and the 
language is a strong proof that the work is genuine. It begins " 2lppai/t 
fcrfro ftti rode Stfjtdir), ^f zjiom 4n wijti gdibef y bab lejt, bdb peig a cufcay , cpi 
gdi mudbi cit) pale," " Say from me to the son of Sarain, weighty is the 
charge he takes; be his conscience clear, without falsehood, without 
pride, without fraud." 



A. D. 533. 

xxxviii. Holy Cairneach was a priest, and cotemporary with Muir- 
certagh mac Earc, monarch of Ireland, who died A. D. 533, and whose 
death Cairneach foretold, as is asserted. Some poems, and prophecies 
in metre, attributed to him, are given in the " Omedfc GDr;|tce<c<ti5 ioeic 
edfica," or " Death of Murkertagh, son of 'Earc? a very ancient his- 
torical tale, in prose and verse, in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



He is quoted in the Book of Invasions, by the O'Clery's, page 182, in 
possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 540. 



xxxix. About this time died Saint Iarlath, first Bishop of Tuam. 
Some prophecies, in Irish verse, ascribed to him, are extant, a copy of 
which is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary to this Society ; 
but some reasonable doubts may be entertained of their genuineness. 



A. D. 544. 

xl. On the 12th of October, in this year, died Saint Bearchan, of 
Glasnaidhin, on, the North Bank of the River Liffey. In the Fetire 
Aonguisj or Festivals of the Church, written by Angus Ciile De, at the 
latter end of the eighth century, under the festival of Saint Bridget, on 
the first of February, a small poem of Berchan's, in praise of that Saint, 
is given. It begins " h bar) a hpc m leiftg," " The woman, O Liffey of 
plains." There are some Irish prophecies ascribed to him, which others, 
with more propriety perhaps, attribute to St. Braccan. 

See under Bracan, at A. D. 650. 



A. D. 549. 

xli. St. Ciaran, of Cluain-mac-Nois, died on the 9th of September 
this year. He wrote a Rule for Monks, in Irish metre, said to be 
amongst the MSS. of Trinity College library ; but in the present im- 
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perfect state of the catalogue of MSS. in that library, we have not 
been able to discover it. 



A. D. 550. 

xlii. At this time died Beg mac De. Some prophecies attributed to 
him are still extant. In a very ancient vellum MS. in the collection of 
William Monck Mason, Esq. is to be found one of those prophecies, begin- 
ning " JMi bid cjitiba 4 cecity," " There will be no devotion in churches j" 
and a copy of the same prophecy, and another, beginning " Olc hi g 
upid," " Evil the practice of sorcery," are to be found in an ancient 
MS. in possession of the Assistant Secretary. In an ancient and very 
valuable vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, is to be found 
a poem of two hundred and eighty-eight verses, ascribed to Beg mac De\ 
beginning " Cjw6e tjac pjlDgeocrfc jiig jteil," " Three things a lawful king 
suffers not.' 1 In this Poem the author foretels the evils and destruction 
that were to fall upon several places and things in Ireland. This writer 
was descended from Cormac Gas, through Conall Eachtuaitk (of the swift 
Morses) king of Munster, A. I>. 866. 

Tigernach, the Annalist, who died in A. D. 1088, mentions the death 
of Beg mac De, under the year 551, m these words, " bif Oecc mac bi 
ad pu6," « The death of Beg mac D6 the Prophet." 

The " Four Masters" say his death happened, hi the year 557, and 
relate that event in these words, " S. Oecc nwc be, JMrt> ofpbectjiC 6ecc," 
" St. Beg mac De, a noble Prophet, died." 

xliii. Cotemporary with the last-mentioned writer was Amergin Mac 
Amalgaid, chief poet to the monarch Dermod, son of Fergus Ceirbheoil y 
who ascended the throne of iretanij, A. D. 544,. and after a reign of 
twenty-one years, died in A. D. 565. This poet was the original author 
of the Qinn . Seanchas, or History of noted places in Ireland ; a work 
which has been enlarged by other writers who lived some ages after the 
time of Amergin. Indeed some of it miist have been written after 
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tbe ydftf 1024, In which year Cuan O'Lochain was killed ; for some 
poems of that writer are given in full in this work, and extracts frofti 
some others. 

The work accounts for the origin of the names of several mountains, 
hills, raths, pfctins, glenns, rivers, &c. in Ireland ; and, although much 
blended with fable, is extremely curious, and may be considered valuable, 
for some authentic anecdotes contained in it, of several of the most re* 
markable characters in ancient Irish history. The account of each 
mountain, plain, river, &c. is first given in prose, atid supported by 
poems, or extracts from poems of some of our early writers, as Finin mac 
Luchna, a poet of the second century ; Fiorni taac Cubhail ; Fergus 
Finnbel, younger brother of Oisin, who lived in the third century ; and 
some others. 

This Amergin must nbt be confounded with an other Amergin mac 
Amalgaidh, who flourished in the latter end of the seventh century, and 
wrote some law tracts still extant, a copy of which is to be found in the 
Seabright MSS. in the library of Trinity College. 

A very fine copy of the Dinn Seanchas is preserved in a vellum MS. 
the property of Sir William Betham. There is an imperfect copy in the 
Book of Leacan, and another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 5T6. 

xliv. Saint Breandan, or Susannah, first bishop of Cluainfert, died 
on Sunday, the 16th of May, in this year, according to the annals of the 
Four Masters, or in 577, according to the annals of Inisfallen. He wrote 
a Rule for 'Monks, and some prophecies in Irish verse, and some other 
poems. Two copies of verses by this author, are in the collection of the 
Assistant Secretary, one of which begins " 1n bi 3le6 mo 6d crfjWto," " The 
two Aodhs, my two friends," upon the meeting of Aodh caomh (mild) 
son of Conall, son of Eochaidh Ball-dearg, a descendant of Cormac 
Cas, who was the first Christian king of Cashel, and ancestor of the 
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Marquis of Thoniond, one of the Vice Presidents of this Society, and 
Aodh dubh, (black) son of Criomhthan, monarch of Ireland, and father 
of Finghin and Failbhe Flann, of the tribe of Eogan more, afterwards 
kings of Desmond. This meeting took place between these princes at 
Cam an High, (the king's heap) on Magh Feimhin, (the plain of Feim- 
hin) between Cashel and Cloumel ; and the cause, of their meeting was 
to agree upon the right of succession to the sovereignty of Cashel, ac- 
cording to the will of their great ancestor Olioll Olum, king of Munster. 
Aodh caomh was then the representative of the Dalcassian race, and by 
the rule of alternate succession, directed by the will of Olioll between the 
descendants of his two sons, Cormac Cas and Eogan more, had a right to 
the throne of Cashel, but Aodh dubh, the representative of the Euge- 
nian tribe, disputed this right, and would not consent that Aodh caomh 
should be invested with the regal power, until his own succession would 
be secured to him, if he should survive the present claimant. This was 
agreed to on both sides, and St. Breandau and his disciple Mac Leinin 
the poet, afterwards called Colman, and first bishop of Cloyne, were given 
to Aodh dubh as hostages for the performance. The second poem begins 
" Oearjdfcc id c<Sn)6e curoaccaig," " Blessings of the powerful God," and is 
the benediction given by Breannan to Aodh caomh and his descendants. 
These poems, and others of Breannan's composition, were preserved in 
the Psalter of Cashel, and the book of Munster in the book of Ballimote. 



A. D. 592. 

xlv. Saint Columb Ct7/e, or Columb of Cells, or churches, died on Whit- 
Sunday night, the 9th of June, in this year, according to the annals of the 
Four Masters. He wrote several pieces both in Irish and Latin. Upwards 
of thirty poems in the Irish language, ascribed to him, have come down to 
our times, copies of which are in possession of the Assistant Secretory, a 
particular description of which we at present avoid. The subjects are 
miscellaneous, but the chief part are religious. The prophecies ascribed 
to this Saint, if ever they were written by him, have been interpolated 
and corrupted by modern writers. 



A. D. 596. 

xlvi. About this period flourished Eochaidh Eigeas, (the wise) or 
Eochaidh Dalian, or Dallan Forgaill, by which latter name he is gene- 
rally called. He was a disciple of St. Columb Cille, and attended him at 
the great assembly of Dromceat, convened by Aodh, son of Ainmireach, 
monarch of Ireland, A. D. 588. Dalian wrote a life of his master, and the 
Ainhra Colum Chille, or elegiac verses in praise of St. Columb, by which it 
appears he survived that Saint, who, we are told, died on Whit-Sunday, the 
9th of June, A. D. 592, according to the Four Masters, or A. D. 597, 
according to Tigernach. Several imperfect copies of the Amhra, written 
on vellum, are in various hands. One copy is in Marsh's library, another 
in the library of Trinity College, another in the collection of William 
Monck Mason, Esq. and another, written in 1313, is in the collection of 
the Assistant Secretary, who has also a perfect copy, written on paper, 
which was once the property of Cucoigcriche O'Clery, one of the persons 
employed in the compilation of the annals of the Four Master£^*The 
fteimfcel, or preliminary discourse, prefixed to this tract, shews the time 
and place in which it was written. It begins " tocc 6orj eXtibemp b^mm- 
cbfox hi zuarz i ciduacra glini ffiumt), <[ ty dri bo jto»d6 in m6jt65il 6jiuroo cezxo* 
h Zmfep, iroojtfto .1. Zwfeji JCbo rode 'SliDmejtac jti bCjteS i»6efiwa6 ft) mo^6ciil. 
I?o b&zufi Zfid cjt? jw^a 6cc in bCijiin in ztxm y in, octif fib pojt c#c ju b\b. Uz 
b\xz hi pb6 ; « Jib mac ainroiftig »<t neatl," 7c. " The place of this tract is 
Dromceat in the north, in Cianachta of Glenn Geimhin, for it was there 
the great assembly of Dromceat was held. Its time, moreover, was the 
time of Aodh, son of Ainmhereach, monarch of Ireland, who held this 
assembly. There were also thirteen kings in Ireland at this time, and: 
Aodh was the name of each of them, as said the poet." 

" Aodh, son of Ainmhereach, of battles," &c. 

The Amhra begins " 6ia 6ia 6o jtugaf fie z\iXf ind 50tjy ." 

He also wrote the Amhra Sionain, or Elegy on the death of Saint 
Seanan, beginning " Senat) { oejt, f\b acoijt," " Noble Sea nan, peaceful 
father." A copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secre- 
tary, and it and the Amhra Coluim Cille are in the Bearla Feni, or Fenian. 



dialect of the Irish, accompanied by a gloss. There is a copy of 
another poem of Dalian Forgaills, in the Seabright collection of MSS. 
in the library of Trinity College, beginning " 6tjB gilld bub tHjtro naifc." 
Upon the arms of Duach dubh, king of Oirgailla. From this it appears 
that the shaft of Duach's spear was made of the eo ttoffd, or yew of Boss. 
It is probable many more of the works of Dalian are extant, although 
they have not come within our knowledge. 



A. J). 59$. 

xlvil. Saint Caineach, or Canice, Abbot of Jchadh bo, or field of oxen, 
died on the 1 lth of October, this year. He wrote a life of Saint Patrick 
in Irish, which, it is probable, may be still extant. 



A. D. 599. 



xl vn i. Saint Baoithin succeeded St. Columb Cille in the abbacy of 
Hy, and died on the 9th of January, this year. He wrote a life of Saint 
Columb in Irish verse, and some prophecies, which are in the manuscript 
collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 600. 

xlix. St. Comhghall, founder and first abbot of the great monastery 
of Bangor, in the Ardes in Ulster, died this year. He wrote a Rule for 
Monks, in Irish metre, and some other poems and prose works in the 
aame language. His rule begins " Com* 1*15*1! <m Cb6iio6e," « Support 



the regulations of the Godhead." There is preserved in the Felire 
Anguis y a poem of ComfaghalTs, consisting of sixty verses, beginning 
" CDdoDiiftdy) iroroa/uicldD," in praise of solitude. 
These works are in the MS. collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

l. St. Murus lived at this time. He wrote the Act* of St. Columb 
Cille, in Irish verse. 



A. D. 60S. 

li. Saint Molua, otherwise called Lughaidh, first Abbot of Clonfert 
Molua, died this year. He wrote a Rule for Monks, in Irish verse, 
afterwards translated into Latin ; and, being carried to Borne, received 
the approbation of Gregory, the first Pope of that name. This Rule 
is said to be still extant in the Irish language, but we have not met 
with it. 



A. D. 610. 

hi. Maolcobha, Monarch of Ireland, was killed, this year, according 
to the Four Masters, at the battle of Slieve Toadb, by Suibhne Meann, 
who succeeded him on the throne,, or in A. D. 6 15, according to the 
Annals of Tigernach : but the • Book of Invasions states, that after his 
defeat at Slieve Toadh, he retired from the world, and " took upon him 
the yoke of religion" in his patrimonial lands, at a place called Drum 
Diolar, on the bank of Caoluisce, where he remained in retirement, 
secluded, from the world, until he was expelled from his retreat by his 
own brother Donald, who succeeded Suibhne Meann in the monarchy, 
A. D. 624. The Annals of Innisfallen say that he was bishop of Clogher. 
Maolchobha himself relates the story of his being driven from Drtihri 
Diolar, in a poem of ninety-two verses, beginning " fc/iorjg 6dmctc Opoma 
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bi<rt4," " Suffering family of Drum Diolar." In this poem the author 
laments the expulsion of himself and his clergy, in very pathetic terms, 
and severely censures Mor, surnamed Mumhan (of Munster), the wife 
of his brother, as the cause of their sufferings. Upon the same subject, 
and the number of clergy in the religious house of Drum Diolar, and the 
benefits conferred on different classes of people by them, he wrote a poem 
of twenty- four verses, beginning " Cioro^g 50 leift u* liob/ux," " Prudently 
collect the books." He also wrote the poem, beginning " lonmoiu fydf 
timglibe df 4 ctjjtedS CDdolcdbcc," " Pleasant the angelical habitation from 
which is driven Maolchobha." 

These poems are all preserved in the Book of Invasions, by the 
O'Clery's, in possession of the Assistant Secretary of this Society. 



A. D. 61*. 

xiii. Saint Coemhghin, Abbot and Bishop of Glendalogh, died on the 
3d of June this year. He wrote a Rule for Monks in Irish verse. The 
Leabhar Breathnach, or Book of the Britons, contained in the Book of 
Glendalogh, and a book on the origin of the Milesians, are attributed to 
him. The book of Glendalogh is in the library of Trinity College. 



A. D. 624. 



lit. St. Maodhog, or Edan, as he is otherwise called, first Bishop of 
Ferns, died on the 31st of January this year. He was a native of East 
Breifne (now called the County Cavan) and descended in the tenth 
degree from Colla Uais, who was monarch of Ireland, A. D. 327. This 
Saint is much celebrated for his piety and miracles ; and in an ancient 
MS. life of him, in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, there are 
preserved some poems said to be written by him. One of these is his 
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will, by which he divides his property between three churches, founded 
by him, viz. Ferns, in Leinster ; Drum Leathan, in Cavan ; and Ross 
Inver, now in the county of Leitrim. This poem begins " b\nb <m ctoimxf 
Irtfufcejt luj," " Intention of the will set forth by us." Another of these 
poems begins " CO^g f £eocc*f mo all c<*n>," " Woe to those who pollute 
my noble church." In this poem woes are denounced against all that 
injure his churches ; and such a description is given of the author, as 
would give cause to suspect that the verses were not the genuine pro- 
ductions of Maodhog. 



A. D. 636. 

lv. Saint Carthag, otherwise called Mochuda, first Bishop of Lismore, 
died on the 14th of May this yean He wrote a metrical Rule for 
Monks, beginning " fyf e *fW*> ** plattf," " It is the way of the Lord." 
This poem is in the collection of Irish MSS. belonging to the Assistant 
Secretary to this Society. 



A. D. 64T. 

lvi. Seanchan Tor pest lived in the time that Guaire the Generous 
was king of Conaght. He wrote a poem of twenty-eight verses, begin- 
ning " T?o pc pqiguf F ltte cc ^ tf >" " Fergus fought twenty battles." This 
poem is historical, and gives an account of the battles of Fergus, son of 
Rossa, and grandson of Roderick, monarch of Ireland, from A. M. 
3845, until A. M. 3862, according to O'Flaherty's computation. A 
copy of this poem is preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 17, col. 2d, 
and another copy is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. Its Ian* 
guage and measure are strong proofs of its antiquity. 

h 
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A. D. 650. 

lvti. Saint Braccan, from whom Ardbrackan, near Navan, in the 
county of Meath, derives its name, is stated to have lived in this y6ar, 
by Ware, in his account of Irish writers. The time of his death is not 
mentioned either in the Annals of Tigernach, Inisfallen, or the Four 
Masters, but it is probable that he died before this period, as he was the 
predecessor of St. Ultan, who, at the advanced age of one hundred and 
eighty years, died A. D. 656, according to the Four Masters, or 657, as 
Tigernach relates. Several prophecies in Irish verse, ascribed to Braccan, 
are still existing in this country, some of which are in the possession of 
the Assistant Secretary. — Ware says, that the prophecies of Braccan were 
collected and published by Walter de Islip, in the year 1317. 



A. D. 651. 

lvhi. Segine, Abbot of Hy, or Iona, died this year. He wrote a Rule 
for Monks, in Irish verse, which is said to be extant, but we cannot say 
where it is to be found. 



A. D. 653. 

mx. Saint Fobsby, founder of the Abbey of Cnobersburgh, or Burgh 
Castle, in Suffolkshire, England, and of the Abbey of Laigny, in the 
diocese of Paris, died at Peronne, in France, this year, according to the 
Annals of Boyle, or in A. 0. 654, according to Tigernach, who relates 
his death in these words, * f fr/ifd ©eg <t Jftaajccdib," " Fursey died in 
France," and gives the following quotation' to shew who were his parents : 



locnfe to 6dil J|2tft6i6e 
1fi pa roataijt 6o» seitseif 
1oge09)ti5 Cbowte" 

Furaey wrote some prophecies hymns* and other poems, copies of 
which are in several hands, partieularly ia an ancient vellum MS. the 
property of William Monck BCason, Esq. Of these poems, being mostly 
on religious sufcgecta and not illustrative of the History of Ireland, we 
forbear giving a particular account. The festival ef this. Saint ip 
observed on the 1 6th of January. 



A.3X04& 

mx< Saint Ulta*, the snceessseof Bmeetn m the Abbey of Ardfoacken, 
and from whom the plfeee was sometime* called Tobar Ultain, or Ultan** 
Well, died this year. He wrote a life of Saint Patrick, and some metrical 
prophecies in the Irish language. The copy of the Life of our Apostle 
that we have seen attributed to Ultan, is certainly the production of a 
more modem pen. Copies of the prophecies are in the collection of the 
Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 6*1. 

i* &CLTNt*AirB> *h« tnterof Cvmmm fad* {the tell) lived 

Cumairt deaths which happened in the year 6M. A%ao- 

poem of Caiman'** upon tfcedeatb of his discrple Cuman, 

ie Foot Blasters, onder that yeat . We caniiet point, out 

his entire nfacea are new to be found. 
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A. D. 664. 

lxii. Manchen of Leith, died this year, according to the Four Masters, 
but the Annals of Ulster say he died A. D. 655. He wrote some poems 
of a religious kind, still extant in the Irish language. He also wrote a 
book intituled " The Wonders of Scripture/' extant in the third volume 
of St. Augustine's works, and falsely ascribed to that Saint. O'Flaherty 
quotes a poem of Manchen's, beginning, " 1o6dl o po higetifom," " Since 
Idols were expelled." 



A. D. 613. 

lxiii. Beg Boirche, King of Ulster, according to the Annalists, took 
the Cross, and went on a pilgrimage this year. A quotation from a 
poem of his on the death of Mongan, son of Feachna, is given by the 
Four Masters, under the year 620, and by Tigernach at 626. 



A. D. 678. 

LXIV. ClNNFAELADH Fodhlumthd (JedMed), Or ClNNFAELADH, SOU of 

Olioll, died this year, according to the Annals of Ulster, and the Four 
Masters, or A. D. 679, according to Tigernach. He is also surnamed 
Eigeas, or wise. He wrote many poems and prose works, some of which 
have descended entire to our times, and others of them are quoted by 
the Four Masters, under the years 499 ami 507. His poem on the 
situation of the house of Miodhcuarta, or middle court of the royal 
palace of Tara, beginning Stjgttf cige C0\o6cr<\ztX y is to be found in an 
ancient vellum MS. the property of William Monck Mason, Esq. and 
another old copy is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. His poem of 
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fifty-six yerses, beginning " bo Itjti golocm cffin Sctci<*, m " Golamh departed 
from Scythia," upon the travels and adventures of Golamh (Milesiug) 
from his departure from Scythia until his arrival in Spain, and afterwards 
in Ireland, is preserved in the Book of Invasions contained in the Book 
of Leacan, and also in the Book of Invasions by the O'Clery's. There 
are other copies of this poem in various hands, the most valuable of 
which is one in possession of the Assistant Secretary, collated with three 
very ancient copies, and the various reading given in the margin* 
Cinnfaeladh improved the Uraicepht, or as it is sometimes written, the 
Uraicecht, of Ferceirtne. 

We have already shewn, under A. M. 3950, that Ferceirtne, and not 
Forchern, as stated by. O' Flaherty and O'Connor,, was the original author 
of the Uraicepht ; but so many different copies of a book bearing that 
title, and author's name, now in existence, and all varying from each 
other,, in some things, show that it has gone through various editions, 
with additions and alterations. The principal editor or emendator of the 
Uraicepht, was Cinfaeladh, but it is impossible to say what parts were 
written by Ferceirtne, or by this editor, although it is no difficult task 
to point out parts certainly written long after the time of the original 
author, if not subsequent to. Cinnfaeladh himself. 

This Book is generally preceded by the Book of Oghams, as in the 
copy preserved in the Book of Ballympte, the copy in the library of 
Trinity College, Dublin, class H. 54, and the copy in the possession of 
the Assistant Secretary ; but each of these copies wants something, more 
or less, towards the end. The copy in Sir William Betham's book, 
begins " Caz, e loc <tcdf ccirofejt acc*f pe/tf a txcaf zuc&xz f cjtibai»6 in6 ttydi- 
ciucw? i)i». loc 66 Cmdvii (Dachoc, dcdf w dun fe/t Conco!^ mac f^efd djucc 
d 6er)dm. Cugair 6d» a benma .i. bo bfterc defdpdiud pop pef. pepcejttne pli 
bof jngni. Cenbfae\a6 mac Qhlelta jto nacbrjugefr^ i »6^e lujtain md hmftp 
j£b<x mac Qlwmijtec iroaille la bi/t moijt in bejilai," " What is the time, and 
the place, and the person, and the cause of writing of the Uraicecht? 
Not difficult. The place of it Eaman of Macha, and in the time of 
Conor, sou of Nessa, it was done. The cause of doing it, t. e. to bring 
ignorant people to knowledge. Ferceirtne, the poet, performed it. 
Cinnfaeladh, son of Olioll, revised it in Daire Lurain, in the time of 
Aodh, son of Ainmireacb, along with much more of the language." 
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The copy ia the Assistant Secretary's collection, begins u Qdicrce lo«c 
<*cvf 4\rofej\ rtcuf pfyftf acuf cuccoic f Cftifcni tftftyteea&o ? »fn. loco 60 §*mtj» 
ix*£a <*ciif a uawycft Conto&iijt meic fSfe^a * ptaz. pejtcejtttii ph 60 jticcJw 
•:. 60 bpdt oCfu paw po/t pfy. Cfflflpaeldti mac O1I10I po 4cnud6h<i6b 1 n&oipe 
luftan) mtfitle fie be/tnxift nft f Cftepcfttf/' <* What is the place, and the time, 
and person, and cause of writing the Uraicecht? Not difficult. The 
plaee of it fiamain of Macha, and in the time of Cono?, son of Nesa, it 
W90 done. Ferceirtqe the poet made it, i . e. to bring ignorant people 
to knowledge. Cinnfaeladh, son of Olioll, renewed it in Deny Lurain, 
with many other writings." 

In addition to the works already mentioned, Ginpfaeladh revised the 
laws of Cormao mac Art, monarch of Ireland, A .. D. 244. 



A. D. 6$£. 

lxv. Flann fionn was a name given by the Irish to Aldpred, king of 
the Northumbrian Saxons, who, during his exile in Ireland, passed his time 
in study, as we are assured by venerable Bede, in his Hfe of St. Cuthbert. 
He wrote a poem in the Irish language, consisting of ninety-six verses, on 
Ireland, and the things he found there. This poem begins, " fto ttafc 
m JDvf pa petit, 1 t) C^itj fte mdpbati," " I found hi the pleasant island of Fail, 
in Ireland by exile." A copy of this poem is preserved in a very old 
and valuable vellum MS. in the library o( William IWfonck Mason, Esq. 
and another aneient copy is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



4. D. 69$. 

lxvi. We have shewn, under the year 650, that a person of the name of 
Amergin mac Amalgaidh was poet to Denpod, son of Fergus Ceirbheoil, 



monarch of Ireland, and was the reputed author of the Dinn Seanchais. 
By an old vellum MS. of the feeaBright collection, in the library of 
Trinity College, it appears thai another writer of that name lived in the 
timd of Fmghm, son of Cu-gaft-rahathair, king of Munster. The latter 
AmbrgIn; of whom we here treaty was author of a law tract on the 
privileges and punishments of persona of different rank* in society, 
toegfcwi&g a loo 6o» Irrb&ff* pjfcjwue cojicoflafc, *caf tfimf ijt 60 ttimf 1^ pin** 
gtftfe *io oae cm ifeiitfyr, do *hc aor> cc)r nxtfw^y *e*f pepf a 60 3lmaijtgi* rode 
QUwIgatf fmc QPttit fiucmr," " The place of this book Firitrime Corconach, 
6*4 tta time the €md of Finghm* son! of Gu-eki-inathair, pr Coohcen- 
fU#thair y and its person Aifcergm, son of AnM^gaidk* son of Maekuana*" 

IVoifr the similarity of natots in these author*, and those of the fathers 
and grandfather* <rf each; one would be led to suppose them the saffite 
person, Bat the firtst, it appears, wto* the poet of Dermod; son of 
Fergus Oirbbeoil, monarch of Ireland, who died A. D. 566, or, as the 
Fttft ll aster* hare ft, in 548, amtf tk* latter wrote the Law tract just now 
mentioned f* the time of Finghirc, s6n of Ctt-een-niatbaiiy king of 
Bf uastet, The Anmds' of fowrisfallen place the death of Cu-cen-mathahr 
to A.D.66*, atfd thai; of Ffaghin in- A. IX 696* full 130 years after the 
death of Dermod, at the lowest computation of Tigernach. Etence we 
may fairly infer, that the present Amergin was a different person from 
tfce' Amelia who is safe! fcr hare been the original author of the Dim 
Seliacheu. 



A. I>. 60* 

lxvii. Saint Molaing, from whom Teach Mholing, or Timolin, in the 
county Kildare, is called, died on the 17th of June this year. Some 
prophecies ascribed to him are in the hands of the Assistant Secretary ; 
but if they were written by him, their language has been much modernized 
by some later writers. 



1 



A. D. 104. 

lxviii. Adamnan, or Adamnanus, Abbot of Hy, or J. Coluim CWe, died 
on the 23d of September this year, in the seventy-seventh year of his 
age, and twenty-fifth year of his abbotship. In the month of June, in 
the year 683, the Saxons having made a predatory landing in Ireland, 
laid waste and plundered Magh Breagh, sparing neither ecclesiastical 
nor lay property, and carried off with them, along with the spoils, a great 
number of the inhabitants. In the following year, Adamnan went iuto 
England, and by prayers and intreaties, and, as the Four Masters relate, 
by the working of many miracles, he obtained for himself great honours 
from king Alfred, and for the people, that had been carried off, their 
liberty, and the restitution of their property. He wrote many works both 
in Irish and Latin. Of his Irish works but* few have remained to our 
times. An imperfect copy of his Vision is in the hands of John 
M'Namara, Esq. a member of this Society, and another in the collection 
of the Assistant Secretary, and also a copy of his poem, of fifty-two verses, 
jbeginning " h 6? u cie cTnglaic cuccccd," upon the remission of the Boro- 
mean tribute to the people of Leinster, by Fionnachta fleadhach (festive) 
at the intercession of Saint Moling. 

The Vision of Adamnan is in prose, partly Latin and part Irish. The 
Irish part begins " 1y e<u> m {o zjui po/tiif deaf 6ligectt> cxinmcdiftftecif tf pedft 
uCftiob pjtia lejrugdtf a cco/tp dcdf <x nammanb, pjtw bwfcdjtlxttS pUug <*cc*f 
geirrce <xcaf brwba6 6ib, txfn^l jto foft\f\ge&6 bo QLbamn&n .h. tine, a commit 
C)e acdf pSccftincc." " Here is set down laws and regulations of spiritual 
friendship for the men of Ireland, for the correction of their bodies and 
souls, for expelling from them plagues and infidels, and manslaughter, 
as it was revealed to Adamnan, the descendant of Tine, in the counsel 
of God and Patrick." 



a. d. m 

lxix. Nuadha Ilomhtur flourished at this time. Tigernach, in his 
Annals, under this year, gives a quotation of twelve verses from Nuadha, 



in praise of the prowess and courage of Morogh, son of Bran, king of 
Leinster, who defeated and killed Fergal, sonof Maelduin, monarch of 
Ireland, in the battle of Almhuin or Allen, fought this year. 

lxx. At the same period flourished Cobertan Mac Congusa, who, 
like Nuadha, recorded in verse the bloody battle of Allen. Tigernach, 
in his Annals, speaking of this battle under the year 722, gives a quota- 
tion from Cubertan upon that subject. 

We have not seen any entire pieces the production of either of these 
last-mentioned writers. 

It may be necessary to observe, that the Four Masters, and Doctor 
Keating, in his History of Ireland, say that the battle of Almhuin, otr 
Allen, was fought in the ye*r 718, but O'Flahetty, in. Ogygja, agrees 
with Tigernach in assigning it to the year 722* 



A. IX 130. 

lxxi. Aodh Allain, monarch of Ireland,, commenced his reign, thb 
year, according to the Four Masters ; or 734, according to Tigeraach and .. 
O' Flaherty. Some verses of Aodh Allain's composition, are preserved 
in the O'Clery's Book of Invasions, and other verses of his writing are 
quoted by the Pour Masters, under the year 734. 



A. D. T34. 

lxxi i. On the IMfe of peeember, m this year, died Saint SahhthAnd, 
Virgin. A prophecy in verse, said to be delivered by her, is quoted in 
the Annals of Tigernach, under the year 739. It is given more fully in 
the O'Clery'g Book of Invasions, in the MS. collection of thd Assistant 
Secretary. 

i 
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A. D. f 42. 

lxxiii. In the time of Cathal, son of Finghin, king of Munster, who 
died A. D. 742, flourished the three O'Burchans, brothers, named 
Farann, Boethgal, and Maoltuile ; the' first a bishop, the second a judge, 
and the third a poet. They wrote some laws, fragments of which may 
be found in the Seabright collection in the library of Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

lxxiv. Cotemporary with the last-mentioned writers was Cearmnadh 
file, or the poet. In the Seabright MSS. in the College library, class H, 
No. 54, is preserved a law tract, written by this author, as appears by a 
memorandum prefixed in the same hand-writing as that in which the law 
itself is written. It begins " Ci6 if locc deaf i<f ttir&fejt <tc<*f <*f pe/tycc, 
<*cc*f rucccxir f cjtftwj bona con&ib ftjgiU ? f>1fn. locc 6<Sib CalUun o tug^ hi 
Cearojuttg, txcdf $Wfefl b6\b ttirof eft Cttcdil, meic pfig^tie, accff pe/tfa 6&i> 
CejitoM pile, dc<*f cuccdic c* Dbenm bo pubcati bopb <xcdf tiineolac, txaif bo bfie\i 
xxcf <tpx\ri pop pe{ t>\\£e" " What is the place, and the time, and the 
person, and the cause of writing of the ways to judgment ? Not difficult. 
The place of them Callain of Lughair, in Tarah ; and the time of them 
the time of Cathal, son of Fingaine j and the person of them Cearmna > 
the poet ; and the cause of their being done, to suppress violence and 
ignorance, and to bring unlearned people to a knowledge of law." 



A. D. 147. 

lxxv. Ruanan, son of Colba, a great poet, died this year, according 
to Tigernach. We have not yet discovered where his works are deposited. 
Probably they may be in the library of Trinity College, but for the dis- 
covery of the Irish MSS. in that library, their present catalogue is of but 
little use. 
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A. D. TT8. 



lxxvi. The Four Masters record the death of Ciaran of Bealach-dun, 
this year. He wrote a life of St Patrick, in Irish, but it has not come 
into our hands. 



A. D. 800. 

lxxyii. Angus Ceile De flourished in the latter end of the eighth cen- 
tury, and died early in the ninth. He wrote a Felire, or Hierology, in 
Irish verse, giving an account of the festivals observed in the church in 
his time. The reimsceul, or preliminary discourse, prefixed to this per- 
formance, gives the pedigree of the author, through several generations, 
by which it appears he was descended from Caelbach, king of Ulster, 
who defeated and killed Muireadhach Tireach, monarch of Ireland, at 
the battle of Port High, and succeeded him on the throne. The Reim- 
sceul gives the time aud place in which the author wrote this poem. It 
commences " Cci<Xj\b<x conbdgd/t bo c<xt elrttaw .1. locc dcdf <nmf e/t, dcdf 
pepy a, acdf rucrfrc fcpibinb. Locc em bom eldbdwf 1 cec&muf Cut Oer}c£, drot;§ 
pechez iCftic .h. f^S e * * ca f ^^ 1 wftnldicrtii) w6eftflcft> 6 it) ; mo m 61 1 cluocw 
eibnefc d tu)6fcewl 4C4f €C Cul benbjb& « fojtExui, <*cdf vfw cut i ziMabctw. — ; 
ftngiif imuftfio mac, 7c," " There are four co-necessaries in every learned 
treatise, i. e. place, time, person, and cause of writing. Therefore, the 
place of this piece was first Gil Banaghar, in the plain of Rechet, in the 
country of / Failge, or O'Faly, and its revisal in Tamhlacht ; (now 
Tallagh near Dublin) or else in Cluain Eidhnach it was begun, and in 
Cul Banagher it was finished, and revised in Tallacht. — Mngus, moreover, 
was son of Oiblein, son of Fidrai, son of Dermod, son of Ainmirech, son of 
Cellair, son of Aenluaigh, son of Caelbaidh, son of Cruinba-draoi, son of 
Eochaidh Coba, son of Lughdhach, son of Fiacha Airidh, from whom are 
the Dal-Araidhe named. It is, moreover, the time of its writing the time 
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of Conor, son of Aodh Oirdnighe, son of VliMfrasaigh, for it was he who 
took the government of I re Ian 4 after Donogh, son of Donall of Meath, 
king of Meath ; for Angus, in the preface to the Felire, mentions the death 
of Donogh." 

The Felire is written in that kind of verse called by the Irish poets 
rinn air4 9 in which every Verse ends with a word of two syllables, contains 
six syllables in the verse, and the entire rann twenty-four. It begins 

* Tie pi bi\ai tofab 

lt;6 po jiecz »£6 odft^lI # 

Cjtifc hi Calcri enaifi." 

* • 

Literal translation : 

* In the congregation of the seed of man, 
Went the king before us, 

Submitted to the noble law 
Christ, on the Calends of January.' 9 

Aengus also wrvte the Psmlter na rann, which is an abridged history 
of the descendants of Abraham, from the birth of Isaac, until after the 
death of Moses. 

A copy of the FeUre, beautifully written on vellum, is in the collection 
of the Assistant Secretary. From its orthography, and other internal 
marks of antiquity, it may foe concluded that this MS. was written at least 
as early as the eleventh century, and is, perhaps, the oldest copy of 
that work now in existence. There is an entire copy in the Ltabhar breac 
mat Aedhagmn, or Speckled Book of Mac Egan, in the library of the 
Royal Irish Academy, and an imperfect copy on vellom in tbto same 
library. 

The Psalter na Rann is preserved in a large MS. the property of 
Sir William Betham. It is written in a fine strong hand, and occupies 
upwards of mx folio pages, closely written on the largest sixe vellum. 



A. IX 850. 

lxxviii. About this time flourished Fingin, son of Fljuiv dodia Duhh- 
dartaigh. He was author of a hymn, consisting of two hundred and 
eighty verses, in praise of the Holy Trinity, beginning " 71 mo conftiu 
neti," « Oh my exalted Divinity." 

Copy in the library of Trinity College, Dublin, <£*a* H. 44. page 96, 
and in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, 



A. D. 816. 

lxxix. At this time flourished Fothaoh na Canni, poet to Aodh Finn- 
liaith, monarch of Ireland, who died on the 16th of the calends of De- 
cember, A. D. 876, according to this poet, or 879, according to O'Fla- 
herty's computation from the Annals of Tigernach. We have met with 
but two poems of this author's writing, one of which is an ode addressed 
to Aodh Ann liaith, on his coronation, and the other is on his death. 
The first consists of two hundred and forty verses, beginning " Cepc cefc 
f"5 co peill, " Right of every king lawfully. 9 ' In this ode the poet says, 
" rights are lawfully due to the descendants of Niall, except from the 
abbot of Ardmagh, the king of Cashel, and the king of Tamil." He 
gives instructions to his prince for his general conduct, as a private man 
and as a king. He advises him to make no peace with his enemies without 
receiving hostages ; to honour the ministers of religion ; to treat his 
chieftains with kindness and respect ; to curb villany and licentiousness 
by the rigor of the law ; to do justice to every man, &c. 

The second poem consists of only twelve verses, in which the author 
records the death of his king, and mentions in the first rann the number 
of years that elapsed from the creation of the world to that time ; in the 
second rann he gives the number of years that had expired since the 
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birth of Christ ; and, in the last rann, mentions the particular day on 
which the king died. 

Copies of these poems are preserved in two ancient vellum manu- 
script*, in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq. and in the collec- 
tion of the Assistant Secretary. 

Lxxx. At this period also flourished Flannagan, son of Ceallach. He 
was author of a poem, consisting of twenty-four verses, on the death of 
Aodh finnliaith, monarch of Ireland, in which he praises the piety, 
generosity, magnanimity, &c. of that hero. 

Copies in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq, and in the col- 
lection of the Assistant Secretary* 



A. D. 880. 

m 

lxxxl. Lajtheog Laidheach (the Poetic) flourished at this. time. She 
iras the daughter of Laignechan, of the race of Conall Gulban, and 
mother of Flann mac Lonain, who held the office of Chief Poet of Ireland, 
from the commencement of the reign of Flann Sionna, A. D. 879, until 
his death, which happened in the year 80 1, according to the Four Masters, 
or 896, according to the Annals of Inisfallen. The poem beginning 
* beitodkz ofiz tk pant cubne/' " Blessing on thee, Oh Flann of Aidiie," 
addressed to Flann mac Lonan, is said to be the work of this poetess. 



A. D. 884. 



lxxxii. The Four Masters, in their annals under the year 884, record 
the death of Maolmura of Fathan, in these words, " CPdolroujta *» pile 
poifcie p iojt-eolac, fzajia\6e &&# an Oejila Sc6izeffid 6€CC," " Maolmura, 
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a well-taught skilful poet, and intelligent historian, died." This author 
is sometimes called Maolmuire Othna. He wrote some historical poems 
that still survive. One of these is quoted by OTlaherty, in Ogygia r 
part 3d, chap. 72. It consists of two hundred and forty-eight verses, and 
begins " Candm buwbttf tut ngdeibil," u Let us sing the origin of the Gade- 
lians." In this poem the author derives the origin of the Milesians from 
Japhet, son of Noah, and gives an account of the peregrinations of their 
ancestors, from the dispersion at Babel to their arrival in Ireland. 

A very fine copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 
. 2d, A poem of two hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning 

" Cftiac of Cftidtrfib Cudtdl ceterodft,, 

Cet/ttf aft ctjte y 
leomcft) <Xji utyc, nataif* ueube, 

p*cai» pile." 

" Lord over Lords, Tuathal legal, 

A flowing ocean ; 
A lion in strength, a wily serpent, 

A wounding warrior." 

This poem is preserved in the Book of Invasions, by the O'Clerys, fro 
possession of the Assistant Secretary. It gives ah account of the great 
actions of Tuathal Teachtmhur {legitimate), monarch of Ireland, fronv 
A. D. 130, to A. D. 160. It recites the battles fought by that prince 
against Eochaidh, king of Leinster, who was his son-in-law ; and against 
the Athach Tuatha, or Plebeians (improperly called Attacots, by some 
writers on Irish Antiquities) who had risen in arms against their legal 
sovereigns, but who were completely subdued by Tuathal. In this poem, 
the poet endeavours, by a recital of the glorious deeds of this prince, to 
stimulate Flann Sionna, his own sovereign, to imitate so illustrious an 
example. 
3d, A poem of seventy-six verses, beginping 

" pari pojx Cjiirj hi tig cogaibi, 



" Flann reigns orer Erin in the chosen house 

Of Tuathal the legitimate, 
To whom belonged not excessive contribution of a noble hero, 

With mighty valour." 

In this poem Maolroura gives a catalogue of the monarch* of Ireland, 
from Tuathal Teachtmhar to Flan Stonna. 

In the Book of Lecan, and in an ancient MS. in possession of the 
Assistant Secretary, these two latter poems are Mended together, so as 
to make but one entire piece, which begins with the rann here given, as 
the commencement of the third poem ; and the rann that we give as 
beginning the second poem, and the two ranns immediately following 
it, and some others, are omitted. There are also some variations in the 
readings, and two or three ranns are added that do not appear in either 
of these poems; one of which states, that six hundred and fifty years 
had elapsed between the death of Tuathal and the commencement of 
the reign of Flann ; which must be an error, as Tuathal died, according 
to the Four Masters, A^ D. 106, or as O'Fiaherty asserts, perhaps with 
more truth, A. D. 160, and Flann Sionna began to reign A. D. 870 ; so 
that instead of six hundred and fifty years having elapsed, according to 
the Book of Lecan, seven hundred and nineteen years at least must have 
expired. 

The death of Maolroura is related in the Book of Invasions in these 
words, " COddrorfWfc «n pie jpoijiccie pjteol4t, <fc*jttfitfe ea^a <*» kjtUt 
Scoiceccta, too ccc vf id occroci* blwtf m bo pUit flonruc zftcm*. 884." " Maol- 
mura the skilful, a truly learned poet, an intelligent historian in the 
Scottish language, died in the eighth year of the reign of Flann Sionna, 
884." 



A. D. 891. 

lxxxiii. Cotemporary with Maolmura Othna was Flann mac Lonan, a 
native of Conaght, and chief poet of Ireland, in the early part of the 



reign of Flann Sionna, whose government began A. D. 879. The Annals of 
Inisfallen place the death of Flann mac Lonan under the year 806. " plan 
rode londiT) d|i6 ollaro 5<*oi6il 60 indjt&ab 60 tj& Ccupb^be .1. o btjb poia aig loc 
6a taoc a nfceTfifc CDun)dr>," " Flann, son of Lonan, chief poet of the Gathe- 
lians, was killed by the descendants of Curbruidhe, i. e. of the Hy Fotha, 
at Lough- da-chaoch, in the Desies of Munster." The Four Masters, by some 
strange mistake, record the death of this poet twice in the same words ; 
first under the year 891, and again A. D. 918. " plarj mac iowaw, Ui^il 
fil Scoca, pfiimpite gaoibeal -rjle, pile <*f 6edc bdi 1 flC/tiri 196 Siroy ifi 60 rotybtttJ 
la m<xcr } b CcTjftjtbtjtfe (60 t;b pocditf iacfeo) hi »6*rjne cai6e hie loc 6a £ae& 1 
D&eif ib (Duroat)," " Flann, son of Lonan, Virgil of the race of Scota, chief 
Ollamh of all the Gaedhals, the best poet that was in Ireland in his time, 
was murdered by the sons of Currbuidhe (they were of the Hy Fotha) in 
Dun-Taidhe, at Lougk-da-chaoch, in the Desies of Munster," 

From, the character given of Flann, it is to be presumed that his works 
were numerous, or at least remarkable for superior style and sweetness 
of number ; but the few poems of his writing that have come under the 
observation of the writer of this account of Irish authors, are not pos- 
sessed of any extraordinary beauties. 

Copies of three poems written by Flann, are to be found in the account 
of the spreading branches of Heber, son of Milesius, in the Leabhar 
Muimhneachy or Munster Book, in possession of the Assistant Secretary 
of this Society. 

1st, A poem of eighty-eight verses, beginning " loftc3n loia 6eift5 
beiftc," " Lorcan of Lough Deirg dheirc." Upon the defeat of Flann 
Sionna, by Lorcan, king of Munster, and grandfather of Brian Boroimhe. 

2d, A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning " loftccfo leijt zajipji potita/* 
" Lorcan, wise beyond the men of Fodhla, (Ireland)" In praise of the 
actions of Lorcan, king of Munster. 

3d, A poem of forty verses, beginning " Cea>).Coftd6 6un ntx tx$la," 
" Ceann-Coradh, inclosure of harvest stores.' 1 Upon the fortress of 
Ceann-Coradh in the days of Cinneide, son of Lorcan, and father of 
Boroimhe, king of Munster and monarch of Ireland. 

To these are added the following : 

k 
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4th, A poem'tf two hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning " CoMlt 
c-^hgw cloiSe JtttU," « Conall, hero of the race of Niall," by some 
persons attributed to this author; by others to Flatm, of the monastery, of 
•Bute; and by ethers pgain, with, more probability, to Giolla Brighide 
'Mac Coinmhide. See under the year 1350. 

5th, The poem, beginning " Co*g<*l cm COogaift wart jo," in. praise of 
Congal, who was monarch of Ireland seven; yeaift from, the year 704, is 
-also attributed to this writer. 



ixxinr.' Cormac Mac Cctluohan, king of. Munster, and archbishop 
of Cashel, was killed ibis year , in4he battle of Bealach Mqghna, fought 
•by him against Klann Sk>nna, the monarch of Ireland, Cearbhall, king 
of Letnster, and Gathal, son of Conor, ^iqg of Conaght. He wrpte 
raaay tracts, both prose and verse, some of which have come down to 
our times, and others were extant in the days of our fathers ; the most 
remarkable of those now extant are. the following : — 

1. A glossary, explaining the difficult words in his native language. 
This glossary is, by some antiquarians, supposed to be written by 

Cormac mac Art, monarch of Ireland, in the middle of the third century 
after our Lord Jesus Christ ; but the number of words in this tract, 
- explained by, or derived from, the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, 
are presumptive proofs that the work could not- have been written by 
the last-mentioned author,, unless we admit, that learning had arrived to 
a much higher pitch in Ireland at this early period, than some persons 
are willing to allow. 

2. The Psalter of Cashel. This was a .collection of Irish Records, in 
prose and verse, transcribed from more ancient documents, such as the 
Psalter of Tarah, Ac- It contained, also many original pieces, some of 
them written by Cormac himself. This book was extant in Limerick, in 
the year 1712, as appears by a large folio MS. in the Irish language, pre- 
served in the library of Cashel, written in Limerick in that year, and 
partly transcribed from the original Psalter of Cashel. The writer of this 




Ixi 

account was indulged with a perusal of the Cashel MS. by his Grace the 
present Archbishop. The original Psalter of Cashel was long supposed 
to be lost, but it is now said to be deposited in the British Museum. 

Several poems ascribed to Cormac Mac Cuillionan are preserved in 
the libraries of Trinity College, and of William Monck Mason, Esq. 
and in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. Some of these poems 
are historical, and some are on religious subjects. One of them contains 
his will. We forbear giving a particular account of each poem, as they 
are not illustrative of the history or antiquities of our country. 

lxxxv. At the same time with Cormac Mac Cuillionan, lived Sealb- 
hach, the Secretary of that prince. He wrote a poem, reciting the names 
of the Saints of Ireland, and distinguishing the tribes to whjch each Saint 
belonged. It begins " ffaoro jredwcdf mok 1»fe foil," " The sacred pedi- 
gree of the Saints of Ireland." 

This poem is by some writers ascribed to Cormac, but is more gene- 
rally attributed to Seaibhach* 

Copies of it are in the library of Trinity College, Dublin ; in the 
collections of William Monck Mason, Esq. and in that of the Assistant 
Secretary to this Society. 



A. D. 941. 

lxxxvi. Corbmacan Eigeas flourished in the time that Donogh, son 
of Flann Sionna, governed Ireland, and Muirceartach, son of Nifrtl glim- 
dubh (black-kneed) ruled the province of Ulster. He was chief poet -of 
Ulster, the friend and counsellor of Muirceartach, and his companion in 
all his expeditions against the Danesj, who then tyrannized over Ireland. 
The Book of Invasions, by the O'Clerys, relates that Muirceartach, 
after triumphing over the Danes in his own province, and at Dublin in 
conjunction with the monarch, made a selection of his best troops, and 
with them made a- circuit of Ireland, in which the kings of the other 
provinces, and the chiefs of districts, paid him tribute, and delivered 
him hostages. Upon his return to Oiteach, J his own i people of Cineal 
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Eoghan advised him to go to Tarah, and demand hostages from Donogh, 
the monarch. This he not only refused, but sent the hostages that were 
given to him in his circuit, to Donogh, as the supreme governor of the 
entire kingdom. The monarch, highly gratified by this proof of loyalty in 
Muirceartach, returned the hostages to him, as the most proper person to 
keep what had been delivered into his hands. To commemorate this 
circuit, and the mighty deeds of his prince, Corbmacan wrote his poem 
of two hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning " 2t CDtjjiced/ttdij; roeic 
JMeill Tj&jt, po gabdif gidllu 1»f e pail/' " Oh Muirceartach, son of worthy 
Niall, thou who hast received hostages from Falia's Isle." 

Tn this poem the poet extols the noble actions of his king, and declares 
him superior to Cuchullin, Fergus mac Roigh, Curaoi mac Daire, and 
other heroes of antiquity. From the extraordinary merit of this poem, 
we cannot but regret that more of this author's works have not come 
into our hands. 

A copy of this poem is preserved in the O'Clerys' Book of Conquests, 
and in the pedigree of the once royal family of O'Neill, in the hands of 
the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 958. 

lxxxvii. Finnsneachta O'Cuill, chief poet of Munster, died this year, 
according to the Annals of the Four Masters. Of the number and nature 
of his works, or where they are now to be found, we can at present say 
nothing. Perhaps some of them may be in the library of Trinity Col- 
lege, amongst the great heap of Irish manuscripts that are not described 
in the catalogue. 



a. d. m. 

lxxxviii. Cinaeth O'Hartigan, a famous Irish poet, died this year. 
Tigernach, the Annalist, relates his death in these words: " Gwec 
J). f)<*jtwcc<xi» p/tim eiccey* leite CJyrjn roojiiw/t," " Cinaeth O'Hartagan, 
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chief of the learned of Lcath Chuinn, (Conn's half, or Northern division 
of Ireland) dies." 

Some entire poems, the works of this author, have come down to our 
times, and many quotations from others are preserved in ancient MSS. 
of great celebrity. His poem of one hundred and eight verses, begin- 
ning " bomch), buiam dkiude," " World, transitory beautiful," gives a 
description of the beauty of the hill, and splendour of the palace of 
Tarah, in the days of Cormac mac Art, otherwise called Cormac u If a da, 
(long-beard), and although only seven hundred and twenty-one years 
had elapsed, from the ascension of Cormac, A. D. 254, until the death 
of Cinnaeth, A. D. 075, it appears, that in his days the palace no 
longer existed, and the hill had become a desert, overgrown with grass 
and weeds. This gave occasion for the moral reflection with which the 
author commences his work. 

This poem is preserved in the O'Clerys' Book of Invasions. 

2. A poem of ninety-six verses, beginning " Sud6 b'e\f\t> 6<t inrfrieanrndfi" 
" Here of the Easa's if we explain." This gives the popular account of 
the origin of the name of Rath Easa, in Meath. 

3. A poem of seventy-six verses, beginning " 3lc6iU po/t dice Cedrodi/t," 
" Acaill, near to Tarah," upon the origin of the name of Dumha Earc, 
near Tarah, in Meath. 

4. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning " Qln pm <* b^g mic Qlwig," 
" There is the palace of the son of Anoig." This poem gives the origin 
of the names of the palace of the son of Anoig, Inbher Colpa, &c. 

5. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning " b<* bey rodif i 6oud romxib," 
" If bloom be given to women," upon several remarkable women of 
antiquity, and places called after them. 

These poems are all inserted in the Dinn Seanchas ; a perfect copy of 
which is in the possession of Sir William Betham, and an imperfect copy 
in the Book of Leacan, and aqother in possession of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 

6. A poem, beginning " 6o ltj6 Olioll if in cdiUitf," " Olioll fell in the 
wood." This poem gives the names of places where several of the. Irish 
kings and heroes died. A copy of it is preserved in a vellum MS. belong- 
ing to William Monck Mason, Esq. written in the year 1487, and another 
copy is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 
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A. D. 980. 

lxxxix. Mac Giolla Caoimh, a poet, flourished in the time of Brian 
Boroimhe and of Cian, son of Maolmhuaidh, chief of the Eugenians of 
Cashel, king of south Munster, and son-in-law of Brian. This poet 
lived for some years after the battle of Clontarf, fought on Good Friday, 
in the year 1014. We have met with but two poems ascribed to this 
author. 

1st. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning "Udimttjt txm oibcc arjocc/' 
" Dreadful the night, this night." It is the lamentation of the poet after 
Cian, Brian, and his son Morogh. 

2d. A poem of one hundred and eight verses, beginning " Qtkxt ftditlerfn 
Grjjtc if Cian," " Raith lean's Rath of Core and Cian," upon the deserted 
state of Rath Raithlean and other Palaces, after the death of Core, Cian 
and other Momouian princes. 

These poems are preserved in the Pedigrees of the spreading Branches 
of the Stock of Heber, in the Munster Book, in possession of the As- 
sistant Secretary. 



A. D. 984. 

xc. Eochaidh O'Floinn, a celebrated poet and historian, died this 
year. He wrote several poems in his native language, Which are pre- 
served in ancient MSS. of great respectability, particularly the Books of 
Glendaloch, Ballimote, and Leacan, the Dinn Seanchas, Book of Inva- 
sions, Keating's History of Ireland, &c. &c. &c. 

The following are the most remarkable and best known of this author's 
works : 

1. A poem of two hundred and twenty-four verses, interlined with a 
Gloss, upon the Invasion of Ireland, by Partholan, giving an account 'bf 
the place from which he first set out for Ireland; the places he stopped 



.at in his passage ; the period at which he arrived in Ireland; the chief 
persQns that accompanied him in his expedition; the invasion of the 
iFomorians ; the number of their ships and people ; and the ' battle of 
Magh Itb, fought between them and Partholan's people. This poem 
begins ." pfiftioUn, Ctfwtf zamcc" tk Partholan, from whence came he. 
ilt is inserted in the O'Clerys' Book of Invasions, in possession of the 
Assistant Secretary. 

2. A poem, interlined with a gloss, one hundred and four verses, on 
the colonization of Ireland,, first by.Ceassar, and again by Partholan, 
giving an account of. the, times in which both these colonies arrived in 
Ireland, the number and names of loughs and rivers discovered in Ireland 
in the time of Partholan, and the death of the entire colony. This 
poem begins " QL cocrnd d3<Q*;n6 coernvfemg," " t Qh ye learned of the 
plain of mild and generous Conn*" It is to be found in the Q'Clerys' 

(Book of Invasions already .mentioned in different places of £his ac- 
count. 

3. A poem of twenty-eight verses, upon the division of Ireland 
betweeen the four sons of Partholan, marking the places where the 
boundaries of each met. 

This poem begins €€ Ceaijokp, nwc ba gjtibfcd, glojt," ". Four sons, who 
were fierce, clamorous." It may be found in the first vplume pf Doctor 
Keating'* History of Ireland, published by Barlow, in its original lan- 
guage, with a literal translation by the late Mr* William Haliday, a> 
young gentleman of extraordinary talent, whose early death is an irre- 
parable loss to Irish literature. 

4. A poem of sixty-eight verses, giving the names of the Druids, 
Artists, &c. that accompanied Partholan to Ireland. 

This poem begins V Ro bo mtui d» w-rjrjcift moijs" " Good were the great 
family ." It is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

5. A poem of fifty-six verses upon the destruction of Conaing's tower, 
and the battles fought between the tfomoriaus and Nemethians. 

This poem begins " Cogcul tttyt Coming co ngoiV « Destruction of the 
tower of Conaing by valour." It is inserted in the O'Clerys' .Book of 
Invasions. 



6. A poem of one hundred and ninety-six verses, interlined with a gloss. 
in this poem Eochaidh mentions the creation of Adam, and the time that 
elapsed from that era to the time that Ceassar is said to have landed 
in Ireland; the number of years that expired between the universal deluge 
and the colonization of Ireland by Partholan; and 'the interval between 
the destruction of the Partholanian colony, by the plague, and the arrival 
of Nemeth. He then gives an account of the Nemethian colony, of their 
coming from Scythia, and their passage to Ireland; and recounts the 
number of their ships, and the names of their leaders. The transactions 
of the Nemethians after their landing in Ireland are then related ; such as 
the clearing of several plains, by cutting down the timber with which the 
country was overgrown ; the discovery of lakes and rivers ; the hardships 
and oppression they suffered from the Fomorians ; the battles they fought 
with them, and the destruction of Conaing's tower ; the return of part 
of the colony to Greece, and the emigration of another part into Britain, 
under Britan, the bald, from whom that country is said to derive its 
name. 

This poem begins " djte oil o^bmz £>6oi6i]/' " Erin grand, where rule 
the Gaels. 9 ' It is preserved in the Book of Invasions, by the O'Clerys, 
and in other MSS. in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

7. A poem, with an interlined gloss, beginning " hCjie co imttill co t)io6- 
nctib," " Eire, by excellence and force of arms." A copy of this poem, 
containing seventy- two verses, without a gloss, is in the Book of Invasions,, 
inserted in the Book of Leacan, fol. 11, column 2. There is another • 
copy in the O'Clerys' Book of Invasions, accompanied by a gloss inter- 
lined, but in this copy there are only sixty verses. 

8. A poem of sixty-eight verses, giving the names of the principal 
leaders that came with the sons of Melisius to Ireland, and also the names 
of the places where several of them died. 

This poem begins " Coiy fcch mx loiosf i btiji left," « Chiefs of this fleet 
across the sea." An entire copy of this poem is preserved in the Book of 
Leacan, fol. 12, col. 2, and ascribed to Eochaidh O'Floinn. In the 
Book of Invasions, by the O'Clerys, an extract is given from this poem, 
which they attribute to Flann of Bute. 



lxvii 

9. A poem of seventy-two verses, with an interlined gloss, upon the 
accession of Sobhairce and Cearmna Fionn to the throne of Ireland, 
A. M . 3045, the partition of the island between, them, and upon the 
raths or forts erected by them, or that were called after them ; particu--. 
larly those of Dun Sobhairce, now called Carriekfergus,. in the North, 
and Dun Cearmna, now Kinsale,. in the South of Ireland*. 

This poem begins " bun Sobaijtce, 6uCf> { tudg luj," " Sobhairce's Fort,, 
shield of a numerous host." It is preserved in the Book of Invasions, 
by the O'Clerys, and in the Book of Leacan* fol. 15, col. 3. In 
the first of these MSS* the text is accompanied by a copious gloss,, 
without which it could not be easily understood. la the last-mentioned. 
MS. the text alone is given. 

10. A poem of three hundred and twenty-eight verses,, with an inter- 
lined gloss, upon the Invasion, of Ireland by the sons of. Golamh, or 
Milesius, and the kings of his race, who governed Ireland- from the first 
landing of the Milesian colony,; A. M. 2935, to the time of Aengus, 
(Ollmhuchachj or Ollbhuadhach (All-extinguishing, or All-conquering), 
in A. ML 3150). The name of each- king is recited, an account given* 
of the plains cleared by them, of the lakes that sprung up, and the 
rivers that began to flow in their times, and of the battles in which they 
were engaged. 

A copy of. this poem is given by the O'Clerys in their Book of In- 
vasions. It commences " Czfib oef eccrja dibiofr," " Hearken ye* 
people of delightful wisdom." There is another copy in the Book of 
Leacan, fol.. 14. col. 2. but this copy wants the Gloss, and contains only 
three hundred and twelve verses. 

11. A poem of one hundred and eighty-eight verses, with an interlined! 
gloss, giving an. account of the building of the palace of Emania, in 
Ulster, (now Ardmagh) by Cimbaeth, king of that province,. A. M. 3596 ^ 
the kings that ruled there, from the time of Cimbaeth to the reign of Conor 
Mac Nessa, cotemporary with our Lord Jesus Christ, and from the death, 
of Conor, to the destruction of Emania by the three Collas, immediately, 
after the battle of Achadh-leith-dearg, in which they defeated and slew. 
Fergus fogha, king of Ulster, A. D. 331. It also gives the names of ther 
provincial kings of Ulster, who became monarchs of Ireland.. 

1 
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This poem is given by the O'Clerys in their Book of Invasions, 
and in the Book of Leacan, fol. 16. col. 1. This last copy has no 
Gloss. The poem begins " 6ctmt;r) io6i)<tc cubinfc," " Well armed, delight- 
ful Emania." 

12. A poem of fifty-six verses, giving the names ^f the twenty-five 
sons of Ugaine Mor, or H agony the Great, monarch of Ireland; an 
account of the partition of the country between them, and the districts 
that fell to the share of each son. 

This poem begins " Ugofte, udlldc, drojtd ," " Hugony, learned, illus- 
trious." It is to be found in the Book of Leacan, fol. 16, col. 4, and in 
the O'Clerys' Book of Invasions. 

13. A poem of seventy-two verses, which gives the names of the fifteen 
kin^that reigned over the province of Ulster, from the time of Cim- 
baeth to that of Conor, son of Nessa, and the number of years that 
each king reigned; speaks of the building of Emania, and i he number N 
of kings that reigned there from the time of Conor, son of Nessa, to 

• • • 

the destruction of that palace by the three Collas, sons of Eocbaidh 
Doimhlein, and grandsons of Cairbre Liffeachar, monarch of Ireland. 

This poem begins u Cimbaec, cteite ooc r> CimKt," " Cimbaeth, protector 
of the poets of Emania." It is preserved in the Book of Invasions,* 
inserted in the Book of Leacan, fol. 16. col. 3. 

14. A poem of two hundred and thirty-two verses, on the creation of 
the world ; the names and ages of the Patriarchs who lived before the 
general deluge ; the building and dimensions of Noah's ark; the deaths 
of Noah and his sons ; the building of the Tower of Babel ; the confusion 
of languages, and the settlement of Niull, son of ¥emus fansaidh, in 
Egypt. 

This poem begins " VHtHji cctic coiropb time" " Father of all who 
measurest the heavens." A very ancient copy of this poem is to be found 
in a vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, and another copy 
on vellum, written in the 13th century, is in the collection of the As- 
sistant Secretary. 

There is another poem that by some persons is attributed to this author, 
beginning " R15 oa loc it) locf <* fcedf ," u King of lakes, this southern 
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lake ;" but it is by others, perhaps more properly, ascribed to Flann of 
Bute. It is to be found in the Dinn Seanchas. 



A. D. 990. 

xci. Tighernach the Annalist, under the year 990, records the death 
of Urard Mac Coise, in these words, " Upapb rode Coife pftiro eccey 
5<*oi6il 6'ecc itf/t mbua\6 ditjtigerooijte a ccludin meic tioif ," " Urard Mac 
Coisi, the first learned of the Gathelians, died, after great penance, in 
Cluain-toacfi6is." He wtote 

1. A poem beginning " CDoelfecUiQ {mfetkji gdoibil," " Maolseachlaiuo, 
elder of the Gael, or Gritheltaas." 

2. A poem of eighty-eight verses, upon the death of Sean Fergal 
O'Ruairc, king of Conaght, who was killed A. D. 961, by Congalach, 
lord of Breagh and Cnoghba in Meath. 

This poem begins " Op6o<te oMtfm 6ery 3 jti," " Sorrowful the poet 
after his king." It is to be found in the collection of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 

3. A poem, beginning " Ctf&fii&Mt) fctjc a 1o/tdi/t& peil," " May you live, 
Oh geflerou* lorard," ifc afecribed to this author; but as it is addressed to ' 
himself, it is more likely it was written by some of his cotemporaries. 

• The Four Masters, wider the year 1023, record the death of an Erard 
Mac Com ; but from the poem on the death off Fergal O'Ruairc, above* 
mentioned, written immediately after the fall of that king in 964, when 
the writer must have been a man of full age, it would appear the Erard 
ctf the'Four Masters; and the Urard of Tighernach, were two distinct 
prirgoiVs. The Erard who died in Anno 1Q23, is said to have been the 
Secretary of Maolseachlainn, and was perhaps the author of the poem 
beginning u CDrfodf eclttirj yirjf iojt gaoibil," which we have above given to 
the Mac Coisi of whom we are now speaking. 
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A. D. 1008. 

xch. The Four Masters, under this year, record the death of Clothna, 
-son of Angus, chief poet of Ireland hi his time. Some poems attributed 
to him are in the library of Trinity College. 



A. D. 1009. 

xciii. Mal Suthain O'Carboll, lord of the Eoganachts of Lough 
Lein, one of the people (Monks) of Intsfallen, the most learned of the 
western world, died this year, according to the Four Masters. He is said 
to be the first writer of the annals of Inisfallen. 



A V IX 1015. 

xciy. Mac Liag, Secretary to Brian Boroimhe, monarch of Ireland, 
died this year, according to the annals of the Four Masters, who record 
ids death in these words, " (Dae liacc, .i. COtjftfceajtcafc, mac Cobceajttaii, 
4Xpb 6lUm epetob dn ran f i)i 6ecc," " Mac Liag, i. e. Muirkeartagh, son of 
Conkeartach, ai that time chief doctor (professor) of Ireland, died." He 
was author of the following works* : 

1. " ieobty oijitf *5*f arjala <*jt cogtaifc agdf op cdtaifc eijtior)&," " A 
book of Chronology and Annals on the wars and battles of Ireland/' This 
book, notwithstanding its title, is confined to an account 6f the battles of 
Munster, during the time of Brian Boroimhe. A fine copy, written in 
1710, by John Mac Solly, a celebrated scribe, and native of Cig callaifl, 
or Stickallen, near Slane, in the county Meath, is in the collection of 
the Assistant Secretary. 



lxxi 

2. A Life of Brian Boroimhe. An extract from this work was given 
by the late General Valancey, in the first edition of his Irish Grammar. 

3. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning " bi mac 6edg 
60 cin o Cbdf ," " Twelve sons descended from Cas," upon the descendants 
of Cas, son of Conall Each luath, king of Munster, A. D. 366. 

4. A poem of thirty-two verses, beginning <c 05 roccc 6eag Cbinetaig 
cdi6," " Twelve sons of chaste Cinneide," giving ah account of the 
twelve sons of Kennedy, father of Brian Boroimhe. 

These poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, in the 
hand-writing of John Mac Solly, mentioned above. 

5. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning " 71 Cbin-co^a6 cditii Ojtian," 
c( Oh Cinn-coradh, where is Brian," upon Cinn-coradh, the palace of 
Brian Boroimhe. 

This beautiful and pathetic poem was written by Mac Liag, after the 
death of Brian, in which the author laments the loss of that hero, and 
other illustrious chiefs that used to resort to his hospitable mansion. It 
is preserved in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. in a volume of 
very valuable poems, collected in the Netherlands in the year 1650, by 
Nicholas, alias Fergal O'Gara, a friar of the order of Saint Augustine, 
who, after finishing his studies in Spain, returned to Ireland, where he 
was highly respected, and in the days of Cromwell left his native land, 
with many others, and retired to Lisle. Another copy is in the collection 
of the Assistant Secretary. 

6. A poem, beginning " ^ify cdinicc ctjciro 6fUain," " Westward came 
the fall of Brian." 

7. A poem of twenty verses, beginning " p*6* Beit $&t) aifcuef ," * € Long 
to be without delight." This short poem was written by the author when 
be had retired to 1r}f e gall, (the Hebrides) after the death of Brian 
Boroimhe ; and in it he bitterly laments his absence from Ceann-coradh, 
and his want of the pleasures he was there accustomed to enjoy. 

The two last-mentioned poems are in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary, in the hand- writing of John Mac Solly, 

The Four Masters, in recording the death of this writer, give two 
ranns, which they say were the first and the last that were written by 
him. 
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First Rann : 

« COtj/tcf/tcttc becc mdc mail cetfiztc. 6ttt dc longdtfie M mbo 

Last Rann : 
" 21 cl*;cc azd 1 cw6 rotttJaiftc. 6o ciy wi tecccfic cdjuxux 
go 6ojjc tt* do 6iwg 6*11)5. <tf &it f cwzeap an ftklarj 
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A. D. 1020, 

xcv. About this time Donogh, son of Brian Boroihme, carried on a 
dispute, with Iorard, or Erard Mac Coise, Secretary to the monarch Maol- 
seachloinn, in which Donogh endeavours to shew that his father and the 
Munster troops were superior to Maolseachloinn and his followers. A 
poem, of one hundred and ninety-two verses, upon this subject, ascribed 
to Donogh, has come down to our times, a copy of which is in the col- 
lection of the writer of this account. It begins " tye£o\ji roeif i, d fbic 
Coif i !" " Answer me, Oh Mac Coisi." 



A. D. 1023. 

xcvi. The Four Masters, under this year record the death of Erard 
Mac Coisi, the chief historian of Ireland, in these words, " Cfidjib COotc 
Coife d/tdfcfionjicifc ya ugdouJecrt fc'ecc hi Ccluaw mac fMoiy- 14 itoeig fcedttf." 
" Erard Mac Coisi, Chief Chronicler of the Gaels, died in Cluain-mac- 
Nois, after a good life." 

From the similarity of names between this author and the Urard Mac 
Coisi, mentioned under the jear 990, and Chiain-mac-Nois being men- 
tioned as the place where both died, some antiquarians have supposed 
them to be the same person. But this is improbable, though not impossible. 



XJrard Mfte Coisi, who, Tighernach says, died in the year 990, was poet to 
Ferghal O'Ruairc, king of Conaght, who was killed A. D. 961. IJtfaM 
should be therefore near one hundred years old, if he lived to the ye$r, 
1083, when Erard Mac Coisi died, according to the Four M&aterp, and 
consequently, would be unable to carry on a literary contest with Dpnggh, 
son of Brian Boroimhe, which we are assured Erard Mac Coisi, Secretary, 
to Maolseachlainn, did. These circumstances considered, it may be |air 
to conclude thaMhty #ere tiro distinct persons, and that Erard wjho^efl 
in 1023, was the real author of the [poem beginning " (pdoil^rtclqirj f iSf^fl 
5doi6edl," attributed to Urard Mac Coise, who died A. D. 990. 
See A. D. 990. 



A. D. 1024. 

cxvn. Clan O'Lochain, the most learned and celebrated antiquarian 
and historian of Ireland, in his time, was killed in Teathbha this year, 
according to the concurrent testimonies of the annals of Tighernach, Inis- 
fallen, and the Four Masters. His talents and his virtues were so highly 
appreciated by his countrymen, that he was made joint regent of Ireland 
with Corcran Cleireach, (a clergyman) after the death qf Wao^achtainn. 
He was author of the following much esteemed pieces : 

1. A poem of one hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning << Ce^ 
fnaift zo£<x rxx zzulac," " Tarah, choice of hills," upon the splendor of 
the royal palace of Tarah, in the time of Cormac Ma? Art, monarch of 
Ireland, A. D. 250. 

A copy of this poem is given in the Book of Invasions^ by the O'Clerye, 
and other copies are in the Dinn Seanchas, in an old vellum MS. be- 
longing to Sir William Betham, and in the Book of Leacan. 

2. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning " Sljcfjt 
din idbdf (Xn recce, if me <tr? ro teocdw Uibedc," " Oh praiseworthy ip*n, 
who closest the house, I am the poetic O'Lochan," upon the rgy&l righto 
and privileges of the monarch and provincial kings o£ betafich [ . . 
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Copies of this poem are preserved in the Book of Leacan, in an ancient 
vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, and in the collection, 
of the* Assistant Secretary. 

8. A poem of fifty-six verses, beginning " Srfep a\nm Sjr>bd f CH516 uttiro," 
" Noble name of Shanon, hear from me/' upon the origin of the name 
of the river Shanon. 

This poem is to be found in the copies of the Dinn Seanchas, in the 
Book of Leacan, fol. 188, col. 2, in Sir William. Betham's large vellum, 
MS. and in the Assistant Secretary's collection. 



A. D. 1030. 

xcvhi. Cumara, son of Mac Liag, chief poet of Ireland, died thi» 
year. We are not able to say where any of his works are now to be 
found*. 



A. D. 1041. 

xcix. Tighernach, the annalist, records the death of the son of Auvm- 
hire, a judge, this year, in these words: "OOac^lirjmijte'Sl^^ertiomQljtb- 
nmdctf, dcdf ctjle eolaif efitori 6jcc," " The son of Ainmhire, chief judge 
of Ardmagh, and flood of knowledge, or science, of Ireland, died." 

We cannot, at present, point out where any of this author's works are 
to be found. 



A- J). 1048. 

c. Cennfaoladh O'Cuill, ollamh (professor), of Munster, died this 
year. He wrote a poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning 
l € Ccac fuar) na bojifcfta a w*jt6 titty," " House of rest, of sorrow in the west," 
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on the death of Eogan (Owen) grand nephew of Brian I 
was killed in a battle fought in Ossory, in the year 1027. 
Copy in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. 



A. D. 1050. 

ci. Coleman O'Seasnan flourished about this time. He was author of, 
1st. a poem of three hundred and twenty-eight verses, beginning " Cl<t»6 
ollafnctT) rdvfle e<rinw*," " Children of poets, the nobles of Emania," on the 
palace of Emania, and the Christian kings and nobles of Ulster. 2d. A 
poem, beginning " Cafn^r) <x\<x\t)b djtuf UlctS," " Beautiful Emania, mansion 
of Ulster, 9 ' gives an account of thirty-four Ulster kings that reigned in 
Emania, from the time of its foundation by Cimbaeth to the time of its 
final destruction. Copies in the Book of Ballimote in the library of the 
Royal Irish Academy. 



A. D. 1056. 

en. Flann Mainistreach, or Flann, Abbot of the monastery of Bute, 
died in the month of December this year. He was author of several 
poems, of which the following are the most remarkable : 

1. A poem of one huqdred and sixty verses, beginning " 61^16, <t 
eolcd cen ou," " Attend, oh ye learned without reproach," on the deaths 
of the most remarkable of the Tuatha-de-dannans, and the places where 
they died. 

This poem is preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 28, col. 1. and in 
the Book of Invasions by the O'Clerys. 

2. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, with an interlined 
gloss, beginning " Rig Ceafojtd &ux zcjbayb tnu," " Kings of Tarah, who 
were active in life," gives the names of the monarchs of Ireland from 

m 
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Eochaidh Feilioch, who began to reign A. M. 3922, to the death of Da- 
thy, at the foot of the Alps, A. D. 428, and also an account of their deaths. 

Copies of this poem are to be found in the Book of Leacan, fol. 24, 
col. 4, and in the O'Clerys' Book of Invasions. The Leacan copy has no 
gloss. 

3. A poem of two hundred and eight verses, beginning " ^15 Cectm- 
j\n cdofcdifce lci/t rudiTj," " Kings of Tara afterwards joined," giving an ac- 
count of the names and deaths of the Christian Monarchs of Ireland, 
from Laogaire, whose reign began A. D. 429, to the death of Maol- 
seachlainn the 2d, A. D. 1022. 

Copies of this poem are preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 25, 
col. 1, and the O'Clerys* Book of Invasions. 

4. A poem of one hundred and thirty verses, beginning " GQiqrizCp 
p<tzzfid)cc rut pp dieted jt," " Family of Patrick of the prayers," gives 
an account of Saint Patrick's household, and the names of the persons 
who filled different offices under him. 

A copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, in 
the hand-writing of John Mac Solly. 

5. A poem of one thousand two hundred and twenty verses, beginning 
" fteibig bam d t)he 60 mm," " Prepare for me, oh God of Heaven," 
on the emperors, kings, and other sovereigns of the Assyrians, Persians, 
Grecians, Romans, &c. from the days of Ninus, to the time of the emperor 
Theodosius. 

Copies of this poem are preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 20, 
col. 2.; in Sir William Betham's large vellum MS. and in the collection 
of the Assistant Secretary. 

6. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning " 2ltd f u»& ferjiuf m<tt 
y uditt," €€ Here is a history not mean/' on the taxes or tributes payable 
to the princes of Tirconnell, and the subsidies paid by them to their 
subordinate chiefs. 

An ancient copy of this poem is in the collection of John M'Namara, 
of Sandymount, Esq. and another in that of the Assistant Secretary. 

7. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning Cfc ?l lirfcdi/t <tc<l dijt 60 
tdjt," " Oh book, there is on thy page," on the rights and privileges 
of the kings of Oiligh and Cineal Conaill, the O'Neills and O'Donells. 
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Copies of this poem are in the collections of the Rev- Doctor O'Brien, 
professor of Irish in the Royal College of Maynooth ; John M'Namara, 
of Sandymount, Esq. and the Assistant Secretary of this Society. . 

8 A poem of two hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning " Cpyjdlt 
cr t ng\6 cloitt* Jtall," " Conall, hero of the race of Niall," in praise of 
Conall Gulban, son of Niall of the nine hostages, who conquered a 
settlement in Ulster for himself and three of his brothers, Owen, Cairbre, 
and Eanna. From this hero, the district called Tir-Conel, or Conall'* 
country, is named, which anciently comprehended the present counties 
of Donegall and Londonderry. The bounds of Tirconnel are set out in 
the poem, and fifty battles fought by Conall in different parts of Ireland, 
are enumerated. This poem is by some writers attributed to Flann 
Mac Lonain. , 

Another poem on the same subject, and beginning with the same 
words, written by Giolla Brighide Mac Coinmhidhe, appears in the 
account of that author's works, under the year 1350. 

A fine copy of this poem is in the manuscript collection of the Rev. 
Doctor O'Brien, Irish professor in the Royal College of Maynooth. 

9. A poem of one hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning "21 
eolcd Condill ceolttig," " Oh ye learned of musical Conall," on Dalach, 
Chief of Tirconall, from whose grandson Donald, the noble family of 
O'Donell derive their name, as they are also called Clann Dalaigh, or sons 
of Dalach, from himself. From this poem it appears that Dalach was the 
youngest of the five sons of Muircheartach, prince of Tirconell, the tenth 
in descent from Conall Gulban, son of Niall, of the nine hostages. It 
is shown that Dalach was a man of great wealth, and purchased the 
chiefry of his tribe from his elder brothers. 

Copies of this poem are in the manuscript collections of the Rev. 
Doctor O'Brien, and of the Assistant Secretary. 

10. A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning " Cdi/tpfte, CoccbdT), e»6<t 
fciro," " Cairbre, Owen, active Enna," on the territories or portions of 
land possessed by four of the sons of Conall Gulban, son of Niall of the 
nine hostages. The boundaries of each son's land is set out, and the 
names of their several districts given. This poem is also attributed to 
Giolla Brighde Mac Coinmhidhe. 
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Copies in possession of the Rev. Doctor O'Brien, and of the Assistant 
Secretary. 

11. A poem of one hundred and eighty verses, beginning " Grid, betted 
Caippfte cjtuctm," " Enna, ward of valiant Cairbre," on the descendants 
of Fergus, and Earc, the daughter of Loarn, king of Scotland. This is 
by some ascribed to Loughlin, son of Teige og O'Daly. 

Copies in the collections of Doctor O'Brien, and of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 

12. A poem of eighty-eight verses, beginning " €14*515 jte ConctU cctlmcc/' 
" Attend ye to valorous Conall," on the dispute between Owen, ancestor 
of the O'Neills, and Conall, founder of the O'.Donell family. 

Copies of this poem are in the collections of Doctor O'Brien and the 
Assistant Secretary. 

13. A poem, beginning " 2lr<t ^rn6 ftrll<t6 Del 71105," " Here is a cata- 
logue of the kings." 

14. A poem of fifty-six verses, beginning " tei/i 501c obdtp fSjtiobdf, an 
mxmc lo^elirjuy," " Between every work that the monk Joceline writes." 
This poem is on the family of the O'Donelb, whose great ancestor Conall 
as Joceline tells us, in the 138th chapter of his /Life of St. Patrick, re- 
ceived a particular blessing from our Apostle. 

Copy in the manuscript collection of the Rev. Doctor O'Brien, and in 
that of the Assistant Secretary. 

Some of these last-mentioned poems are, by some writers, ascribed to 
Giolla Brighide Mac Coinmhidhe, and, by others, to Fergal Mac an 
Bhaird, who lived long after the time of Flann. 

See Mac Coinmhidhe, under the year 1360. 



A. D. 1064. 

cm. The Blind O'Lonan, chief poet and historian of Munster, died* 
this year, according to the Annals of the Four Masters. We are not, 
at present, able to say where any of his works are to be found. 
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A. D. 1065. 

civ. Dubhdaleithe (Dudley), Archbishop of Ardmagh, died this year. 
He was a man in so high estimation, that in the year 988 he was ap- 
pointed successor to St. Patrick and St. Columb Kille, by the general 
consent of the people of Ireland and Scotland. In the year 1050, he 
made a circuit of Cineal Conaill, and obtained three hundred cows from 

• 

the people of that country. He Wrote Annals of Ireland, to his own time, 
which are quoted in the Ulster Annals, under the years 962 and 1021, 
and by the Four Masters, under the year 978. 

cr. At this period flourished Donnchuach O'Fuathghaile, a Cleric, 
who wrote a poem giving an account of the children of Adam and Ere, 
of Noah and his sons, and of the tribes or nations sprung from each. 
The poem consists of three hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning 
" f?ei6ig bam tf be bo mm" " Prepare for me, oh God of Heaven." 

Copy in the Books of Leacan and Ball i mote, and in the collection of 
the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1061. 

cvi. Tigernach, in his Annals under this year, records the death of 
Morogh O'Cairthe, a writer of Conaght, in these words, " GDopchd rti 
Catjttt dftb bfk&n tk-gif 4jib olUrin Corjcccc 6o bdax6 d lofc c<rtgdi6," " Morogh 
O-Catrthe, Arch Druid, and Chief Professor of Conaght, was drowfted in 
Lough Calgaidh." The word &/tdi in this passage, deserves the attentkm 
of those Who assert that Druidism was the established religion of Ireland, 
before the introduction of Christianity. A fact which others deny, and 
which cannot be proved from the use of the word 6/tdt, or 6/taoib, which 
mean* only a Sage, a Wise Man, a Philosopher, a Magician or Sorcerer. 
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A. D. 1012. 

cvif. Giolla Caoimhghin, a celebrated poet and historian, died this 
year. He was author of the following poems : 

1. A poem of one hundred and seventy- two verses, beginning 
" gdebdl gLtkf o c2ti6 gaeibil," " Gaodal green, from whom Gathelians 
sprung." 

This poem gives the names of the ancestors of the chief line of the 
Gaels, from the dispersion at Babel until their arrival in Spain. Copies 
of it are to be found in the Books of Ballimote and Leacan, in the library 
of the Royal Irish Academy, and in the Book of Invasions, and other 
ancient MSS. in possession of the Assistant Secretary. One of these is 
collated with some other copies, and the various readings marked in the 
margin. 

2. A -chronological poem of six hundred and thirty-two verses, begin- 
ning *' Cijtiu <L\jib mif u<l pig," " Noble Eire, Island of Kings." 

This poem commences with an account of the first colonization of 
Ireland, and gives the names of the monarchs, and the number of years 
that each reigned until the coming of Saint Patrick, ii\ the reign of 
Laoghaire, A. D* 432. This was one of the principal documents on 
which O' Flaherty founded his technical Chronology. 

Six copies of this work are in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 
One of them is on vellum, transcribed by Adam O'Cianan, a famous 
scribe, in the year 1450 ; and another, collated with other copies, and 
the various readings noted, with a view to publication. Copies are also 
in the Books of Ballimote and Leacan. 

3. A poem of one hundred and fifty- two verses, beginning " 2lccc funb 
fopba frerffa," " Here is the finishing of information," on the Christian 
kings of Ireland. 

This poem is ascribed to Conaing O Maolconaire, by O'Flaherty, and 
others. — See Conaing O'Maolconaire. 

4. A poem of one hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning " 3t eolba 
Cifteafi ai/t6e," " O ye learned of illustrious Erin," gives the names and 
number of Milesian monarchs that reigned in Ireland, shewing from 
which of the sons of Golamh each king was descended, and which of 
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them reigned alone, or were joined with others in the government. It 
also gives the names of the kings who ruled in Ireland, of the Fir Bolg 
and Tuatha-de-Danan race. 

Copies of this poem are in the hands of almost every Irish scholar. 
There are six copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, some of 
them written on vellum, and of great antiquity. 

5- A chronological poem of two hundred and twenty verses, beginning 
" Hmb<xltk}6 twill t;te," " All the annals down." 

The time of this poem commences with the creation, and is carried 
down to the year 1072, when the author wrote. The poet divides his 
chronology into different leras, and gives the names of several memorable 
persons who lived in each period. 

There is a fine copy of this poem preserved in an ancient vellum MS. 
iii possession of Sir William Betham, and another old copy in the collec- 
tion of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1088. 

cvn i. Tigernach, Abbot of Cluain-mac-nois, died this year. He wrote 
annals of Ireland, from the reign of Cimbaeth, king of Ulster and 
monarch of Ireland, A. M. 3696, to his own time. These annals are 
partly in Latin and partly Irish, and were continued by Augustin M'Grath 
to the year of Christ, 1405, at which time he died. A copy of the Annals, 
and the continuation, are in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. 
Another copy, with the continuation to the year 1163, is in the manuscript 
collection of John M'Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. 



A. D. 1100. 

cix. About this period flourished Maol Iosa, a Divine, who devoted 
his pen to the service of religion. Two poems only of this author's works 
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have come under our observation. The first consists of fifty-two verses, 
beginning " 21 mo c6mb\r ndm cou»c6," " O my God, who art my pro- 
tector." — In this poem the author begs of God to keep him from sin. 
The second poem is an exhortation to keep the fasts prescribed by the 
Church. It begins, " bm fyieirje m longuti," " No feasting on Fridays." 

These poems are preserved in a fine vellum manuscript in the library 
of William Monck Mason, Esq. and copies are also in the collection of 
the Assistant Secretary. 

ex. About this time also lived Maelmuibe O'Moirin. A hymn, com- 
posed by him in his last sickness, is preserved in a beautiful vellum 
manuscript, written in the year 1561, in the library of William Monck 
Mason, Esq. It consists of forty-eight verses of an uncommon mea- 
sure, beginning " QUhm mo 6bwx," " I beseech my God." 

cxi. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned authors was William 
O'Hanley, who, like them, employed his time and talents in the service 
of God and religion. A hymn, consisting of fifty-two verses, in the same 
measure as that of Maelmuire O'Moirin, is preserved in the library of 
William Monck Mason, Esq. and also in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. It begins " Tliluo irj Cjtir/<," " I beseech the Trinity." 



A. D. 1136. 

cxn. Tanaidhe O'Mulconaire, a celebrated historian and poet, died 
this year. He was author of the two poems following : 

1. A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning " pftbol5 baztkji friobd fed," 
" The Firbolg they were here a while." 

This poem treats of the Firbolg, who possessed Ireland before the arrival 
of the Tuatha de Danan, and whose posterity remained in possession of a 
great part of the island, until after the introduction of Christianity. It 
gives the names of their kings, the number of years that each king 
reigned, and the places where they died. , 
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2. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning " Cu&tt be t>aw*n) po 6ia- 
rodijt," " The Tuatha de Danan were obscure." 

This poem gives the names of the seven kings of the Tuatha de Danan 
race, who ruled Ireland for a period of one hundred and ninety-seven 
years. It also mentions the arrival of the Milesians in A. M. 2935. 

Copies of both these poems are to be found in the Book of Invasions? 
by the O'Clerys, in possession of the Assistant Secretary, and a copy of the 
latter poem is in the Book of Conquests, or Invasions, preserved in the 
Book of Leacan, fol. 11, col. 3, in the library of the Royal Irish 
Academy. 

In the Book of Ba Hi mote, fol. 18, a. col. 2, this writer is called 
Tanaidhe O'Dubhsailech. 

cxiii. Neidb O'Maolconaire, another historian, of the same family as the 
foregoing writer, died this year, according to Tigernach's continuator. 
We have not met with any of his works. 



A.D. 1138. 

cxiv. Cuchonacht O'Daly, of Meath, said by the Annalists to have 
been the best poet of Ireland in his time, died this year. We are unable 
to say where any of this author's works are to be found. 

cxv. In this year also died Auliffe mor M'Firbis, Ollamh of Hy Fia- 
cbra. This author was of the family of M'Firbis of Lecan, and probably 
one of the original compilers of the Record now known by the name of 
the Book of Leacan. 



A. D. 1143. 

rxvi. GiollaModhuda O'Cassidy, otherwise called Dall Clairineach, 
Abbot of Ardbraccan, in Meath, died this year. He was a very learned 

n 
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mart, a well-informed historian, atid a famous poet. Of the works of 
this author three poems only have come down to our times, all of which 
are on the history of Ireland. 

1. A poem, beginning " d^iu 05, wf d* worn," " Sacred Erin, Isle of 
Saints," gives a catalogue of the Christian monarchs of Ireland, from the 
reign of Looghaire, A. D. 428, to the death of Maoilseachlainn the 
Second, A. D. 1022. It also gives the number of years that each king 
reigned. 

Four copies of this poem, some of them of great antiquity, are in the 
MS. collection of the Assistant Secretary. They vary in the number of 
their verses from three hundred and fifty-two, to three hundred and sixty- 
eight. The concluding rann of one of these copies shews that the 
number of verses of which it was originally composed, was three hundred 
and sixty. 

44 beic fioirto oczmpxb udiro, 

t>0 ftdD6d!b Ipt) ftfog 6udlT), 

3tijtimm cei) fOj\Cj\a6 ceo pell 

4€ Ten ranns*, and eighty from me 
Of the ranns in the pt>em of Kings, 
I number without excess, without falsehood, 
That fell the mighty of Erin." 

2. A poem of two hundred and four verses, containing a catalogue 
<j{ the monarchs of Ireland, shewing how many kings of each name 
governed the country. It begins a CtyBfceaf commit** ma ju£," " Becom- 
ing the synonima of the kings." 

An ancient copy of this poem, on vellum, is in the collection of Sir 
William Betham ; and another, transcribed in the year 1610, is in the 
collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

3. A poem consisting of three hundred and seventy-four ranns of irre- 
gular verses, beginning u 2l6ctro den didi/t o<t rj&aewe," " Adam only 

* Each rann consists of four verses. 
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father of men/' is to be found in the Book of Leacan, fol. 198, a. col. I. 
^he last ranu but six, gives the year 114T as the time in which the poem 
was written; and the last rann but one says it was written by Giolla 
Modhuda of Ardbracken. The general opinion is, that Giolla Modhuda 
died in 1143, and if so, the date mentioned in this copy must be erro- 
neous. There is a copy of this poem in a very ancient vellum manu- 
script in possession of the Assistant Secretary, but as it wants a few 
ranns in the latter end, the date cannot be ascertained by it. 

This poem gives the names of the wiyes and mothers of the kings and 
chiefs of Ireland of the Milesian race. 



A. D. 1160. 

cxvii. Giolla na naomh O'Dunn, died on the 18th of December in this 
year. He was chief bard to the king pf Leinster, and wrote many pOems, 
of which the following have come to our hands : 

1 . A poem of three hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning " 3libn>6 
f w tk Gijtiu 3ift6," " Pleasant that, oh noble Erin," upon the tribes that 
sprung from the sons of Milesius, and from Lughaidh, son of Ith, and 
the districts possessed by them. 

Two copies of this poem are in the hands of the Assistant Secretary, 
one of them in a very ancient vellum MS. the other transcribed in die 
year 1712, by John M'Soliy, a native of Stickallen, in the county of 
Meath. 

2. A poem, beginning " Coigeati Idigedn r\a leaic ft fog," " Leinster, pro- 
vince of the tombs of kings," two hundred and eighty verses, gives a 
catalogue of the Christian kings of Leinster, and the number of years 
each king reigned. 

Copies of this poem are preserved in the books of Leacan and Balli- 
mote. 

3. A poem of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, beginning " 2lift- 
fcidlUi a b earpaw CDflfcd/' " Qirgiallans, from Eamhara of. Macha," giving 
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an account of the chief tribes descended from the three Collas, sons of 
Cairbre Liffeachair, monarch of Ireland, who was killed at the battle of 
Gabhra Aichle, a small distance to the N. E. of Tara, in Meath, A. D. 
206, after a reign of seventeen years. 

A copy of this poem, in the hand- writing of James Maguire, A. D. 1708, 
is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

4. A poem of two hundred and ninety-six verses, beginning " poijdc 
fertncccibe ppejt Fpail," " The historians of the men of Fail (Ireland) 
testify," gives a catalogue of the Christian kings of Conaght. 

5. A poem beginning " 7i coigeab cdirj Cctytpjie cjtuaiti," O beautiful 
province of hardy Carby." 

This poem is by some ascribed to Brogan, who flourished A. D. 526. 

6. A poem beginning " CpuaccL Coficcte pat co jtciit," " Cruachan of 
Couaght, a fortress with prosperity ," two hundred and ninety-six verses, 
on the Christian kings of Conaght. It was written in A. D. 1150. 

This poem is by some, perhaps more properly, ascribed to Torna O'Mul- 
conaire, who flourished A. D. 1310. 
Copy in the Book of Ballimote, fol. 37, b. col. 1. 

cxviii. About this period also, flourished Aodh Ollabhar O'Carthach, 
chief poet of Conaght. He was author of a poem, consisting of sixty-four 
verses, beginning " Qlza fwt> yocccjt ma jog," " Here are the privileges of 
the kings," on the rights and immunities of the M'Dermotts, princes 
of Moy-Luirg. 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A- D. 1110. 

cxix. Maurice O'Regan, a native of Leinster, was employed by Der- 
mod Mc. Morogh, king of that province, as his ambassador to Strongbow, 
Robert Fita-Stephen, and others of the English nobles, to solicit their 
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aid in the recovery of his kingdom, from which he had been expelled by 
Roderick O'Conor, king of Conaght, and other Irish chiefs, for having 
forcibly carried off Dervorgilla, the wife of Tighernan O'flourke, and 
daughter of Maolseaghlainn, king of Meath. He wrote, in his native lan- 
guage, a history of the Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland, from the year. 
1168, to the siege of Limerick, in 11 71. This was translated iuto French 
verse by a gentleman, his cotemporary, from which a version was made 
into English by Sir George Carew, iu the reign of Queen Elizabeth* 
This latter translation is the first tract in Harris's Hibernica, published j 
in Dublin, 1770. 



A. D. 1191. 

cxx. The Annals of Mu aster record the death of Giolla Patrick 
O'Huidhir, or O'Heidhir, a famous poet, on the 16th of December, 
this year. He was superior of the convent of Inisfallen, and founder 
of many religious houses. We are not at present able to say where any 
of his works are to be found. 



A;D. 1220. 

cxxi. About this, period flourished Conor O'Kelly. He was author: 
of a metrical History, or Pedigree, of his own Tribe, the O' Kelly's, chiefs 
of Hy-Maine, an ancient district now comprehended in 4 the present 
counties of Galway and Roscommon. Rev. Charles O'Conor, in his 
catalogue of Irish MSS. in the Marquis of Buckingham's library at 
Stowe, mentions a copy of this poem preserved in No. 16, fol. 62, of that 
collection. 
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A. D. 1240. 

cxxu. Eoghan, or Owen M'Craith, son of Donogh mhaoil (the Bald), 
flourished at this time. He was author of the following pieces e 

1. A poem of forty-four verses, in answer to the poem No. 14 of 
Donogh mor O'Daly's works, beginning " 85*571 606 biomuf <* 6t^e." 
M'Craith's poem begins " CjteaB floe 4 piji rxl butfille," " Plough before 
thee, oh man of pride." 

2. A poem in dispraise of the flesh, consisting of fifty-two verses, bo* 
ginning " Oilpictfc g<tt) ceitl ttrj fcotdr)," " A beast without understanding 
is the flesh/' 

Fine copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 



A. D. 1244. 

cxxiii. Donogh mor O'Daly, Abbot of Boyle, a famous poet, who, for 
the sweetness of his verses, was called the Ovid of Ireland, died this year. 
He was author of many poems, of which the following have come within 
our notice : 

•1. A poem of forty-eight verses, in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
beginning " br } me tftitjjt nxttaifi tbic be" " Nurse of three, mother of the 
son of God." 

2. A hymn addressed to the Blessed Virgin, beginning " 21 »<tofp COfrrjfte 
d mdtdtft be," " O Holy Mary, O mother of God." Sixty v$rse$. 

3. A hymn of one hundred and eighty-four verses, addressed to the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning " Cptf jti<*i» 6r } z <x qjiok <Xr\ 
Cboimbe," " Hail to you, Oh Cross of the Godhead." 

4. A poem of seventy-six verses, 00 the vanity an4 instability of human 
life, beginning (t Opz 60 fe&f &f a jraogal," " On thee I relied, O. wojrld." 
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6. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, on the goodness of 
God > and the merits of our Redeemer, beginning " bid 6oro peitedro aijt 
FF^FS fl^e." " God be toy defence against the wrath of God," 

6. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, on the neglect of 
Religion, the punishment that attends the irreligious, and the necessity 
of Penance, begins " Cdnjic ceo td/i dD ccjiei6eain," u A cloud has come 
over the Faith." 

.. 7. A poem of one hundred and twenty verses on the death of a person 
of the name of Aongus, shewing that he was only lent for a while from 
God to the world. It begins " 3lijt idf dte pudjtdf ^ot^f," w Ona 
loan I had Angus." 

8. A penitential hymn of one hundred and twenty verses, beginning 
" H\iji\6e fuH hu\z d 6e," " Repentance here to thee, Oh God." 

9. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, in praise of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, beginning " ptjgedlt Bedrjdcx bjtu CDtjjte," " Pro- 
mise of a Blessing, the womb of Mary." This is sometimes attributed to 
Giolla Brightde M'Coinmhidhe. 

10. A prayer to the Deity, forty verses, beginning " Cfiei6iro Sure it 6e 
Dime," " I believe in thee, Oh God of Heaven." 

11. A poem of sixty-eight verses, on the necessity of reflecting that 
we must die. It begins " 21 ioldrj 61/5*6 dn bdf ," " O body, to thee 
belongs death." 

12. A poem of sixty-four verses, in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
It begins " Clu »d£ cdrcettjt clu COtjfie," " Praise not exhausted, the praise 
of Mary." 

13. A poem of one hundred and thirty-six verses, in praise of God and 
the kingdom of Heaven, beginning ,c bid 60 c/tutdn> Sftfdnfc/ttjg mwe," 
" God, who hast created the luminous palace of Heaven." 

14. An exhortation tG humility and amendment of life, fifty-two verses, 
beginning " Sgiyjt bob tffomctf a tf^w," " Cease thy pride, O man." 

15. A poem of twenty-four verses, in which the author declares he has 
found all his desires in God. It begins " pidjidf midrj, 6n puapaf rouffi." 
u I have found my desire, Oh I have found my love." This is by some 
ascribed to O'Daly fionn. 

16. A hymn to the Blessed Virgin Mary, forty-two verses, beginning 
" Ojt ud robdi) baiDcedfi Dime," " Gold of women, Queen of Heaven." 
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•17. On the Day of Judgment, and the signs by which it is to be .pre- 
ceded, one hundred and forty verses, beginning " 5*1^ cl l t 5 ,iJ !<*>»* dn 
#fi<tt<t," " Boisterous arise the arms of Judgment." 

18, A poem addressed to our Lord and the Blessed Virgin, one hun- 
dred and eighty- four verses, beginning " tocjtdi) foillf e di£ fK>t 2l6itim," 
" Lamp of brightness to the seed of Adam." 

10. On the Day of Judgment, the merits of Christ's sufferings, and 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin. This poem consists of two hun- 
dred and twenty-four verses, beginning " 1f pdd<t f^f w S fobdl be," 
-*< Long extended are the people of God." 

20. Upon our Lord Jesus Christ, two hundred and eighty-four verses, 
^beginning " £db<tm fcedcrodb 4 udttixl," " Let us give ty the of our songs," 

21. Upon the difference between heavenly and worldly riches, eighty 
^verses, begins " bo gtji6 fc-rjue 6m 6a rodow," " Man made a God of 

his riches." 

22. A poem of forty-eight versos, contains a .prayer, beseeching grace 
from God to lead a pious and holy life. It begins u Ced5<iif5 roeifi tt 
wicipo x)e f M "instruct me, Oh Son of my God." 

23. A poem exhorting to penance, thirty-two verses, beginning " Caon> 
tu pei» <x 6tjne:l>o?c6," " Weep for thyself, Oh miserable man." This poem 
is by some ascribed to Mahon O'Heffernan. 

24. On the death and resurrection of the Son of God, two hundred 
and twenty-eight verses, begins " €?vxi8 jte roajtfcflaib -rnic be," u Hark ye 
to the elegy of the Son of God." 

25. A poem addressed to God Almighty, beseeching him for his grace, 
and begging his mercy, forty-eight verses, beginning «' foijt ro'drogty <i 
t>m BiS," " Help my afflictions, Oh dear God." 

26. A poem, in which the author laments the hardness of his heart, 
and want of tears for bis sins, twenty-four verses, beginning " Cfiudg in* 
vupdf 50 loc tted/tg," " Sorrowful my pilgrimage to Lough Dearg." 

27. A poem of twenty-four verses, on three that wished for his 
death, the devil and his -imps,' and the worms. This poem begins " Vjnuji 
4z& dig bftdi tXift mo fcctf," " Three there are that expect my death:" 
Although the name of Donogh mor O'Daly appears on some of the 
•copies of this poem, there is reason to suspect that he was not the 
author. 



28» A poem of fortnight versea, beginning " ^<t c^eis *» t**5<l{ 5 
* mac," " Fly not from my instructions, Oh son!" an e&hortation to 
Christian piety. 

Copy in the library of John Mae Namara, Esq. 

29. A poem of one hundred and twenty verses, beginning " ?tir|iit>e 
^furi br^z & 6be f " " Here repentance to thee, oh God!" The poet 
here acknowledges his sins and his unworthiness, and begs forgiveness 
and mercy from the Lord. 

30. A poem of one hundred and sixteen verses, beginning "Cpe* tigrfiS 
tcouitg a 5cew," " What have ye for a long time, oh youths!" on Rickard, 
son of William de Burgo. In this poem the author says that he is O'Dalf 
of Meath, 

31. A long poem of one thousand two hundred verses, in praise of the 
power, majesty, and goodness of God. This poem begins " COo jtife /ii 
Dime," " My king, the King of Heaven." 

Besides the above, we have seen three other poems attributed to this 
author, but there are strong reasons that induce us to withhold a belie} 
that they were written by him. 

The first of these is a long poem, on the last end of man, but the ver» 
sification, and the kind of rhyme used in this poem, being but of modern 
invention, shew it to be the work of a less skilful genius than Donogh 
mor O'Daly. 

This poem begins " ?t tftjue cipne 60 cpio& fceijjednac," " Oh n>an, re- 
member thy last end." We have not seen any very correct copy of thi* 
piece ; one of the best has been lately priuted in this city. 

The second of these pieces, which we suppose to be erroneously 
ascribed to Donogh mor, is a poem of twenty-tour verses, inquiring why 
our Lord Jesus Christ, not being a builder, smith, or other artizan, or 
labourer, had received honour from some person of the name of Owen* 
It begins " H t>f a Cjifoffc Cjte6 4» coil, pa fcpra/taif odoiji 6 Co^div," " Oh 
Jesus Christ, what is the cause that thou hast received honor from Owen." 

This little poem waste that gravity* dignity, and sweetness, which so 
ORMiently distinguish all the productions of Donogh. 

The third is a poem of seventy-eight verses, on the three sons of Edi 
It begins " C**w f$vjp* ?*%&>** ™ " Brood of a queen Edan here." 
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This piece, though possessed of much poetic merit, and written in the 
language of the period in which Donogh lived, is .not written in that 
style for which he was so remarkable. 

Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. B. 1293. 

cxxlv. Giolla Iosa Roe O'Reilly, Prince of East Brefney, succeeded 
to the government of that principality upon the death of his brother, in 
the year 1293. By his valour and prudence he was enabled to extend 
his dominion over all the country from Droghcda to Bath Cruachan, in 
the present county of Roscommon. In the year 1300 he built and en- 
dowed the monastery of Cavan, for the Friars de communi vita. In this 
building he erected a chapel, and a monument of hewn marble as a place 
of sepulture for himself and family. In the year 1313, Edward II. king 
of England, wrote circular letters to the princes of Ireland, requesting 
their aid against the Scotch. One of these he addressed to Giolla Iosa 
O'Reilly, in the following style: " Rex, §c. dilecto sihi Gilly's O' Reily, 
Duce Hibernkorum de Breifeny, Salutem, <§t." In the year 1326 he 
resigned the government of his principality to his nephew Maoilseach- 
lainn, son of his eldest brother Mathew ? Reilly, and retired from the 
cares of the world into the monastery of Cavan, where he died, full of 
years, A. D. 1330, justly celebrated for wisdom and sanctity, and was 
interred in his own chapel. 

He was author of some verses on the death of his brother Mathew, 
beginning " 21 pi/t leagdf tx» leac 50 rjtom," " Oh man, who layest the flag 
heavily ;" and a poem upon the great power and extent of territory of - 
his nephew Maolseachlainn, whom he calls his son, as being adopted by 
him as his successor. The poem begins " O'Neill 01I15 rd roo mc" 

" O'Neill of Ulster is subject to my son." 

• 

exxv* Maoiiire O'^iaolagaiu (Myler O'Mulligan) flourished during the 
time that Giolla Iosa Roe O'Reilly governed the territory and tribes of 
Muintir Maolmordha (E. Breifne), and celebrated the actions of that 
chief, in a poem, beginning "bo crtmap <tijt cjteic jie giolld lof^ocrmig," 
" We went on a hosting with Giolla Iosa the valiant." 
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Copies of the poems of Giolla Iosa and Maoilire, are in the registry of 
the Hous3 of O'Reilly, in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

-cxxvi. Tadhg mor O'Higgin, a poet of Conaght, and a cotemporary x>f 
the two last-mentioned authors, flourished at the time that Magnus O'Conor 
was king of that province. He wrote a poem in praise of that prince, con- 
sisting of one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning " gac e» mtfjTa 
abba," " Every bird according to its kind, (literally " according to its nest.") 

A copy of this poem, in the handwriting of Cucoigcriche (Peregrinus) 
O'Clery, one of the Four Masters, is in the collection of the 
Secretary. 



A. D. 1300. 

cxxvii. Cobhthach O'Carman, a poet of Leinster, flourished at this 
period. A poem of this author's production, consisting of two hundred 
and tbirty-two verses, has made its way down to our times. It begins 
" 21 caeroa coigib Idigedn," " O ye nobles of Leinster province," and gives 
the names of persons by whose hands fell several of the most remarkable 
characters in Irish history. It also gives a catalogue of Leinster kings* 
who became monarchs of Ireland. An ancient copy of this poem is in 
the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cxxviii. Eogan or Owen M'Carith, a Munster poet, flourished at this 
time. He was author of the following pieces : 

1. A poem on the dissentions between the descendants of Teige Coal- 
uisge O'Brien, and those of Brian Roe O'Brien, at the commencement 
of the fourteenth century. This poem consists of one hundred and fifty- 
six verses, beginning " Cm tXf sdi/tfce o;t gdbdb Cipe," " Who is the shorter 
from whom Ireland is seized ;" in which the author endeavours to recon- 
cile those contending relations. 

2. A poem of one hundred verses, beginning " Cede c&pd\b bo trr- 
poltxm," " To see the house of a friend vacant," on the deserted mansion 
of Conor O'Brien. 

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 
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A. D. 1310. 



Catalogue of Irish MSS. ii> 
the Marquis of Buckingham's library at Stowe, gives a* account of Tomci 
O>MAOL06*uaa, chief poet of Gatagb^ *1k> attended Ht the ititfogtrratiotv 
<rf Felim O'Corioiv mi the HHtttf Cam Fffeoich, wbWe lie delivered Ma. 
poetic addteis to Felim, beginning " £v<*t apt * pm-flAse," « On thee 
be activity, Oh l?etim^ 

Doctor G*Conor says that Torna was also &e author of a 'poem, upon 
the succession of Conacht kings,, beginning " Cjtudcd Cojjacc pelt copair," 
" Cruachan of Conaght fortress with prosperity." 

The poem beginning " ei«fti6 jte f e»cujr ik*c f mall," " Hear ye a story 
not contemptible/' is said to have been recited by Torna* at the resto- 
ration of Felim OXJonor* A. D. 1315, and from this circumstance the 
poem was supposed to be composed by him for this occasion. We have 
shewn already, under the year 468, that this poem forma a part of the 
Book of Rights, said to be written by Saint Beinin. 

The two first-mentioned poems, attributed to this author, we have not 
seen, but we know that a poem beginning like the second, "Cjtucxca 
Qon&lz |i<tt co fWtt," is to be found in the Book of Ballimote, fol. 87, 
b. col. 1. This poem consists of one hundred and ninety-six verses,, 
giving a catalogue of the Christian kings of Conacht, and the length of 
their reigns, written by Giollana naomh O'Dunn* 

See under the year 1160. 



A. D. 1314. 

out** Confute O'Maolcoiutre, chief poet of Conaght, dted tfcfe 
year. He was author of many poems, of which two only have oome under 
ow observation, 

1» A poem of sixteen* verses, beginning " Otznrnc gotiti*) int agaifte,? 
u Eight sons of Golamh, of the shouts," on the eight sons -of Golamh, or 
Milesius, who led the Milesian colonv from Spain to Ireland. A. M. 2B84L 



In this poem the birth-place of each of the sons of Golamh is pointed 
out. Copies of it are preserved in the Book of Leacan, and in the Book 
of Invasions by the O'Clerys. 

2. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning " 3c<t 
fwj f ojtbit fedft" M Here is the completion of knowledge*" This poem 
gives a catalogue of the kings of Ireland, from Laoghaire, who 'died 
A. D. 463, to Brian Boroimhe, who was killed at the battle of Clontarf, 
A. D. 1014. 

Copy in a fine vellum manuscript in the library of Sir William Be&ain. 

This latter poem is attributed by the O'Clerys toCrioHa ffcerm, who died 
A. D. 1072, and by other writers to a Conaing O'Mulconaire, who died 
A. D. 1420. 

See under the years 1072 and 1420. 



A. IX 1320. 

exxxi. At this time flourished Catwa* O'Doinnin^ chief poet to the Ibh 
Eachachy of Munster, (the O'Donoghoos, O'Mahonys, Ac.} He was the 
author of the Ode delivered at the inauguration of Teige, the generous 
O'Douoghoo, prince of Lough Leuu This ode consists of three hundred 
and sixty-four verses, containing the pedigree olf the O'Donoghoos, with 
their filiations for twenty-seven generations, from Core, son of Luigheacfc, 
king of Desmond, A. D. 380, to Teige the Generous, A. D. 1320. 

This poem is contained in the Book of Munster, a copy of which is in 
the collection of the Assistant Secretary ~ It begins u Gif6)£ jte co&mdf 
hrj\ cedt," " Hear the affinity of your tribe." 

cxxxh. About this time flourished Maolmoirb O'Leaknain. He was 
author of a poem, consisting of one hundred and seventy-two verses, 
against adultery r the sins of the flesh, &c beginning •' peccac <tjt fd fl</t 
<fiu d5<jtf iB," u Sinful our seed in our people." 

Copy in an ancient vellum manuscript, in the library of Sir William 
Betham. 
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A. D. 1348. 

. cxxxiii. Malachy Mac Aedha, Archbishop of Tuam, died on the 
feast of Saint Laurence the Martyr, this year. He was author of a large 
volume of miscellaneous matter in Irish, containing, amongst other things, 
a catalogue of Irish kings, from Niall Naoighiallach to Roderick 
O'Conor. Sir James Ware, in his account of Irish writers, says, it was 
extant in his time, and called the Book of Mac Aodha. We can not say 
whereat is to be found at present. 



A. D. 1350. 

cxxxiv. Angus roe O'Daly, a noted poet, died this year. He was 
author of the following poems, and most likely of others that have es- 
caped our observation. 

1. A poem of one hundred and ninety-two verses, on the erection of 
the castle of the hill of Cam Fraoich, by Aodh, son of Eogan O'Conor, 
A. D. 1309. It begins " <(o tu djtif t* jtaic Cbedmjtac," " Art thou again 
revived, oh fort of Tarah." A fine copy of this poem is in the library of 
John Mac Namara, Esq. a member of this Society. 

2. A poem of one hundred and ninety-two verses, addressed to Rory, 
son of Aodh O'Mulloy, chief of the territory of Fearcall, a district of 
the ancient kingdom of Meath, and now comprehended in the baronies 
of Fercall, Bally boy, and Bally cowan, in the King's county. It begins 
" CedH5<tl 6o pot plow a J?u<li6fti," " Confirm thy peace with me, oh 
Rory." 

It appears from this poem, that the author was of the Tribe of O'Daly 
of Meath, and that he had incurred the displeasure of O'Molloy, by some 
words that fell from him in a state of intoxication. He beseeches that 
prince to pardon his offence, begs that be will imitate Fergus, son of 
Roigh, in forgiving those by whom he had been offended, and calls upon; 
him to spend his wrath upon the English, the plunderers of his native 
country. 
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A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary to 
this Society, ■ ' ' ■ • 

3. A poem of four hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning " ?lbdro f 
nid\ji, fjiui dp { lutig," " Adam, father, stream of our people." The first 
two hundred verses are on the patriarchs, to the deluge, the remaining 
verses treat of the first colonies that possessed Ireland before the Milesians. 

This poem is sometimes ascribed to Angus Ceile De, of whom we 
treated under the year 800, but the language does not justify us in giving 
it so early an origin. 

Copies of this poem are in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq. 
and in the manuscript collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

exxxv. Giolla Brigiiide Mac Coinmhidb, (Gmway) a poet of Ulster, 
flourished at this period. He was a retainer of the house of O'Donnell, 
and devoted the most of his verses to the praise of that illustrious family. 
The following pieces of his composition have descended to our days. 

1. A poem of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, beginning u Corjall 
ctjrjgib clctirje ^eill," " Conall, hero of the race of Niall," on the settlement 
of the Conallians in Ulster, and of Maolseachlainn, son of Donall, the 
brown O'Donell. 

We have seen, under the year 1056, that Flann of Bute wrote a poem, 
beginning with the same words as this poem, treating of the same family. 

Copies in the collections of the Rev. Doctor O'Brien, and of the As- 
sistant Secretary. 

2. A poem on the same subject, beginning " Rogcc n<t cloirj6e ^leill," 
" Choice of the sons of Neill." 

3. A poem of one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning " Rogd rxt 
clo?n6e Conccill," " Choice of the sons of Conall," in praise of Brian, son 
of Donald O'Donell, prince of Tir-Conell. 

A fine copy of this poem is preserved in a very valuable volume of 
Irish historical poems, collected in the Netherlands in the year 1656, by 
the Rev. Nicholas, alias Fergal dubh (the black) O Gara, an Augustinian 
Friar. This volume was once the property of O'Daly of Dunsandle, but 
now belongs to John M'Namara, of Sandy mount, Esq. 
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4. A poem on the birtkof Donald, 000 af Donald O'Donell* prince of 
Tir-Conell, ninety-six verses, beginning " &o pi&/t bid Ceuei Gondill," 
xc God considered the Kineal Couall (descendants of Couall) t. e. the 
CFDonells. 

Copy in the Libtavy of John M'Namara* Esq. 

6. A poem on Aodh Q'Conor, beginning "&e4f*ntto 60 ft*5fcdf ttig 
Qtod^" " By forget fatness \ neglected Aodh;" one hundred verses on the 
hospitality of Aodh, son of Feliu* O'Ceuuor. Copy in the library of 
John M'Namara, Esq. 

Copies of the foregoing poems are also in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary, in an imperfect paper copy of the Leahhar hua Congabhahu 

6. A poem of ninety -six verses, beginning " Tied funk f eancuf COraw" 
" Here is the history of Moan*," on Moain, son of Muireadhoch, grand- 
son of Niall of the nine Hostages, by his son Eoghan, or Owen, Moain 
waa brother te>Muirceartaelt,who was Monarch of Ireland from A. D. 613 
to A. D. 53a, and who from his. mother Eire, daughter of Loaru, king of 
the Dah-iaditt of Alba, was called Muivcheartach Mac Earca* From Moain 
are the Cineal Muaim descended, one of the principal families of which 
were ihe Q*Gormfy's^ foe whose chief, Niall O'Gormly, this poem was 
written. 

Copy «f thia poem ia in O'Gafla's collection of poems, in the library of 
John Mac Nama», Esij. 

T. A poem of one hundred and sixteen verses* beginning " bean ojtro 
r^ocdiyte <* ifiioixta," " Have mercy on me, O Trinity/' In tbia poem, 
wJkich m composed in that kind of poetry called Seofend, the author begs 
for several particular blessings from the Holy Trinity* one of which is, 
that he may not be left without children. 

An ancient copy of this poem is in the hands of the Assistant Secretary. 

The poem beginning "Caippfte, Qo«cfc<r» t €w* em" and some other 
poems: on the 0*Denelte> which we have ascribed tor Flann Mainistreach 
Wilder the year UM6* a*r tease times^ and perhaps wi&mow t*uib» attri- 
buted to, this author. 

cxxxvi. At this time also flourished Aodh, or Hugh QTKellv, author 
of a poem, consisting of eighty- four verses, on his own tribe, beginning 
u fiijtig a ^alkiijie m jtig," -" Arise, Oh proclaimers of the king." 
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Copy of this poem is preserved in an ancient vellum manuscript,- once 
the property of the O'Kellys, now in possession of Sir William 

■ 

■ t 



A. D. 1310. 

cxxxvik Tadhg Camchosach O' Daly flourished about this period. 
He was author of the following poems : 

1. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, on the inauguration of 
Niall mor O'Neill, beginning " Oedrj dft ijdiieijtge d/te," " A woman 
recovering is Erin." 

2. A poem of one hundred and sixteen verses, on his choosing to be-' 
come a friar, begins " 6<t £jt<t6 b 9 f<x^buf Ci/tiri," " For its love I left 
Erin." 

Copies of these poems are in the collections of John Mac Namara, Esq. 
and of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 13T2. 

cxxxviii. John O'Dugan, chief poet of CTKelly of Ibh Maine, died 
this yeftr. He was author of the following valuable historical and topo- 
graphical pieces. 

1. A poem of five hundred and sixty-four verses, beginning " 3tcd 
fur)b fedncuf ft fog Cjie<ti)6," a Here is a history of the kings of Erin." 
This poem gives a catalogue of the kings of Ireland, from Slainge of the 
Fir-Bolgian race, who, conjointly with his four brothers, Gann, Gean* 
nann, Seangan, and Rudhraidhe, sons of Deala mac Loich, began to 
reign over Ireland, A. M. 2245, to Roderick O'Conor, son of Turlogh' 
the great, who held the reins of government in Ireland at the Anglo- 
Norman invasion, A. D. 1168. 

Copy in the library of Sir William Betham, and in the MSS. of the 
Assistant Secretaiy . 

P 
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2, A topographical and historical poem, of eight hundred and eighty 
ve*ses, beginning "Cjti<tll<l» tuo&edU »<l po&Uc," « Let us go around 
Fodhla, {Ireland)." This poem gives the names of the principal tribes 
and districts in Meath, Ulster, and Conaght, and the chiefs who pre- 
4l0ed over them, at the time Henry the Second, king of England, was 
invited to this country by Dermod Mao Morogb, king of Leinster. 

From the first line of this poem, and from the few ranns that this author 
has left us, on the districts of the province of Leinster, it would seem, 
that it was his intention to have given a complete account of all the dis- 
tricts and chief tribes in Ireland ; and it would be a cause of much regret 
that he left unfinished so interesting a work, if it had not afterwards been 
taken up and completed by his cotemporary, Giolla na naomh O'Huidhrin, 
who died an old man, in the year 1420. 

The work of O'Huidhrin has been sometimes joined to O'Dugan'a 
poem, so as to appear but one entire piece of one thousand six hundred 
and sixty verses, and the merit of th$ whole is given to the latter, though 
he really wrote but thirty-eight ranns, or one hundred and fifty-two verses 
on Meath ; three hundred and fifty-four verses on Ulster ; three hundred 
and twenty-eight verses on Conaght; and fifty-six verses on Leinster, 
making in all eight hundred and eighty verses. For the account of the 
ancient families of Leath Mogha (Leinster and Munster) we are indebted 
to O'Huidhrin. 

See O'Huidhrin, under the year 1420. 

Copies of this poem are numerous, but few of them are perfect. The 
copy used by the author of Cambrensis Eversus must have been incom- 
plete, or he has not translated it fully. A compete copy, in the hand- 
writing of Cueoigcriehe O^Clery, one of ib^four Masters, is in the col- 
lection of the Asmitapt Secretary. 

3, A poem of two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning " ftfo£- 
jictib Idigedn eld} pg&4ot|t," " Kings of Leinster, descendants of Cathaoir," 
on the families deqpftQded flfcua the thirty sons of Cathaoir mor, monarch 
of Ireland, from A ^ 174, to A. D. 177. x 

A copy of this poeitK ia io the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

4. A poem of two hunted and ninety-six verses, beginning " Ctrtpot 
iicaijt clctij* COboga," <* Pn&^ seat of Mogha's sons/' giving a catalogue 
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of the kings of Cashel, and the years that eaeh prince reigned, from its 
foundation by Core, son of Luigheach, about A- D. 380, to Torlogh 
, O'Brien, A. D. 1367. 

. A fine copy of this poem is in the Book of Ballimote, fol. 36, a. coL 2, 
and another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

5. A poem of three hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning €t Ceak& 
9<t jtiog (ttfic Cojtroaic," " Tara of the king's fortress of Cormac," gives an 
account of the battles and principal actions of Cormac mac Art, monarch 
of Ireland, in the middle of the third century. 

A fine copy of this poem, beautifully written on vellum, is in the 
library of Sir William Betham, 

6. A poem, beginning " Olmtxxin fo ^ oluf a bat/' " This year bright 
its dye," upon the festivals of the year, with practical rules for finding 
the moveable feasts and fasts, by the Epects, Dominical Letters, &c. 

Copies of this poem are in the hands of every Irish Scholar, and its 
Rules are frequently quoted by hundreds of persons who never learned a 
letter. 

7. A poem of two hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning " poptf 
pocal InHftcMfi lib," " A knowledge of words spoken by you." This poem 
is a vocabulary of now obsolete words, and words which, though spelled 
alike, have different, and often contrary meanings; all of which are 
inserted in the Irish-English Dictionary lately published by the Assistant 
Secretary to this Society. 

: Copies of this poem are to be found in the library of Trinity College; 
in Sir William Betham's large vellum MS. ; in the collection of John 
Mac Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. and in that of the Assistant Secre- 
tary, 



A. D. 1373. 

exxxix. Adam O'Cianan, or Kbenan, a famous historian and canonist, 
died in Lisgoole this year, according to the Four Masters, We have not 



cu 

met any of his original works, except the pedigrees of a few Northern 
families ; but there are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary two 
volumes on vellum, transcribed by him in very fine writing. These 
volumes contain a number of historical tracts, both verse and prose ; a 
copy of the ancient laws relating to the clergy, poets, and artists ; an 
Irish-Latin Grammar, &c. &c. 

About this period the Annalists record the deaths of many famous 
historians, poets, scribes, and lawyers, with whose works we are not at 
present acquainted. 



A. D. 13T 8. 

cxl. John O'Fialan, Chief Poet of Henry, son of Owen O'Neill, 
Prince of Tirone, died this year. He was author of the Ode pronounced 
at the inauguration of Henry, one hundred and eighty-eight verses, be- 
ginning " prtyaiy z\dj\j\a)6 eijie," " Thou hast obtained thy request, oh 
Erin." From the two concluding ranns of this poem, it appears that 
Judith, the daughter of Mac Mahon, prince of Oirgialla, was the wife 
of Henry O'Neill. 

A fine copy of this poem is to be found in O'Gara's collection, in the 
library of John Mac Namara, Esq. and another in that of the Assistant 
Secretary. 



A. D. 1380. 

cxli. At this time flourished Mahon O'Reilly, Lord of Clan Mahon, 
and father of Thomas O'Reilly; who succeeded his uncle Philip as Prince 
of East Breifne, A. D. 1384. He was author of a poem in praise of the 
mighty actions of his son Thomas, who, in a short period, levelled eighteen 
castles belonging to the English of the Pale, and laid the country, from 
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Drogheda to Dublin, under contribution. The poem begins " grl gtfitt- 
fig of ciofi gaill," " The cry of an English sprite over Englishmen." 

Copy in the Registry of the House of O'Reilly, in possession of the 
Assistant Secretary. 

cxlii. About this period flourished Mac Craith M'Gowan, who wrote 
genealogies of the Irish Saints, and of the kings and princes of Ireland. 
A copy of this work is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1385. 

cxliii. Tanaidhe O'MAOLCOBTAiREjSon of Paitricin mor, son of Tanaidhe, 
died on the 1st of August this year. He was a poet of Conaght, and his. 
works are much praised by some of. his cotemporaries, and by subsequent 
writers. We are not, at present, able to say where any of them are pre- 
served. 



A. D. 1381. 

cxliv. Geoffrey fionn O'Daly, chief professor of poetry in Munster, 
died this yean He was author of the following pieces: — 1. A poem of 
fifty verses, beginning " Ciorjuf &iolp<td mo ludc leigif ," " How shall I pay 
the price of my cure," on the benefits derived by man, from the merits 
of Christ. Copy with John Mac Namara, Esq. 

2. A poem of two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning " p<t 
*5WQmjt(t6 roe<tftdjt rode ftiog," " By deeds is the son of a king valued," 
on Dermod, surnamed of Muskery, son of Cormac, son of Donald Mac 
Carthy. 

3, A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning 6t 21 pjt iexb i zxijt CborjdiU," 
" Oh man, who goest to Tir-Conell," addressed to O'Donell, Conor son 
of Aodh, (Hugh) son of Donald oge. 

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary* 
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- *• A poem of <me hundred and forty verses, beginning 4i CO<nr <ti» tote 
tUfte/tig 015c," " Forgive the fault, Oh youthful king," addressed to 
Donald, son of Donald Mac Carthy, exciting him to oppose the English, 
and holding up as a pattern Conn Cead-Cathach, (of the Hundred Bat- 
tles) who forsook his youthful sports, and flew to rescue Tarah from 
the yoke of Cathaoir mor, king of Leinster* 

Copy in O'Gara's collection of poems, in possession of John Mac 
Namara, Esq. and in a very fine collection of Poems in possession of the 
Assistant Secretary. 



A. D* 1390. 

cxvv. At this period flourished Maolmuire Mac Graith, poet of 
Desmond, or South Munster. He was author of an Elegy on the death 
of Donald Mac Carthy, chief of the Clann Carthy of Carbery. This poem 
consists of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " Oect/tt cltjie 
<tjt€iftin ccc jug," u A load of sorrow to Ireland, the death of a king." 

Copy in the manuscript collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cxlvi. At this period also flourished Solamh O'Droma, or Solomon 
O'Drum, one of the compilers of the great Book of Ballknote, now in 
the library of the Royal Irish Academy. 



cxLvii- At this time also lived Magnus O'Duigbnan, whose name appears 
on different pages of the Book of Ballimote, particularly at fol. 248, at 
the end of the account of the Argonautic expedition and destruction of 
Troy, which, it appears, was finished by him in the house of Donald Mac 
Aodhagan, or Mqc Egan, on Thursday before the feast of Saint Michael, 
but the year is not mentioned* We are unable to say whether he was 
the author of this piece or only the transcriber. 

As the Book of Ballimote is so often mentioned in this work, and 
referred to by almost every writer who has treated on Irish antiquities for 
the last fifty or sixty years, the following account of it may be gratifying 
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to tome of our readers, or perhaps direct the attention of future writers-' 
to matters contained therein, illustrative of the history of the country 
and the manners and customs of the people. 

The Book of Ballimote is a large folio volume, finely written on 
vellum of the largest size. It originally contained 5*50 pages, very closely 
written, but the first two pages are at present wanted. It was written, 
at different times and places, and by various hands, as appears by the 
concluding lines of several of the tracts; but the principal part was 
written by Solomon O'Drunu A part of it was once the property of 
Mantis O'Duigenan, who wrote it for his own use, but afterwards became* 
the property of Tumaltach M'Donogh, prince of Tir-Olioll, Artagh, 
the two Corans, Tir-Tohill, and Clan Fernmoy, districts now compre- 
hended in the present counties of 81igo 9 Roscommon, and Leitrim. 
Under the patronage of this chief, and in his house, were some other 
parts of this book written, as appears by a passage at the conclusion of 
the account of the O'Conor family, at folio 62, a. col. 1. u ^ ife in Coijt- 
bc\bcc 05 f rtj, mac 3e6*> ttf jo Corxxcz 45 y cjtibdiS rxx coMcf* 6on tcdtaji, c( 
C15 Uhomalifttg; feeic €b**>5» mere Cbovdlcdig, ke\c CDr^geaf <*, me\c frwabd, 
m\c Cbomaltdig, rocic &K>9cobdi*t, *eic bbid/timrcci, o trflcb QOeiac bnHfmaM 9 » 
a robtule id mz*," u And it is that Torlogh og, son of Hugh, that is king 
of Conaght, at writing this part of the book, in the house of Tomaltaghy 
son of Teig, son of Tomaltagh, son of Muirgheasa, son of Donogb, son' 
of Tomaltagb, son of Conor, son of Dermod, from whom 1 are the Mac 
Dermotts, in Ballimote;' 9 Torlogh og O'Conor, began his reign over the 
province of Conaght in 1 384, and died in 1404, so that this part of the book* 
must be written about the year 1390. By a memorandum at folio 180, a. 
col. 1, written in a hand-writing different from any other part of the book,, 
it appears that Hugh duff, son of Hugh roe, son of Niall garbh O'Donell, 
bought it in the year 152?, from M'Donogh of Co ran, for one hundred 
and forty milch cows. Hugh duff O'Donell died A. D. 1537* 

This venerable Repertory of ancient Irish Literature, although much 
blended with fable, contains a vast quantity of valuable and authentic 
historical matter, drawn from the purest sources ; such as the Psalter of 
Cashel, the Book of Glendaloch, the Chronological Poems of Eochaidh 
O'Flinn, Flann of Bute, Giolla Caomhghin, Giolla Modhuda O'CasBidy, 
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Giolla-na-naomh O'Dunn, John O'Dugan, and other senachies of repute. 
Some parts of it, indeed, are of less estimation ; but even the historical 
tales are not without their value to an antiquarian. The stories of the birth 
of Conor Mac Wessa, and of Coraac O'Cuinn ; the. adventures of Cormac 
in the Land of Promise; the deaths of Crimhthann, son of Fidhaidh, and 
of the sons of Eochaidh Moighmheodhain, Brian, Olioll, Fiachra, Fergus, 
and Neill, though mostly fabulous, contain some authentic historical facts, 
and much matter illustrative of the. manners and customs of the people, 
and of the religious opinions of Pagan Ireland. 

The law tract, commencing at folio 181, is well deserving the attention 
of the historian and antiquarian. It contains the Rights and Immunities, 
the Rewards and Punishments due to di fife rent ranks in .society, ecclesias- 
tical and civil, from the Bishop down to the Ziaccjteoip, or Reader in the 
Church; from the OlUro, or Professor, to the pocloc, or lowest rank 
amongst the poets and learned men ; and from the king to the artisan, 
or labourer, amongst the laity. 

This book was formerly in the library of Trinity College, Dublin ; but 
when, how, or by whom it was taken from that establishment, is not now 
a matter easily to be decided. General Vallaneey-, in his Green B*oh y 
which was bought for the Record Commission at the price of one hun- 
dred guineas, much above its intrinsic value, . gives an. account of 
printed books and MSS. on the Hktqjry of . Ireland, in various lan- 
guages, and amongst the rest, mentions the Books of Ballimote and 
Leacan. The General «ays, that Doctor Raymond, about thirty years 
ago, lent a manuscript volume out of Trinity College library,, to a person 
of the name of Thady Naghten; that a man of the name: of Egan stole 
it from Naghten, and gave it to Judge Marlay, whose, servant he was; 
that it remained in the Judge's library until his death, and then was, by 
some means, conveyed to the Lombard College in Paris. The General 
was of opinion that this manuscript was the Book of Leacan, which 
the Superior of the t Irish community in Paris presented to him in 1788, 
for the Royal Irish Academy, in whose library it now is. This opinion 
of the learned General is not supported by any authority ; on the con- 
trary, there is the testimony of Abbe MfGeoghegan, in the Introduction 
to his History of Ireland, to prove that the Book of Leacan was deposited 
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in the library of the Irish College at Paris, by James II. after his abdi- 
cation ; and that the deposit was made in the presence of a Notary, 
who attended for that purpose. But though the book lent by Doctor 
Raymond to O'Naghteii, could not have been the Book of Leacan, there 
is a probability that it might have been the Book of Ballimote. There 
is at present* in the library of Trinity College, a paper copy of 'the 
Book bf Ballimote, in the hand-writing of Teige or Thady O'Naghten ; 
and this is a strong proof that he had the original in his possession. 
Whether the book was stolen from him, or whether it was ever in the 
library of Judge Ma day, is not very clear. Indeed there is reason to 
believe it was not in the Judge's library. There are different memoran- 
dums on several pages of the book, in the hand-writing of Mr. Thomas 
O'Domin of Drogheda, a good Irish Scholar, which shew that it was in 
his possession in the year 1769 ; and that it remained in his hands until 
at least the year 1774, appears by a list of Mr. O'Dornin's MSS. now 
in possession of the writer of this account. Whether it ever made its 
way to Paris, where it is said the late Chevalier O'Gorman obtained it, 
is 'not now necessary to inquire, but we know that it did come into his 
h&nds, and that he presented it to the Royal Irish Academy, in the 
hope, as he himself told the writer of this article, that that learned body 
would publish some of the useful parts of its contents. 

Dermod O'Connor, the translator of Doctor Keating's History of Ireland, 
says, in his preface, that he had the Book of Ballimore, in Co. Meath, in 
his possession for six irionths, for the safe return of which, Doctor Ray- 
mond, of Trim, had given his bond to the College for one thousand 
pounds. It is observable that a Book of Baltimore, in Meath, was never 
so much as heard of by any Irish scholar, but the Book of Ballimote in 
Co. Sligo, is much celebrated. The innumerable errors in O'Connor's 
translation of Keating, and the blunder he makes in the name of this 
book, prove he was unable to make any thing of its contents. His name 
is introduced here, merely to shew, that though the Bo# k of Ballimote was 
then in Trinity College, the Book of Leacan was not : otherwise he would 
have taken notice of it, as he heid access to the College manuscripts* * 

The book wants the two first pages. • At folio 2, is an account of the 
posterity, of Cain, Noah, &c. At folio 4, commences the Book of Syn- 
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chronisms, in which is mentioned the names of the Patriarchs, the Assyrian, 
Persian, Irish, Grecian, and Roman kings and emperors who were 
cotemporaries. In this part is introduced Donchuach's poem, " I?ei6ig 
bam a bhc 60 wm." At the end of folio 6, col. 2, are six ranns, giving an 
account of the differeut ages of the world. By the last rann it appears 
that this small poem was written in the year 1126. At folio 6, the syn- 
chronisms of Flanu commence. At folio 8, begins an account of the 
first inhabitants of Ireland, in which are introduced several of the poems of 
our earliest bards. At folio 32, b. col. 2, is an account of the monarch* 
of Ireland, from Laoghaire, son of Niall, to Roderick, son of Torlogh, 
son of Rory ua soighe buidhe O'Conor, A. I). 1166. At folio 34, is an 
account of the Christian kings of Ulster. At folio 35, the Christian kings 
of Leinster. At the bottom of this page is a prayer for Manus O'Duig- 
en an, the owner of the Book. At folio 37, the kings of Conaght, and the 
length of their reigns, from Amalgaidh, son of Fiachra, son of Eochaidh 
Moighmheodhain, to Torlogh O'Conor. At 38, the Christian kings of 
Munster, from Eoghan, son of Deirg, son of Deirgreineadh,- to Donald, 
son of Torlogh, son of Dermod, son of Torlogh, son of Teige, son of 
Brian Boroimhe. In this account of the provincial kings, several poenaS 
of our best historical writers are introduced, a particular account of which 
is given under their proper dates in the course of this work. 

At folio 39, b. col. 2, are the royal precepts of Cormac Mac Art to his 
son Cairbre Liffeachair, monarch of Ireland. 

At folio 43, a. col. 1, commences an account of the descendants of 
Milesius, and first of the O'Neill^ At folio 54, account of the Hy Briuin 
Heremonians, which ends at folio 62, with an account of tire O'Conore. 
At folio 63^ a. col. 1, an account of the Hy Fiachra race of Tir-Awly, 
according to Flann. At folio 64, the claim Colla; at 69, the Hy Maine 
tribes, the O'Kellys, &c. At folio 70, the Leinster tribes; at 80, the 
Conarian race of Ireland and Scotland. 

At folio 87, commences the account of the Ultonian tribes, descen- 
dants of Ir, son of Milesius, to folio 97* where the Munster Book 
begins " Eher a quo dicitur Hibernia" Folio 102, b» col. 1, of the 
Dalcassians ; folio 109, b« col. 5, of the race of Lughaidh, son of 1th. 

At folio 113, the Book of the Britons and Picts, from Nennius, M 
116, account of the Saxons in England. 
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At folio 117, the mothers of the most remarkable of the Irish saints; 
and at folio 126, a, col. 2, begins the sacred pedigree of the saints of 
Ireland, '« f^ttero f edr>4<*f uctern wf e pdil ;" one hundred and seventy- 
three ranns, or six hundred and ninety-two verses. 

At folio 131, afi account of the Hebrew patriarchs, Moses, the 
Temple, &c. 

At folio 136, fabulous account of Conor Mac Nessa, and the death 
of Daithi, the last of our Heathen monarchy Folio 13T, an account of 
Art Aonfhir, and on the same page* the kings and nobles of Ireland 
of the same names. 

At folio 140, a. coL 1 , the names of the Chiefs of the Athacb Tuaths, who 
overthrew the Milesian government in the first century ; and on the same 
folio, b. coL 1, are the wonders of Ireland. Folio 141, the marriage of 
Luain, aiid the death of Athairne the poet. 

Some of these latter articles are much tinctured with fable, and mor$ 
of our ancient historic tales of a similar description, are to be found on 
every page, to folio 147, where begins the Book of Rights, fathered on 
Saint Benin, of which we have given an account under the year 468.. 

At folio 164, begins the " bawfedncdf Cfte4n6>" or History of the women 
of Ireland, giving the names of the wives and mothers of the most 
remarkable characters in Irish history* 

At folio 157, commences the Irish Prosody,, with examples of the dif- 
ferent kinds of versification. 

At folio 163, a. col. 2, account of the Ollamhs or Fileas, (the Professors- 
or Poetsj shewing the qualifications necessary for the different orders of 
poets/ 

At folio 1 67, b. col. 2, commences the Uraicepht a^d Book of Oghams,, 
to folio 180, where, in a different hand-writing, is an account of the pur- 
chase of this book from the M'Donogh's, by Hugh dubh O'DoneLL 

At folio 181, a. cok 1, begins the Seanchas bheg, a law tract, on the 
rights, privileges, rewards and punishments of the different ranks of 
kings, clerics, poets, artizans, &c. At the commencement of this tract, 
there is the following note, in the late venerable Charles O'Connor's hand* 
writing : " Elements of Law, obscure to me for want of a Law Glossary- 
Cdcal ua Coqtobtfift," This is followed by another note, in the hand- writing 
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of the late General Vallancey, » in ungrainmatical Irish, " : Cigom id6 5a 
m± mo cd/t/tao. Catal ni fcallaufev," " I understand , them well, my. 
friend; Charles Vallancey." Those who understand the law dialect of 
the Irish, and have compared with the originals the translations of the, 
fragments published by the General, in the Collectanea dp Rebus Hiber- 
nicis, are able to set a proper value on this boast. 

At folio 188, a. col. 1, commences the Dinn SeancJias, of which we have 
given an account when treating of Amergin Mac Amalgaidb, under the, 
year 550, where we have: shewn that this work was enlarged after the 
year 1024. Perhaps the Dinn Seanchas in the Book of Ballimote, may, 
be the first edition of that work, in its present form. . 

At folio 230, a. col. 1, account of the Argonautic Expedition and ihe 
Trojan war, to folio 248, a. col. 2, where^ on the bottom margin, is a memo- 
randum, in the hand- writing of Magnus O'Duigenan, in which he says, he 
finished writing the story of Troy, on Thursday, before the feast of Saint 
Michael, in the house of his tutor, Donald M'Aodhagan, or M'Egan, 
but he does not mention in what year. 

At folio 249, a. col. 1, The Adventures of iEueas, &c. after the destruc- 
tion of Troy, from Virgil, to folio 267, where is, in Irish characters, 
Unity Amen y Ftnit. Solamh O^Droma nomine scripsit. 

At folio 268, a. col. 1, commences the history of Alexander the Great, 
according to the Latin author Justin. It continues to folio 275, where 
it ends, with the conclusion of the Book of Ballimote* 



A. D. 1395. 

cxlviii. At this period flour is Ked O'Maoilciaran, a Conaght poet> 
author of a beautiful elegy on the death of his sop. This very pathetic 
poem consists of one hundred and seventy-two verses, beginning " ZwqoA 
otftne edfba)6 to6j\" " A great loss has happened to us." 

Copy in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 

cxlix. At this time also flourished Aikglioch O'Donellan, poet to 
the Mac Dermotts, of Moyluirg. * He was author of a poem hi praise of 
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Moyluirg and of Aodh, or Hugh, M'Dermott, chief of his tribe. This 
poem consists of one hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning " J?oirr 
leice oci/t.Coigeatf Cbofiacc," " The province of Conaght is divided." 

cl; Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers, was Owen an 
torthoir MK^RArra, a Munster man by birth, but attached to the House 
of O'Neill. He was author of the following poems : 

1* On the inauguration of Niall og, son of Niall mor O'Neill, chief of 
Tirone, one hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning t€ ba poirj com" 
cjtoroa dijt Cbjtic jMeill," " Two equal shares on mighty NialL's land." 

2. In praise of Art O'Cavanagh, king of Leinster, who died at Enis- 
corthy, A. D. 1417, one hundred and sixteen verses, beginning " 1orot>d 
rdif le £ idt Ictijjedo," u Many chiefs on Leinster's land." 

3. In praise of Corinac O'Maoilseachlainn, prince of the claim Col- 
man, or southern Hy Niall, whose chiefs were called kings of Meath,, 
one hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning " CDitib cjteifcecuo 6o cloirj 
^leilt," u It is time to believe in the descendants of Niall." 

4. In dispraise of the world, eighty verses, beginning " Og an fetwJijt 
dD f&ogdl" " The world is a young senior." 

The first of these poems is sometimes ascribed to Teige og O'Higgin. 
Copies of all the above poems are in possession of John M*Namara r 
Esq/ and the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1400. 

» 

cli. SiODHuuADH O'Cuirnin, a poet of B re if lie, died this year, Hfe N 
was author of a. poem on the Life of Saint Maodhog, first Bishop of 
Ferns, and patron Saint of Leinster. The poem consists of one hundred 
and forty-four verses, beginning " Sedrjcaf CObdotfoig roe dodift Inj," " The 
History of Maodhog let us jreroember." 

Some copies of this poem are in the MS. collection of the Assistant 
Secretary; 
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clii. Bladhmac, son of Conbhreatan, son of Cpngasa, flourished at 
time. He was a man in holy orders, but we do not know to what house 
or family he belonged. He was author of two poems, consisting of up- 
wards of one thousand five hundred verses, addressed to the Blessed Virgin 
Mpry, upon the principal actions and sufferings of her Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The first begins " Ct*jt tucdro <* CPbvjfte boti" « Come to me, 
Oh holy Mary ;" five hundred and ninety-six verses. The second begins 
" 21- ODb&fte, a fyim ajt cctow!" « Oh Mary, Oh nun of our people J" 

Copies of these poems, once the property of Michael O'Clery, one of 
the Four Masters, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1404. 

CLiii. Dokogh ban O'Maolconaire, chief poet of the O'Conors of 
Conaght, died this year. He was author of a poem, consisting of one 
hundred and seventy-two verses, beginning " jBifbig ti Sigfi Dcttfti," 
" Attend ye, Oh learned of Ireland." It contains a catalogue of the 
kings of Conaght, and the number of years that each prince ruled over that 
province, from Torlogh, son of Roderic the Great, to Torlogh O'Conor, 
who lived at the time in which this poet wrote. From a rann in this 
poem it appears that two hundred and thirty-eight years had elapsed 
from the first year of Torlogh, son of Roderick, to the time in which 
the poem was written : therefore -it must have been composed in the year 
1374. This is further confirmed by the name of O'Crede, Archbishop 
of Tuam, being mentioned in the last rann of the poem as being then 
some time dead. In Ware's History of the Bishops, the death of this 
prelate is said to have happened in the year 1371, but he is improperly 
called John O'Grada. 

Copies of this poem are in the Book of Leacan, and in the Manuscript 
Books pf the Assistant Secretary. 

cliy. In the same year with the last-mentioned author, died Carrol 
O'Daly, the poet of Corcamroe. Several of his poems and tales are 
repeated from memory by the common people of the country ; but we are 
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not able to say where any good copies of them are to be found in manu- 
script. 

clv. In this year also died Donald, son of Dokogh O'Daly, who, 
from his facility in writing verses, was nick-named 60I5 at) 63ncc, (A wallet 
of Poems) >. We cannot with certainty say where any pieces of this 
author's composition are now to be found. 



A. D. 1405. 

clvi* AuGusTtN Magradian (Austin M'Craith), a Canon of the order 
of Saint Augustin, in the Isle of All Saints, in the river Shanon, died 
on the next Wednesday after the feast of All Saints* this year. He wrote 
Lives of some Irish Saints, and continued the Annals of Tigernagh to 
his own time. These Annals have been since continued, by another hand, 
to the year 1571. 

A copy of the Annals is in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, 
Class Hi 



A. D. 1408. 

clvik Coll O'Doran, a Leinster man, died this year. He wrote Annak 
of Ireland, which Sir James Ware says were extant in his time. We 
are not able to say where they are now to be found. 



A. D. 1415. 

fcLViii. Maurice O'Daly, chief poet to O'Reilly, lived A. D. 1415, 
til which year he, Dermod O'Daly of Meath, and many other poets, 
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were plundered by Lord Furnival. We know of but one poem now extant 
ascribed to this author. It begins " gul S^illf 15 6f ciorj 5 0ll *> ^5 f 1T > 
gui »ac cdoiwro," " A cry of an English hag over English men, that is a 
cry that I lament not." This poem is, by several writers, attributed to 
Mahon O'Reilly, Lord of Claim Mahon. It was occasioned by the de- 
struction of eighteen castles of the English, bordering on Breifne, and 
the laying the country, from Drogheda to Dublin, under contribution, 
by Thomas O'Reilly, Lord of that part of Breifne called Claim Mahon by 
descent from his father, and prince of all the districts of East Breifne 
by consent of the tribes. 
Sec under the year 1380. 



A. D. 1418. 

clix. At this time lived Giolla Iosa M'Firbis, the famous antiquary 
of Leacan, by whom, with the assistance of others, that valuable trea- 
sure of Irish Antiquities, called " The Book of Leacan," was compiled. 
We cannot say what parts of the Book of Leacan were the original 
compositions of this writer ; but at folio 40, b. col. 2, is given a poem of 
two hundred and forty verses, beginning " 21 eicfi bambtk xkl mbe&nb" 
" O ye learned of Ireland, of illustrious descent ;" by the last rann of 
which we find that Giolla Iosa M'Firbis was the author. And at the 
bottom of the same page the reader is requested to " pray for M'Firbis, 
who wrote this Book for generations that will succeed him for ever ; 
and ft was in the time of Rory O'Dowd the Book was written." 

Maoil-Tosa M'Firbis, was also the author of a poem of three hundred 
and seventy-six verses, beginning " TJeiSig fcetro tx 6be 60 Dim," " Make 
ready to me, O God of Heaven," giving the synchronisms of the Roman 
Emperors with the monarchs of Ireland, from Augustus Caesar to the Em- 
peror Theodosius. 

This poem is to be found in -the Book of Leacan, folio 180, a. col. 1. 

clx. At this time also flourished Adam O'Cuirnin, Historiographer of 
Breifne. He was the writer of the Book of Conquests, or Invasions, and 



OXT 

-the Synchronisms of the Assyrian, Persian, and Grecian kings >rith the 
inonarchs of Ireland, and of the monarchs with the provincial kings of 
Ireland, contained in the Book of Lea can, as appears by a memorandum 
at the end of that tract, at folio 30, b. thus, " pmz, 2l6aro p Cr^mr) 60 
f5ftib 60 gilld %fd mac p^bifig .1. 6'ollcrib opbidtydfc, cfijobo 1 00° cccc° arriu." 
" Finis, Adam O'Cuirnin wrote for Giolla Iosa M'Firbis, t. e. for the 
Professor of Hy Fiachra, A. D. mccccxhi." 

Whether O'Cuirnin was the original compiler of the Book of Conquests 
and Synchronisms, or merely the transcriber of the work from the com- 
pilations of some other persons, we are not at present able to say. The 
work, however, is a very valuable document for the History of Ireland, 
commencing with the. earliest account of time, and carried down to the 
period that Roderick, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Croibhdhearg (red-hand) 
O'Conor was king of Conaght, and Torlogh, son of Teige, son of Brian 
Boroimhe, was king of Munster. Turlogh dethroned his uncle Donogh* 
And took upon himself the government of Munster in A. D. 1086. 

clxi. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers was Morogh 
riabhach O'Cuinoilis, and who, like them, was concerned in the com- 
pilation of the Book of Leacan. We are not able to point out any tracts 
or poems of the original compositions of this writer; but at the gnd of 
the Uraicepht, or Book of Ferceirtne, at folio 162, b. col. 1, of the Book 
of Leacan, it appears that he Was the transcriber of that tract, and that 
he wrote it for his friend M'Firbis, to whom he gives his blessing in 
addition. 

The Book of Leacan has been so often referred to of late, and is, in 
fact, a book of such consequence to all who are desirous of an acquaint- 
ance with Irish antiquities, that it may be necessary here to give an 
abridged account of its contents. 

The Book of Leacan consisted originally of six hundred and twenty- 
four pages, closely written, with a great numher of contractions, on 
vellum of a large size. It was the work of several hands, as appears by 
the hand-writing, and by the account given of the three last-mentioned 
writers. At present the first nine folios are lost. It begins with that 
part of the Book of Conquests, or Invasions, that treats of the Firbolg- 



cxvi 



iari colony, and continues the History of Ireland down to the twelfth 
century. In the course of this work are given extracts from the Psalter 
of Cashel, the Book of Glendalough, Ac. and a great number of 
historical poems, the compositions of our earliest and most esteemed 
bards. In it are also introduced the Synchronisms of the Babylonian, As* 
Syrian, Grecian and Roman kings and emperors, with our monarchy 
and the synchronisms of our monarchs with oar provincial kings. This 
work forms the basis of O' Flaherty's Ogygia, and from it Doctor Keating 
extracted the materials for his History of Ireland. 

At folio 58, h. coL 1, is given the pedigree of the Saints of Ireland, 
in verse. 

At folio 64, b. coL 2, begins an account of the principal families who 
possessed Ireland at the time of writing the book, with the chiefs who 
then presided over each, pnd the filiations of their tribes. This subject 
continues to folio 148, where the Leabhar Breathnach, or Book of the 
Britons, commences. This latter book is taken from the British author 
Nennius. 

At folio 151 begins the Uraicepht, in the hand-writing of Morogh ria- 
bhach O'Cuindilis. 

At folio 163, a catalogue of Saints, and the families from whom they, 
descended. 

At folio 164, a. col. 4, a vocabulary of obscure words. 

At folio 168, a. col. 1, an account of the different orders of poets. 

At folio 172, a religious poem by St. Cuimin. 

At folio 175, an account of Eochaidh, Feidhlioch, and Meidhbh queen 
of Conaght, and an account of that province. At that same folio begins 
an account of the Athach Tuatha, or plebeians, who overturned the 
established government of the Milesians, at the end of the first century 
after Christ. 

At folio 180, Giolla Iosa M'Firbis's poem on the synchronisms of the 
Roman emperors with the monarchs and provincial kings of Ireland. 

At folio 184, commences the Book of Rights, ascribed to St. Beiniq. 

At folio 193, an account of famous women of antiquity. 

At folio 198, a poem of three hundred and seventy-four ranns, giving 
the names of the wives and mothers of the monarchs and kings of Ireland. 



At folio 203, begins the le<ri>£ (Dtnnmertc, or Munster Book, giving a a 
account of the descendant of Heber, the eldest son of Milesius. This 
contains a great quantity of interesting matter relating to the history of 
Munster. 

At folio 221, Etymology of Irish proper names, in alphabetical order. 

At folio 224, Account of the kings of Conaght from the time of Olioll 
and Meidhbh to Brian, son of Eochaidh Moighmheodhain. 

At folio 231, The leafc^ 6ri> y» etttctftf, or History of remarkable Places 
in Ireland, giving an account of the derivation of their names. This 
tract wants something in the beginning, but a perfect copy of it is in the 
Book of Ballimote, and another in Sir William Betham's large Irish 
manuscript. 

At folio 264, Account of the Creation of the World, of the Patriarchs, 
&c. tracing the ancestors of the Milesians, from Adam to their settle- 
ment in Egypt, and afterwards through Scythia, Spain, &c» to Ireland* 
This continues to the end of the book, at folio 312. 

This last-mentioned tract may be considered as another lcab& go&akr, 
or Book of Conquests, and a great number of poems, from our best 
authors, are given as authority for the facts related therein. 

The Book of Leacan was once the property of Trinity College, from 
the library of which it was taken, by order of James II., brought to 
France, and deposited by him in the archives of the Irish College at 
Paris, in the presence of a notary, who attended for that purpose, as 
we are assured by the Abbe Mac Geoghegan, in the Preface to his History 
of Ireland. In the year 1787, through the influence and patriotic zeal of 
the Chevalier O'Reilly, (who, though born in France, still felt a warm 
attachment to the land of his forefathers), the book, in the expectation 
that its contents would be translated and published, was, by the consent 
of the Irish seminary and the Archbishop, restored to its native country, 
by the superior of the Irish college at Paris, who gave it to the late 
General, then Colonel, Vallancey, to be lodged in the library of the 
Royal Irish Academy, where it now remains, and where, through the 
obliging indulgence of that erudite body, the writer of this account ha s 
had an opportunity of consulting it and other valuable Irish manuscripts, 
and noting their contents. 
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The learned General, who brought the book back to Ireland, in the 
account which he gives of it in his Green Booh, already mentioned under, 
the year 1390, supposes it to have been in the library of Trinity College, , 
Dublin, long after the time in which the Abbe Mac Geoghegan says it 
was taken from this country. He says it was lent by Doctor Raymond to 
a person of the name of Thady Naghten, from whom it was stolen by 
one Egan, who gave it to his master, Judge Mar lay, in whose library it 
was at the time of his death. He says the book was afterwards carried 
to Paris; but by whom, or by what means procured from the heirs of^ 
the Judge, he does not inform us. Against the authority of Abbe Mac 
Geoghegan there is nothing to support the General's conjecture, unless 
we take the mention made of the book by the learned Edward Lhuyd, 
in his Archaelogia Britannica, as a kind of collateral proof. That gen- 
tleman published his book in 1707, and in it he gives a short table of 
the contents of the Books of Ballimote and Leacan, both of which he 
says he found in the library of Trinity College. Hence it may be said, 
if these books were then in Trinity College, the Book of Leacan could 
not have been taken away by James II. But Lhuyd does not say these 
books were in Trinity College at the time he wan publishing his book ; 
and it is well known that he was employed in collecting his materials for 
that work a great number of years before he published. It is known 
that he was in Ireland for that purpose long before 1690, at which period 
he might have consulted the Book of Leacan, and James might have 
subsequently removed it to Paris. 

In the account given of the Book of Ballimote, under the year 1300, 
we have given reasons to suppose it was that book that Doctor Raymond 
had lent to O'Naghten, and that the Book of Leacan was not in the 
College library when he procured for Dermot O'Connor, the translator 
of Doctor Keating's History of Ireland, a loan of the Book of Ballimote. 
In addition to this, the writer of this account has the authority of his 
venerable friend, the late Chevalier O'Gorman, to say, that he frequently 
consulted the Book of Leacan, in the library of the Irish College at , 
Paris, upwards of seventy years ago. Hence it may be safely concluded, 
that the Abbe Mac Geoghegan, who had the best means of obtaining 
information on Irish affairs about the period of the Revolution, must be 
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correct, when he says the Book of Leacan was carried to F ranee by 
James the Second. 



A. D. 1420. 

clxii. Giolla-na-najomh O^Huidhrin, a learned historian, died 
year, according to the Annals of the Four Masters. He was author of 
a topographical poem, intended as a Supplement to John CTDugan's 
CjtidllcUT) timcedll rxx pobla. We have seen, under the year 1372, that John 
O'Dugan has given aa account of the chief tribes and territories of 
Leath Conn, (Meath, Ulster, and Conaght) at the time of the Anglo- 
Norman invasion. O'Huidhrin's work gives an account of the principal 
families of Leath Mhogha, (Leinster and Minister) and the districts 
occupied by them, at the same period. The poem consists of seven 
hundred and eighty verses, beginning u Cuille fttXftx tfjt G\fiin 05," « An 
addition of knowledge on sacred Erin." 

A very valuable copy of this poem, in the hand-writing of Cucoigcriche 
O'Clery, is in the collection of MSS. belonging to the Assistant Secretary 
to this Society. 

clxiii. In this year also died Angus, son of Carroll buidhe (yellow) 
O'Daly. lie was author of the two following poems, of which copies 
are in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. a Member of this Society. 

1. A poem of one hundred and thirty-six verses, beginning Comuy fnuijt 
CfUKtoxt dg duct in pftdoic," " Dimensions of the wall of Cruachan at 
Fraoich's retreat." This poem is, by some, ascribed to Angus roe O'Daly, 
who died A. D. 1350. The subject is, the description of the castle of 
Carn Fraoich, erected by Aodh O'Conor, king of Conaght. 

2. A poem, beginning " 2Utoi6 da ccjticf 1 <t ildrj f*leill," " Know 
this country, O sons of Niall!" one hundred and sixty verses, addressed 
to Art 0'Maoilsheachlainn, exciting him to take arms against the English, 
and rescue his country from their tyranny. Copy in collection of John 
Mac Namara, Esq. 



\ clxiv. Fergal, son of Teig, son of Angus roe O'DAtv, chief poet of 
Corcamroe, also died this year. In the year 1415, this author, together 
with Maurice O'Daly of Breifne, Dermod O'Daly of Meath, Hugh og 
Mac Cuirtin, Dubthach, son of Eochaidh the learned, and several other 
poets, were cruelly plundered by Lord Furnival. 

clxv. In the same year with the three last-mentioned writers died 
Cokaing O'Maolcokaire, a Conaght poet. He is said, by some writers, 
to have been the author of the poem beginning " 2l« #furl pojtbct pedf d, ,f 
Which, on the authority of the O'Clerys, we have ascribed to Giolla 
iCaoimhghin, or Giolla Kevin. Others, however, say that it was written, 
by a Conaing O'Maolconaire, who died A. D. 1314. 

See under the years 1072 and 1314. 

clvi. Donald, son of Eogan O'Daly, flourished at this period. He 
was author of a poem on the death of Donald, son of Donald O'Sullivan, 
prince of Dunboy, who died in Spain. The poem consists of two hun- 
dred and four verses, beginning " Sitrj Sb&tn &o coijirjecti) Ceamuiji," " In 
Spain Tarah was interred." 

A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of O'Gara, in the library 
of John Mac Namara, Esq. 



A. D- 1423. 

. cxlvii. Under this year the Four Masters record the death of Faelan 
Mac a Gobhan, a learned historian. He was the transcriber of a great 
part of the Book of the O'Kellys, a valuable Irish manuscript, now in 
the library of Sir William Betham, and the original author of some of 
the tracts therein contained. At folio 103 of that book, is given a poem 
of two hundred and twenty-eight verses, the composition of this author. 
It begins " Qt&tro <ty naidiji i;le," " Adam, father of us all," and gives the 
names of the wives and daughters of several of the Pagan heroes and 
deities. This is followed, at folio 104, with an account of the wives of 
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the patriarchs, and a synchronism of the Roman emperors with the 
monarch* and provincial kings of Ireland, from Julius Caesar and 
Eochaidh Feidhlioch, monarch of Ireland, to the Emperor Severus, and 
Art the Solitary, monarch of Ireland, from A. D. 220 to 250, in which 
latter year he died. After this follows, to the end of folio 1 11, an account 
of the Jewish high priests and the 6rst Christian bishops, the officers of 
Saint Patrick's household, and different members of his family. 

We cannot say whether these latter tracts are the original productions 
of Faelan Mac a Gobhan or not ; but by a memorandum at the bottom 
of folio 11 1, b. col. 2, it is said they were written by Faelan Mac a Gobhan 
na seel (of the Histories) for his lord and his friend Bishop Muirchear- 
tach O'Kelly. This prelate was Bishop of Clonfert from A* D. 1378 to 
A. D. 1394, at which time he was translated by Pope Boniface IX. to 
the See of Tuam, over which he presided as Archbishop, until his death, 
on the 29th September, 1407. 

The large vellum manuscript of Sir William Betham has been 'so often 
mentioned in the course of this work, that it may gratify the-curiosity of 
our readers to give them a short account of its contents. It may very 
properly be called the Leabhar Hy Maine, or the Book of the O'Kellys, 
as it contains sufficient proofs to shew that it was for them it was com- 
piled, and that it remained in possession of a branch of that family until 
at least the year 1757. It is a very valuable document, written on vellum 
of the largest size, but wants some leaves in the beginning and the end* 
In its present state it commences at folio 24, with an account of the de* 
scendants of Nial naoighiallach, and gives the pedigrees and filiations of 
the most noted families who trace their origin to that monarch. In this 
part are introduced several of the valuable historical poems of Giolla 
Caoimbghin, Giolla Modhuda, Giolla na naomh O'Dunn, Erard M'Coise, 
F la nu Maiuistreach, Fotha ua Canni, &c. &c. of whose works we have 
given a particular description in the course of this work. There are also 
contained in this part several other ancient historical poems, with the 
names of whose authors we are at present unacquainted. 

From folio 29 there is a chasm to folio 39, where we meet an account 
of the descendants of Maine, son of Niall, of which the principal were 
the O'Kellys, the O'Maddens, and other ancieut tribes of Roscommon 
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*ml Gai\vay. At folio 40, b. col. 1, is a catalogue of the kings or princes 
of Hy Maine, from Ceallaeh, the great ancestor of the family of O'KelJy, 
from whom they take their name, to Donogh, son of Maoileaghlainn 
O'Kelly, who was killed on the 10th of October, 1427, in which year this 
part of the book was written. This account is in prose, supported by the 
authority of ancient poems, and ends at folio 46, from which to 57 there 
is another chasm. 

At folio 57, is part of the Leinster Book, extracted from the Book of 
Olendalogh, giving an account of the descendants of Cathaoir mor, king 
of Leinster and monarch of Ireland, at the close of the second century. 
Another chasm occurs from folio 58 to folio 65, where we meet with an 
account of the men of Ulster, with pedigrees of the principal families of 
that; province, extracted from the Book of Saul Abbey, in the couuty of 
Down, founded by Saint Patrick, in A. D. 432. In this account are 
comprehended the descendants of In, third son of Milesius, who made 
settlements for themselves in other provinces, such as the O'Connors of 
Kerry and Co ream roe, the O'Loghlins of Burren, the O'Moores of Leix, 
the O'Farrells of Annaly, &c. &c. 

At folio 80 commences the Munster Book, with €€ Eber a quodicitur 
Hibernia" in Irish characters, containing a great quantity of the early 
history of Munster, and the pedigrees and filiations of the chief families 
descended from Heber, the eldest son of Milesius. 

- At folio 91, b. col. 2, the lettfcty bpedinat, or Book of the Britons, 
commences with Ego Nennius, in Irish characters, and continues to folio 
94, a. col. 1. At the head of this tract there is a memorandum, which 
says that Nennius was the author, and that G folia Caoimhghin translated 
it into Scotic. 

* ' At folio 94, a. col. 1, is Eochaidh O'Floinii's poem of two hundred 
and thirty-two verses, beginning " ?lcai/i tdic coimpb rjiroe," tracing the 
ancestors of the Irish through the Patriarchs, to their arrival in Egypt, 
under Niall, son of Fenius Farsaigh (t. e. the Persian). 

At folio 95, a. coL 1, the Oaitifeancaif, or History of Women, giving 
an account of the wives and mothers of the kings and chiefs of Ireland, 
first in prose, and then in a poem of three hundred and seventy-four 
ranns, beginning " 7^6ait aerjdiaijt rja tj&tfcine," by Giolla Modhuda 0'C; 
sidy. 
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At folio 100, b. col. 2, Flann Main breach's ppem on the synchronisms 
of the kings and emperors of the Assyrians, Persians, Irish* Greeks, 
Romans, &c. 

At folio 103, a. col. 2, Faelan M'a Gobhan's productions,, as above- 
mentioned, to folio lit* 

From folio 113 to the end of folio 127, Divine Poems, Prophecies, &c 
ascribed to SSL Benin, Bercan, Beg mac De, Diring Draoi^Geoffry O'Clery, 
Donogh mor O'Daly, Maolmuire O'Leanain, &c&c 

At folio 127, a. col. I, begins an account of the Israelites from the 
days of Abraham, &c. to folio 133, where is aa account of the death of 
Dermod, son of Fergus Ceirbheoil, monarch of Ireland, from A. D. 544 
to 565. 

At folio 135, the Book of Rights, ascribed to St. Beinin, of which we 
have already given a particular account. 

From folio 139 to folio 143, Historical Poems, by Giolla Caoimghin, 
John O'Dugan, and others of our most esteemed bards and historians. 

At folio 143 commences the Dinn Seanchas, or History of noted Places 
in Ireland, We have given a full account of this production when treat* 
ing of Amergin M'Amalgaidh, A, D. 550, and of the Book of Ballimote* 
under the year 1390. 

At folio 172, John O'Dugairti poem on the wonderful things of Ireland^ 
four hundred and eighty verses, beginning u eijn ltfptdfi cdlmcto coijug/* 
" Western Erin of fruitful lands." 

At folio 173 an historical poem on the building of Babylon. Ch* the 
same folio Giolla Caoimhghin's poem,, beginning " ?to6ctlct6 aoatl Tjle," 
followed by three poems on Irish Topography, &c. 

At folio 174, O'Dugan's Irish Vocabulary, beginning u topuf pocat 
trcubcedjt lib," followed, on the same folioy by two poems on the birth of 
Christ. 

At folio 175, John O'Dugan's poem on the battles of Cormac O r Cuitin, 
beginuing " Cedmarp na ftig jxdrz Coprotne." 

At folio 176, are three anonymous historical poems. : 

At folio 177 commences a vocabulary of hard word*, and etymology of 
some proper names, in alphabetical order. 

8 
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At fWt* HW, another vocabulary, not in alphabetical order ; and on the 
aame folio, the etymology of Irish proper names. 

At folio 188, the monarch Cormac's royal precepts to his son Cairbre 
LIffeachair. 

At folio 190, account of several remarkable things in Ireland, of which 
there were three of each kind. 

At folio lfH, a. col. 2, commences the Irish Prosody ; an account of 
the Bardic profession and qualifications necessary for the different orders 
of bards*, the Uratceapht, or Primer of the Bards ; account of the Ogham, 
OT secret writing, &c. to folio 201. 

From folio 201, to the end of the book at folio 216, are several poems 
by our earliest and most esteemed Fileas. Some of these are authentic 
history, and others are mixed with fable* ' Of this latter description are 
the poems on the Knights or Heroes of the Red Branch ; such as Cu- 
chuilen, Conall, Cearnach, Curaidh mac Daire, Fergus mac Roigh, &c. 
and of the Fianna Eirionn, or famous Irish militia, commanded by Fionn 
Mac Cubhail, (the Fingal of Macpherson), such as Goll mac Moirne, 
Dermod O'Duibhne, Caoilte Mac Ronan, Conan maol, Oisin the poet, 
Oscar, son of Oisin, &c. &c. 

From the above short account it will be seen, that this book contains 

* * • • • ■ #» . 

the chief part of the matter to be found in the Books of Ballimote and 
Leacan ; in addition to which, are several other valuable pieces, which 
render it a most interesting document to the Irish historian and anti- 
quary. 



A. D. 1425. 



cjLxvin. In this year died Thomas, sou of Giolla-na*naomh, Mac-a- 
(tobhan, or Smith, surnamed Mac craith na sgel. He was chief gene-; 
alogist of O'Loghlainn of Corcomroe. It is probable he was the author 
or transcriber of the Irish manuscript book, mentioned by Nicholson, in 
his Irish historical library, as being in the library of the Duke of Chan- 
dos, under the title of " Collectanea Magraithi Mac Gowna, de Genealo- 
gits Sanctorum Hiberniae. 
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A. D. 1430. 

clxix. About this time flourished Agnus O'Daly <fioiw, Suraamed 
na diadhacta, (of the divinity). He was author of the following pieces. 

1. A poem of forty verses, beginning " Cjiei6im tfuic ct t)be hew," " I 
believe in thee, Oh God of heaven." This is a thanksgiving after Com- 
munion. 

2. A poem on the benefits arising to man from the incarnation of the 
son of God; forty-eight verses, beginning " Cof etc fi6e f awf £>*i}ft!el/' 
^ The salutation of Gabriel is the beginning of peace." 

3. A poem beseeching the intercession of Saint John the Bpptist, 
sixty verses,- beginning "gtutie ojim, it Coin 6ct?fxc," "Pray for me» Oh 
John Baptist." 

Copies of these three poems are an, the MS. collection pf the Assistant 
Secretary. 

4. A poem, beginning " So/u*t6 le6 ceile tx ChtXtpt," « Farewell with thy 
companion, O Cashel," two hundred and eight verses on the deaths 
Donald McCarthy, prince of Desmond, who died, according to the Annals 
of the Four Masters, A. D« 1409. This chief, the poet informs us, died 
without issue. 

Copy in O'Gara's book, in the library of J. M'Namara, Esq. 

clxx. Hugh ©'Daly, chief poet of O'Reilly, prince of East Brtifoe, 
died this year. He wrote a poem on the marriage of Eoghan nafeasoige 
(of the beard) O'Reilly, with Gormly, the daughter of Tiernan mor 
O'&ourke, prince of West Bresfne, an imperfect copy of which, together 
with some other imperfect poems by the same author, are in the collection 
of the Assistant Secretary. The poem on the marriage of his patron 
with O'Rourke's daughter begins u If <u>ifcm£uu; * Wbjieipue/' '''Happy is 
it for thee, Oh Breifne." 
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A. D. 1440. 

<clxxi. About this time flourished Goffrky O'Clery, of whose pro- 
ductions, four poems, on religious subjects, are preserved in an ancient 
and valuable vellum MS. in the library of Sir William Betham. 

.1. Upon the respect that Christians should have for Friday above the 
other days' of the week; one htindred and thirty-two verses, beginning 
" CdfytcuiS oixfcji $qj) dew," " Give reverence to Friday ." 

In this poem the author shews that on Friday our Lord Jesus Christ 
died for the sins of uifen ; On Friday Saint Stephen was stoned; Saint John 
the Baptist beheaded ; Saints' Peter and Paul crucified, &c. &c 

2. Upon the gift of tongues to the Apostles, and the different nations 
to which each of them preached the Gospel; one hundred and forty-four , 
verses, beginning " CDtfic jtet coi#>mea6 coweriro bi" " The spouse of God 
well merits support." 

3. Upon the instability of earthly dwellings, and the kingdom of God 
as the permanent abode to which man should aspire ; one hundred and 
twenty-four verses, beginning " p*6tf 50 zv\&m mo ieac," " Long until I 
go to my house." 

4. A poem beginning « btigitS idfdcc aiSledcdS fte a CbtXftBd," " It is 
right to return a loan with its profit;" one hundred and twenty-eight 
verses. 

clxxii. At this time flourished Brian roe M'Coinmhidue, a retainer of 
the houses of O'Neill and O'Donnell. He was author of the following 
poems: 

1. On the O'Neill family, shewing that to them belonged the sovereignty 
of Ireland. This poem consists of one hundred and fifty-six verses, 
beginning u Ceamdijt gac icule a robi jti," " Tarah is every town where a 
king is.'" 

Copy in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 

2. On Neachtan, son of Torlogh an fhiona (of the wine) O'Donell, 
prince of Tirconell, one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning 
« 4 1om6d r/i/iYjn) CI5 UUW15," " The Ultonians have great respect." 

Copies in the possession of Rev, Doctor O'Brien, and of the Assistant 
Secretary. 
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A. D. 1441. 

cLxxnr. Maoilin, son of Tanaidhe, son of Paid in O'Maolconaire, chief' 
poet of the Siol Muireadhaigh (O'Connors of Conaght) died on the 13th ' 
of February this year, according to the Annals of the Pour Masters. He . 
was author of the poem beginning €t bligitf jug eoluf 6'otlaro," " The 
knowledge of a professor behoves a king/' one hundred and sixty-four 
verses, upon the division of Conaght between Cathal Crobh-dhearg 
(red-hand) and Brian Luighneach, the two sons of Torlogh, (the great) 
O'Conor, king of Conaght and monarch of Ireland, who died A. D. 
1156. The poet gives an account of the districts and boundaries of eafch 
son's share, and a list of the descendants of Brian who obtained the go-" 
vernment of the entire province of Conaght, and the number of years 
that each prince ruled. 

A copy of this poem is in the hands of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D 1446. 

clxxiv. TANAionE, son of Maoilin, son of Tanaidhe O'Maolconaire, 
died about the feast of Easter, this year, and was buried in the monas- 
tery of Ballybogan. He was author of the poem beginning " 21 eiccfiu 
bdtifcab co roblditf," " Oh ye learned of Ireland with great renown," twelve 
verses, on the battle of Tenus, in Ibh-Failge, fought between Heber 
and Heremon, two sons of Milesius, A. M. 2935, in which the former 
lost his life. ' 

Copy in the Book of Leacan, fol. 13, col. 4, and in the Book of 
Conquests, by the O'Clerys, in possession of the Assistant Secretary. - 

clxxv. Donald Mac an Clasaigii (the fat) O'Coffey, and his two 
sons, were killed this year at Lough Amain, in West Meath, by the 
descendants of Art O'Maoilseachlainn, and by the sons of Fiacha 
Mageoghan. He was, as the Four Masters say, u a good leader of ai) 
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army, and well skilled in poetry. 9 ' He was author of the poem begin- 
ning " Cnifte ftiou <k roic CObu/tccuid," " Be cautious, oh son of Morogh," 
one hundred and sixty-eight verses, cautioning the prince of Leinster to 
he prepared to resist the attacks of the English. 

A copy of this poem, beautifully written on paper about the year 1600, 
is iu the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A- D. 1448, 

clxxvi. The Annals of Comght, and of the Fear Masters, under this 
year,.<«ec*rd tike death of " Tamig or Teige og, son of Giolla Colunab 
O'Higgin, first preceptor of the poets of Eirin and Alba," (Ireland and 
Scotland),. He was author of the following poems : 

1. In praise of the river Shannon, forty- two verses, beginning " 21 
SioTtfwfc Crnb ce6 cdttug," " O Shannon of Conn of hundred battles." 

Copy with Assistant Secretary. 

2. A poem beginning * c 2lc«h6 rjti comjtctic um ciorj," " They are three 
that contend on my account," one hundred and twenty-four verses, 
shewing that the world, the flesh, and the devil contend against his 
spiritual good. Copy in collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

3. A poem beginning " O'd <Jji6 trait tig tc» cobaijt," " From the North 
the assistance came," one hundred and fort} -four verses, on the mighty 
deeds of Niall og O'Neill 

Copy in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

4. A poem beginning " CDdp mo bqbbo iurnaib Uhtiit>5," " Great my share 
of sorrows for Teig," one hundred and ninety-two verses, on Hie death 
of Teige O'Conor, Sligo. 

Copy in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

& A poem, beginning " 2lwHf 6o cuigfrie Catfg," a Now Teige was 
taken," one hundred and sixty verses, on the death of Teige O'Kelly. 

Copy in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

6. A poem beginning " puilmgib hup. lew <* leit Chin*)," " Suffer your 
sorrows, oh Lfeath Chuinn," one hundred and sixty-four verses, on the 
death of Ulick Burke. 

Copy with John M'Namara, Esq. 
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7. A poem beginning " Qtnocc f^doHib M f gold," * To-night are dis- , 
solved the schools/' one hundred and twelve verses, on the death of 
Feargal roe O'Higgin. 

Copy in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

The poem beginning u t>d jtoifi comejtorod aifi cjuc f*le\U," which we have 
on good authority given to Owen M*Craith, under 1395> is, by soip* 
writers, ascribed to this author. 



A. D. 14SO. 

CLxxvir* At tiiis time flourished Johk, son of Kory, APCrjhthj th* 
chief historian of the Dalcassian or North Munster tribes. He wrote, m 
the year 1459, the Caicjieim Coijtbedlfidig, or Catalogue of the battles of 
Turlogh,. containing an account of the wars of Thomond for upwards of 
two hundred years, from the landing of Henry II. in Ireland, to the 
death of Lord Robert de Clare, A. D. 1318. 



clxxviu. At this time also lived Tbige, son of Joseph, O'Cassidt, of 
Coole* He was physician to the Maguires, princes of Fermanagh, and 
wrote a treatise on Medicine, a copy of which is in the collection of the' 
Assistant Secretary. 



A.D. 1460; 

clxxix. John O'Cludhai* flourished about this period. He was- 
author of a poem in praise of Aodh,. or Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor, , 
one hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning " t>0jt* i6iyt 6#n if b*f*tb> r 
" A hand between poetry and courage." 

A fine old copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Sa*- 
cretary. 
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1 A. D. 1468. 

clxxx. John Mac Coinmhidhe, or Conway, died this year. He was 
author of the poem, beginning €€ t?vj; a» bttf bdife d T>eini5, ,> " Death 
tiarried the palm of victory," two hundred and ninety-six verses, on the 
death of Niall og O'Neill, prince of Tir-Eoghan (Tyrone.) 

Copy in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

clxxxi. Cotemporary with John Mac Coinmhidhe was Donogh O'Bolg- 
aidh, or Boulger, a physician, who wrote some tracts on medicine, 
and transcribed the works of others on that subject. A large book, 
containing near five hundred pages, beautifully written on vellum, in 
O'Bolgai's handwriting, is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. By a 
memorandum at the end of one of the tracts contained in this book, 
which treats of the medicinal virtues of herbs, minerals, &c. it appears 
that it was first written at Mount Pelier, in France- The date of the 
transcript is then given in these words and characters : " CO.cccc.tr.u\ t» 
zir) 60 tfiicTjugdo an lea&djt f o, le t)07jcctt> b. OoUccai, <*5*f dwrg la peit pnei?, 
*lflf tx c6rodjtia d^ud/tivf 6o vi w zef cd, tfgdf ® *° ^° l^f 1 fcowwigi tXQ&f 
4 ceatctift map tirjrnijt oijt 6o Bi in Miattaw fin." " M.CCCC.LX.VI. the 
time this book was finished by Donogh O'Bolgai (Boulger) and the day 
was the feast of Saint Finian, and the Moon was in the sign Aquarius, 
and four was the golden number of that year." 

Besides the tract above mentioned, there are separate treatises upon 
the diseases of the head, and other members of the human body, in which 
many of the Arabian physicians are frequently quoted. 

Towards the end of the book there is a translation of Aristotle's 
Treatise " On the Nature of Matter," but it does not appear whether 
O'Bolgai was the translator, or only a transcriber. 
, The test- article in this book is a law tract, regulating the rewards to 
be paid to physicians by different ranks in society. The language of this 
law tract, and the matters contained in it, prove it to have been written 
at a muph earlier period than that in which the rest of the book was 
written. 
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A. D. 1481. 

clxxxii. Conor roe M'Coinmhiohe died this year. He was author of 
a poem on the death of Brian O'Neill, eighty-four verses, beginning; 
€€ taimaiii Cdif 1 <xcc* <f nboipe," " Precious are the relicks that are in 
Derry." 

Copy in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 



A. D. im. 

clxxxiii. Catrald Mac Magnus (Charles Maguire) died this year, om 
the 10th of the calends of April. He was author of those Annals of 
Ireland, called "Annals of Bally M'Magnus," "Senatensian Annals," and 
" Annals of Ulster." They commence with the reign of Feradach Fionn- 
fachtnach, monarch of Ireland, A. D. 60, and are carried down to the 
author's own time. They were afterwards continued to the year 1504,. by 
Roderick O 'Cass id y, Archdeacon of Clogher. 

The Annals of the Four Masters give the character, and relate the 
death of Cathald, in words, of which the following is a literal transla- 
tion : " Mac Magnus of Seanaigh, t . e. Cathal og, son of Cathal, son of 
Cathal, son of Giolla Patrick, son of Mathew, &c. was master of a house 
of general hospitality, and a public victualler in Seanaidh Mac Magnus ^ 
Canon of the Choir in Ardmagh, and in the Bishoprick of Clogher; 
Parson of Iniscaoin; Deacon of Lough Erne; and Deputy of the Bishop 
of Clogher, for fifteen years before his death. He was an encourager 
and protector of learning and science in his own district ; a treasured 
branch of the Canons ; a fountain of love and mercy to the poor and 
unprotected of God's people. It was he who collected and brought 
together many books of Annals, from which he compiled the Annals of 
Bally Mac Magnus, for himself. He died of the small pox on the 10th 
of the calends of April, on a Friday, in particular, in the sixtieth year of 
his age." 
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These Annals are partly Irish and part Latin. A copy of this work, in 
folio, written on vellum, is in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. 



A. D. 1501. 

clxxxiv. The Annals of the Four Masters under this year, record the 
death of Donald O'Higgin, teacher of the schools of Ireland in poetry, 
after his return from a pilgrimage to the church of Saint James, in Spain. 
The Annals of Conaght say he died in 1502. He was a native of the 
county of Sligo, and author of a poem, consisting of one hundred and 
thirty-two verses, beginning " OQeyfbe tjdfc eafcrnd/t Cijte," " Woful that not 
jealous is Erin, 9 ' in praise of John, son of Alexander McDonald. 

Copy with the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1504. 

clxxxv. Pierce, son of Thomas O'Cassidy, of Coola, Magu ire's pro- 
fessor of physic, died this year. He wrote on the nature and cure of 
different diseases incident to the human frame. 

A copy of his work is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1508. 

clxxxvi. Geoffrey O'Daly, jionn, died this year, according to the 
Annals of Conaght. To this author we are indebted for the following 
poems : 

1. One hundred and eighty- four verses, beginning " C0dift5 roedllaf 
rotjjiu <xn zf dogail," " Woe to him whom the riches of the world deceive/' 
upon the folly of great attachment to worldly matters. 
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2. A poem of two hundred verses, beginning " bo z6%b<i\6 me^e COu/t- 
£tu>a," " The standard of Morogh was raised," in praise of Morogh 
O'Madden, prince of the Siol nAmchadha, or tribe of O'Maddens. The 
author compares the actions of his hero to those of his namesake, Mo- 
rogh, son of Brian Boroimhe, at the battle of Clontarf. 

3. A poem of two hundred verses, beginning " CDcuJ papftaibedc bud 
f edf dc," « If you are inquisitive you will be knowing," upon Irish gram- 
mar. It treats of the parts of speech, and the genders of nouns. 

4. A poem of two hundred and four verses, beginning " ?l gbectji&cs 
bednd mo 6<*il," " Oh Gerald, do my bidding." This poem is addressed 
to Gerald, son of Maurice, J£arl of Desmond, requesting his powerful 
protection. 

Fine copies of this author's works are in, the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. 



A. D. 1510.. 

clxxxvii. Owe* Roe M'an Bhaird CWard), chief poet of Tirconnef, 
died this year. He was author of many poems, none of which have come 
udder our notice, except one, consisting of one hundred and thirty-six 
verses, on the death of Donald" O'Donell. It begins " tedf 5 an tftiaigfi 
«ji eaf r u<i6," « Sloth this night on Eas Roe." 

Copy of this poem in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1511. 

CLxxxvm. At this time flourished Caibbre O'Maolconaire, a famous 
scribe, who made a beautiful copy of one of our ancient Law tracts, that 
had been glossed or commented on by Donogh, son of Cairbre M'Aodh- 
again, or M'Egan. This tract was once the property of the author of 
the Arehaeologia Britannica, and afterwards of Sir John Seabright, who 
made a present of it, and several other valuable Irish manuscrips, to the 
library of Trinity College, where it now is > in class H. 54* 
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A. D. 1518. 

clxxxix. Ciothruadh, son of A thai rne O'Heoghusa, died this year, 
according to the Four Masters. He was author of a poem in praise of 
theO'Rourkes, beginning " br 9 me rtf ppitecui p;l l?udjtc<tc > " " Nurse of the 
poets is the family of O'Rourke ;" one hundred and thirty-two verses. 

A fine copy of this poem is in O'Gara's collection, in the library of 
John Mac Namara, Esq. 



A. D. 1 520. 

clxc. Teige og O'Daly flourished at this time. He was author of 
a poem, consisting of one hundred and forty verses, beginning " f^li 
draw gabala gjtSf fee/' " No deceitful prize is the grace of God," on 
the great advantage of living in a state of grace, and of the goodness of 
God. 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cxci. At this time also lived Brian caoch O'Daly, author of a poem 
on confidence in God, one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning 
" bmgean co^cui pa cdijtc ftig," " A secure contract in the promise of God." 

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1532. 

cxcn. Manus, son of Aodh O'Donell, of the princely family of Tir- 
Conell, died this year. He was author of a Life of Saint Patrick, written 
in his native language, often quoted by Colgan and other writers. 

About this period flourished a poet, also of the name of Manus 
O'Donell, but we are not able to say whether he be the same person that 
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wrote the Life of Saint Patrick, or not. Some short poems of his com- 
position are in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

1. A poem of twelve verses, beginning " CjtoitSe iSi) 60 frtirtuyajpb" 
" A heart full of meditations." 

2. A poem of twelve verses, beginning " bdjt ledro \f jjaldjt e in g|Utt>»" 
" In my opinion, love is a disease." 

3. A poem of twenty-four verses, beginning " Cfiotbe *fo 6d 5016 uduje," 
" This is a heart that is about to be stolen from us." 

4. A poem of twelve verses, beginning u £oiftc dwxx 6ei/tettti mo f $il" 
" Painful to-night is the end of my tale." 

* 

5. A poem, beginning " CDdf bfiaitofl Bote dft Sftafctffjl meii," " If the 
fat brother be a poor brother," (a friar). 



A. D. 1541, 

cxciii. In this year died Roderick O'Cassidy, Archdeacon of Clogher. 
JSe wrote a continuation of the Ulster Annals, from 1498, where they 
were ended by Cathal Mac Guire, to the year 1504, and added some 
things to the first part. 

This work is in the library of Trinity College. 



A. D. 1550. 

cxciv. Loghlaikh O'Daly flourished at this period. He was author 
of the following pieces : 

1. A poem of eighty-four verses, beginning " Uctignedc a cctoi 4 t«*§ uct 
mbfiataifi," " Solitary art thou, Oh house of the brothers," upon the 
expulsion of the Franciscan friars from their convents, in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth. 

2. A poem of one hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning " COetfllcty 
ir)6e an zaof 6d»<i," " We* the people of song, are deceived." 
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3. A poem of one hundred verses, beginning " C<i\- 'iKtjt ^dhcbtiji 
5^oitiit," " Where did the Gathelians find shelter," upon the separation 
and dispersion of the Irish. 

4. A poem, beginning " foguf cciBrfifi 60 c/tioc fcoijiiie," €€ Assistance is 
near the country of Burrcn," upon the family of Q'Loghlain of Burren, 
in the west of the county of Clare. 

6. The poem, beginning " erjee bilzd Chrtjihjie jtuditf," which we have 
given, from good authority, to Flann Mainistreach, is, by some writers, 
ascribed to Loghlainn O'Daly. 

See Flann Mainistreach, or Flann of Bute, under the year 1056. 

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1554. 

exev. Teige, son of Aodh O'Coffey, the chief teacher of poetry in 
Eire and Alba, (Ireland and Scotland) died this year, according to the 
Four Masters. He was author of the following pieces : 

1. A poem of sixty-eight verses, beginning " Cji<trj «feoil rjd c/t*;Tje an 
ifiot tt<towid, ,, " The holy cross is the mast of the world," in praise of 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the goodness of God in sending 
his son to die an ignominious death for the redemption of man. 

2. A poem, beginning "pol<tm djte b'edffcaitf 6fyti<ti»," " Ireland is 
waste, from the absence of Brian," one hundred verses, on the death of 
Brian O'Connor Failge, (Faly.) 

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cxcvi. At this time lived a poet distinguished by the name of Teige 
mor O'Coffey, author of a poem in praise of Manus, son of Aodh dubh 
O'Donell, who gave the writer a mare of his stud for every rann contained 
in the poem. It consists Of twenty ranns, or eighty verses, beginning " C14 
fie cctjtipnj { e<t6 { tjftge ?" " Who sends the gifts of courtship?" 

We know not but this and the last-mentioned writer are one and the 
same person. 

Copy in the library of Rev. Doctor O'Brien* 
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A. D. ISS6. 

cxcvn. The annals of the Four Masters, under this year, record the 
murder of Anthony, son of William O'Coffey, by some persons un- 
known. He was author of the following pieces : 

1. A poem of one hundred tfnd fifty-six verses, beginning "006 mx Idjtld 
H\r\m Sberocdf," " Greater than Earl is the name of James." This was 
written in praise of James earl of Desmond, who survived his poet but 
one year. 

2. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning " ptt>a d» ctjrone 
<fo tift c6ift ube." " Long be this remembrance on the justice of God j" in 
praise of our Lord Jesus Christ, and on the intercession of his mother, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, in favour of sinners. 

Copies of these poems are in the possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cxcviii. At this time flourished Fearflatha O'Gnimh, (O'Gneeve) 
poet to the O'Neills of Clannaboy. He was author of the poem beginning 
" COo t|iuai6 mdft <Xz£\b 5<*oi6il," « Alas for the state of the Gathelians," 
ninety-two verses, upon the miserable state of the Irish in those parts of 
the country where the power of the English prevailed. 

An imperfect translation of this poem may be seen in O'Connor's Dis- 
sertations on the History of Ireland, at page 74, Christie's edition, Dublin, 
1812. Copies of the original are in the hands of almost every Irish 
scholar. 



A. D. 1560. 

cxcix. At this period flourished Fergal O'Cionga, (King.) He was 
author of a poem upon the merits of Christ's sufferings, one hundred and 
fifty-two verses, beginning "COdift^ <X{ UftjuX jte heacz ^5!" " Alas! that 
subject to his condition is the king." 

A copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 
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cc. At this time also lived Cormac, son of Giolla Coluim O'Higgtn, 
who wrote a poem on the death of Donogh, son of Cathal O'Conor, Sligo, 
one hundred and eighty verses, beginning " Sior> coizcetr) cumtfib gdoitSil," 
" The sorrow of the Gathelians appears in a general shower of tears." 

Copy in O'Gara's collection in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq* 



A. D. 1565. 

cci. Donald Mac Carthy, created first earl of Clan-Carthy this year, 
was author of some poems, two only of which have reached us : 

1. A small poem, of sixteen verses, beginning « 3lif liflg t/tut*5 *>o roeujt 
me\f i," " A sorrowful vision has deceived me." 

2. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning " U£ <tt) uc! <* CObtjfie Bvjtfe," 
" Alas! alas! oh benign Mary;" a pious address to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1566. 

ecu. John O'Maolcqnaire, called by some of the annalists 2fjt& olldm 
Cjjtioij, (chief poet of Ireland) flourished at the time that Brian na murtha 
(of the bulwarks) O'Rourke was chosen chief of his tribe, after the death 
of his brother Aodh buidhe, (the yellow) A. D. 1566. He wrote a poem 
in praise of Brian na murtha, one hundred and thirty-six verses, beginning 
u puaift bjieipne tk 6iol 6o ftegldnb" " Breifne has obtained a prince worthy 
of her." This poem is written in the Bearla Peine, or Phoenician dialect 
of the Irish, and the poet assigns as a reason for his using that dialect, 
""because the betxpltk jiiifzac, or dialect of plebeians, was unworthy of his 
hero. v 

A fine old copy of this poem, with an interlined gloss, is in the collection 
of Irish MSS. belonging to the Assistant Secretary. 
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A. D. 1570. 



ccin. At this time lived Angus O'Daly Fionn, sarnamed the Divine. 
He was author of the following poems : 

1. Forty-eight verses on our Saviour's humanity, beginning " Ctjlle gon 
Cjtdig 6dorjtiac6 be," " A flood without ebb, is the humanity of God." 

2. Forty-four verses on the Conception of the Blessed Virgin, begin- 
ning " Sdigeac brflf aw bj*u CDifjte," " A vessel of precious balsam is the 
womb of Mary." 

3. Sixty- four verses in praise of God, beginning " J*!a cijg jtoij} 6eg f o 
6o bhm," " These fifteen ranns to God." 

4. Forty-eight verses, in which the poet acknowledges his sins, and 
says it required the blood of a God to cleanse him from them. This 
poem begins " jMi leiji 6'ao» a dwam pew," " The stains of a man are 
not visible to himself." 

5. A hymn addressed to our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning " 31 1&f d 
txrj evfbetxjx mo 6in ?" " Oh Jesus do you attend to my song ?" 

6. A penitential Address to our Saviour, eighty-eight verses, beginning 
« Cifc peno' crtpd a roeic CObrj^e!" u Hear my faults* Oh Son of Mary!" 

7. Twenty-four verses on the Blessed Sacrament, beginning " £ab mo 
coiimjtce a Chr^p 1oft*, ,y 4€ Be my protection, Oh body of Jesus." 

8. Fifty-two verses, beginning " 5/ti<x» W maig&eciy) mataiji be," u Sun 
of Virgins is the Mother of God." 

9. Forty verses, beginning a Q0<*Y5 ijafc moUiJ mid\fi t>e," " Alas that 
I praise not the mother of God." 

10. Thirty-six verses, beginning <c (Petit cm Bajia^tx 5ed» jtiog," " Good, 
is the authority of a queen." 

11. Forty-four verses, beginning " fcac rodigdear) 50 mocta:^ me.ic," 
" Each virgin to the mother of a son." 

12. Thirty-two verses, beginning " 21 mbjteig m mol^m G?r;jte," " In 
falsehood I praise not Mary." 

13. Twenty-lour verses, beginning "-Cpnpc 60 beapaji becty gdoiy 



" Often is given a fond woman. 5 * 



u 
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14. Sixty verses, beginning " 6edo 63 rndc rodttflft 1of <f,* « A woman of 
two sons, the mother of Jesus. 

15. Forty-eight verses, beginning " CDaifc ro'ttrjacdil 1 pei/15 »be," " Good 
is my protection against the anger of God." 

The last eight poems ia the above list are in praise of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

Copies of alii these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre- 
tary. 

cciv. At this time also Kved John buidhb O'Daly, author of a poem 
in praise of Torlogh Luineach O'Neill, one hundred and seventy-six. 
verses, beginning " Cecfyd w /tSogjttiHSe j«ig Itta?^" « Chief of kings the 
king of Ulster." 

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary, 

cct. At the same time with the foregoing lived Owen O'Duffy, the 
friar, author of a poem, consisting of three hundred and ninety-six 
verses, oa Miler M'Graith, and some others of the clergy, renouncing the 
Catholic, and embracing the Protestant religion, in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. This poem, begins " leig bob cowjizuf 6*jtj," " Leave thy com- 
parison to us." 

Copies in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. and of the Assistant 
Secretary. 

ccvi. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers was Donald 
M'Daire M'Bruaideagha, or M'Brodjn, author of the two following 
poems: 

1. One hundred and sixty verses on James Earl of Desmond, begin- 
ning " Cm if fine cape tfjircjtfc pleity' « Which is the oldest charter of 
the country of Niall." 

2. Two hundred and forty-eight verses 00 Torlogh, son of Donogh 
O'Brien, beginning " Cjteto tk* cramawf a di/t pfiemgalt ?" « What is this 
dread that is an the foreigners ?" 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary* 
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ccvu. At this time lived a Donall M'Daire, who, it is probable, was 
the same as the last-mentioned writer. There are two poems ascribed to 
him, both possessing a good deal of merit. The first consists of one 
hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning " 21 wac gujt media z 1 djunn !" 
" Oh son ! that a reproach are thy arms !" addressed to some young 
man that he calls " son bf the Earl/ 9 but there is no clue to discover 
who he was. 
. Copy in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

The second poem consists of one hundred and sixteen verses, begin* 
™ n g " B** 11 1*« »*<w w6U6 be," « Pledge of reward the praise of God,* 
in praise of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1580. 

ccviu. Muircheartach O'Cionga flourished at this time* He was 
author of a poem on the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, and upon the 
benefits that man derives from his sufferings and death. The poem con- 
sists of one hundred and eighty-four verses, beginning " Ociftc coif 005*6 
cigettjtna," " A pleasant burden is the war of a Lord/ 1 

A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccix. At this time flourished Flakn, son of Owen M'Craith (Mar 
grath) a Munster poet, author of the following poems : 

1. One hundred and eighty-four verses on Thomas Butler, tenth Earl 
of Ormond, or, as the poet calls him, Earl of Gowran, who succeeded 
to that title when but a youth, in 1564, and died in 1614. This poem 
begins "Cotac me ay Ajefnge <a> Idjtld," " I know the standard of the Earl." 

2. One hundred and seventy-six verses on Death and Judgment, begin- 
ning " pt*6 roVdig nffcapaii ctfijtce," " Long my grave my charter land." 

Copies of these two poems in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

3. Eighty verses on the miserable state of Ireland, beginning " lorotf * 
edgntxc 0115 d/tni," " Many are the woes of Erin." 

Copy in collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 
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As D, 1583, 

ccx. On the 13th of March this year, died Fearghax ocl, son of 

Fearghal Mac an Bhaikd, author of an Elegy on Hugh, son of Hugh duff 

O'Donell, written during the life time of Hugh, two hundred and twenty 

verses, beginning " JMi zjaii dir/teactjf 6pjl CbowtjU," " No time x>f sorrow 

to the race of Couall." 
2. An Elegy on the death of Con, son of Calbhach, son of Hugh, son 

of Hugh duff O'Donell, three hundred and twenty verses, beginning 

* pill iatfaig rdrij a Cye," " Turn thy face from us, Oh Erin." 

Copies of these in the manuscript collections of Rev. Doctor O'Brien, 

and of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1584. 

ccx i. Rory, or Roderick, son of Aodh M'Craith, flourished at the 
time that Feagh M ( Hugh O'Byrne was elected chief of his tribe. Copies 
of two poems written by him have come down to our time, and are in the 
collection of the Assistant .Secretary. 

1. The Inauguration Ode of Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne, one hundred 
and twenty verses, beginning " pogjtd c/ttjrjigte tfjc bflu mbfiovij" " A warn- 
ing to assemble the race of Brann.** 

The Brann here mentioned, was Brann the black, King of Leinster, 
who died in the year 601, from whom the O'Brainns, or O'Byrnes derive 
their name and lineage. 

2, A poem on the family of O'Byrne, of Ranelagh, thirty-two verses, 
beginning "Ciorjdf <tcct <trj cfleaBfd rtfcoig," " How is this tribe within." 

Copies of these poems are in the possession of the family of O'Byrne, 
of Cabinteely ; of James Hardiman, Esq. a member of this Society ; and 
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxii. At this time also flourished Owen, son of Hugh O'Coffey, a 
poet of Leinster, and author of the following pieces: 



1 . A poem in praise of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, beginning " ptt>a ctjmrjigwtf/t c6ijt UitAi" " Long is remem- 
bered the justice of a child." 

2. A poem in praise of Bory O'More, chieftain of Leix. In the course 
of the poem the author mentions that twenty-five of the ancestors of hi* 
hero swayed the sceptre of Ireland, This poem consists of two hundred 
and four verses, beginning « (Ddiftrti zew 4 zzeaUb fctkoi&l" " Fire still 
exists on the hearths of the Gathelians." 

3. A poem in praise of Brian O'Conor, of O'Faly, beginning, " |!<nl- 
pE cofndf clu Idigetai," " It is Faly that upholds the fame of Leinster." 

Copies of these poems, in hand-writing nearly the same age as the 
original, are in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxm. At this time also flourished Mahon O'Higgix, a retainer of the 
O'Byrnes. He was author of the following pieces : 

1. A poem in praise of Leinster, and of Felim, son of Feagh M'Hugh 
O 'Byrne, one hundred and twenty verses, beginning " Cjted 6o iof 5 cogtftf 
uigetfD?" " What has impeded the war of Leinster?" 

2. A poem shewing that it is a profitable employment to constantly 
praise God, and pray for his blessings, one hundred and seventy-sue 
verses, beginning " flaomia tfn obaijt lorojuui be," " Praising of God is a 
holy work." This poem is, by some persons, ascribed to Mahon O'Hayne, 

Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxiv. At the same time with the four last-mentioned writers lived 
Donald M'Eochaidh (M'Keogh), a retainer of the House of O'Byrne, 
of Ranelagh, county of Wick low. He has left us a poem of forty-four 
verses on the return of Felim, son of Feagh M'Hugh O'Byrne, the chief 
of his tribe, from a journey he made to the north. It begins " t\fc jtei» 
ptitccf 1 tk pbeiliro," " Attend to my welcome, oh Felim.* 

Copies of this are in the Book of O'Byrne, in the library of James 
Hardiman, Esq. and in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cexv. At this period also lived Fergal, son of Lughaidii (Louis) 
M'Eochaidh, or M'Keogh, the author of a poem upon seven of the 
descendants of John O'Byrne, of Ranelagh. In these are included 
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Feagh BFffugh O'Byrne and his sons, and Cbnall and Cathaoir, bis 
brothers. The poem begins " CO&jif eifioji Uoc titigetff tftoio/' " Seven 
heroes that bound to battle." 

Copies in the same collections as those mentioned in the foregoing 
:flrticle. 

ccxvi. Cotempotary with these writers was Donald, son of Feargan- 
ainm M'Eochaioh, or M'Keogh. He was author of an address to 
Brian, son of Felim O'Byrne, upon his return from a voyage to England, 
fifty- six verses, beginning " £<hlce jtorocfc a Objuaii) i Objton)," " Welcome to 
thee, Brian O'Byrne." 

Copies as before. 

ccxvir. At this period also flourished JViall O'Rooney, who was also 
a retainer of the O'Byrne'sof Ranelagh, tbat so long contended against 
the English power. 

He was author af f the following pieces : 

1. A poem in praise of LeUister, and its leader Feagh M'Htagb, one 
hundred and eighty verses, beginning " C06p c&p folic *i/c cjtioi laigwn," 
u Great-dues of all belongs to Leinster." 

SL A poem on F6agh M'Hugh O'Byrne, one handled and twelve 
verses, beginning " COituJ cmific <c ccectfj pbwco," " It is time to go on 
Feagh's account. 9 ' 

Copies in the book of O'Byrne, in possession of the O'Byrnes of 
Cabinteely, in the library of James Hardiman, Esq. and with the Assist- 
ant Secretary* 

ccxvra. Angus, son of Dory O'Daly, lived at the same time with the 
above-mentioned writers. He was author of the following poems : 

1. In praise of the O'Byrnes of Ranelagh, sixty verses, beginning 
u bw I* a tdoc/ti;* gaouJil !" " God be with you, oh Irish heroes !" 

Copies as before. 

2. In praise of Felim, son of Fea«h M'Hugh O'Byrne, chief of the 
Gabhail Raghnaill, or O'Byrnes of Ranelagh, and of all the other septs 
of the O'Byrnes at 'the latter end of the sixteenth century. This poem 
consists of fifty-two verses, beginning " ftugaf dirjintyeacd dijt pbeiliro," 
il I gave false judgment on Felim." 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



CXlY 

ccxix. Donald Carrach M'Eochaidb (M'Keogh), also lived at 
this time. He was author of a composition, in verse and prose, in praise 
of the O* Byrnes of Ranelagh, particularly Felim, s6n of Feagh M'Hugh 
O'Byrne. It begins €€ 1oro6a ujtjtdim tug clom Ctxtaoiji," " Many honours 
belong to the descendants of Cathaoir." 

The Cathaoir here mentioned, was Cathaoir iti6r, monarch of Ireland 
in the second century, from whom the O'Byrnes are descended. 
Qpopiefr as before. 

ccxx. At thus time also lived M'Amhlaoidh or M'Awlby, chief of 
Duhallow, in the county of Corke. He was a religious man r and the 
reputed author of some prophecies, in Irish verse, said tQ refer to our 
times* copies of which are in the hands of almost every Irish reader. 

ccxxi. Deb hod O'Coffey, a poet of some distinction, also lived about 
this time. He was author of the following poems r 

1. One hundred and fifty verses on the death of Owen O'Coffey and 
his wife, beginning " Del »etl ojtcjui of \ai Uif wg," " Two clouds- of woe 
over Uisneach's land." 

2. One hundred and sixty verses on the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, beginning " Oi6» ctoirie <t rjece d T)<^idft/ , " The protection of the 
children is in the death of their father." 

3. One hundred and fifty-six verses on the same subject, beginning 
" pir a hctxia btf CigecCitm*," « The price of life is the death of a Lord." 

4. One hundred and forty-eight verses, on Christ's satisfaction, begin* 
ning "C0aip5 Hf <tt6*e avdfedti tyeiirro," a Alas, the pleading is against 
the Judge." 

5. One hundred and fifty-six verses on Christ's goodness to man, 
beginning " CDai^ rjac ttficig 50 tedg ptog," " ^^ ***at ' **ad IM>t re " 
course to the house of the king." 

6. One hundred and sixty verse* on the same subject? beginning 
i€ beacaijt ditfrjedf etfjtcd /tfog," " Powerful the argument the tributes of a 

king." 

Fine copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. 
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A. D. 1585. 

ccxxn. Nicholas Walsh, Bishop of Ossory, was killed on the 14th 
of December this year, by a person of the name of James Dullard, who 
had been cited by the bishop for adultery. This prelate, with the assist- 
ance of John Kearney, treasurer of Saint Patrick's, Dublin, and Doctor 
Nehemiah Donellan, afterwards Archbishop of Tuam, began to translate 
the New Testament into Irish, which was afterwards finished by Doctor 
William O'Donell, Archbishop of Tuam. 

ccxxiii. John Kearney, treasurer of Saint Patrick's, Dublin, was the 
cotemporary and intimate friend of Doctor Walsh, above mentioned. He 
Wrote and published a catechism in Irish, which was the first book ever 
printed in Irish types. He also, with the assistance of his friend Walsh, 
and Dr. Nehemiah Donellan, Archbishop of Tuara, began a translation 
of the New Testament into Irish. He died about the year 1600. 



A. D 1586. 

c ex xiv. About this time flourished Muircheartagh O'Coffey, author 
of the following poems : 

1. On the salvation of man by the merits of Christ, one hundred and 
forty verses, beginning " 611516 IKX15 leigedf d ctyaifc," " Perfection of 
physician is the cure of his friend." 

2. On the death of Gearoid,or Garrett, Lord of Delvin, one hundred 
and forty-eight verses, beginning " CQ&}p£ if 6aileam ton 615 fcjttfiy)," 
" Alas, that sorrow is attendant on the drink." 

3. On William Nugent, who possessed great power in Delvin, one 
hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning " bo gm clu die oiijjtea&NX," 
" Place of inheritance gives reputation." 

4. On Christopher Nugent, Baron of Delvin, one hundred and eighty- 
four verses, beginning " gedll jte YA&platz aiiw hapum," " The title of 
Baron is the promise of an Earldom." 

Fine copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. 
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A. D. 158T. 

ccxxv. At this time flourished Maolmuire, son of Conula Mc. an 
Bhaird (Ward). He was author of the following poems : 

1. An address to red Hugh, son of black Hugh O'Donell, chieftain of 
Tirconell, who, in the year 1587, before he had attained the sixteenth 
year of his age, was decoyed into the hands of the English, carried to 
Dublin, confined in a tower of the Castle, and treated with great cruelty. 
In this poem, which consists of one hundred and ninety-six verses, be- 
ginning " lomcrft c'dirijTY e a 2lo6 ftrtftf," " Support thy great afflictions, 
oh red Hugh/* the author encourages his youthful prince to bear up 
against the persecutions of his enemies, and advises him to place hit 
confidence in God, the defender of the just, and the chastise r of the 
wicked. 

2. A poem, beginning " Cpeab pudfittif o/taro a 3lo6," " What hast thou 
found on me, oh Hugh," sixty-eight verses. It appears by this poem 
that the author had fallen under the displeasure of Aodh roe, with whom, 
he remonstrates, asserts that he was always his faithful friend, even 
while he was in unjust captivity with the English, and accuses, Aodh of 
injustice in opposing his interests. 

3. A poem, beginning " 71 6t?» tif cttrt re denty," « O castle below, 
thou art solitary ," one hundred and thirty-four verses, upon the deserted 
state of the castle of Donegal, after its being dismantled by Aodh roe 
O'Donell, for fear it should fall into the hands of the English. 

Pine copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 



J^V< 1588. 

ccxxvi. Dubhthach (Duffy) O'DciGENAN, flourished at this time, as 
appears by the twenty-third rann (stanza) of his poem in praise of Aodh, 
or Hugh, son of Feardorcha O'Neill, two hundred and forty verses,, 



cxlviii 

\ beginning "Cunodro Cftoimc 60 cloi?} Js?e^ll, ,, t€ Let us make a chronicle for 
! the O'Neills. 9 ' In this poem the author enumerates twelve chiefs of the 
I O'Neills, who governed that tribe for a period of two hundred and six* 
1 teen years, from the time of Niall og, son of Niall mqr, to the third 
j year of Aodh, son of Feardorcha, which, according to this poem, was 
' A. D. 1588. 

A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

1 2. Three hundred and sixty-eight verses on the History of the O'Don- 

i nells, beginning " lemiM C/toync Clun '04ktt§" u £et us pursue the 

; Chronicle of Clunn Dalaigh." This poem gives a catalogue of twenty- 

; five kings, or princes, who governed Tircopell for four hundred and one 

. years, with the member of years that each prince hiled ; from the eighth 

\year of Hugh roe O'Donell, A. D. 1600, in which year the poem wap 

written, up to Eigneachan O'Donell, who becaipe qhief qf Cineal Conall, 

or Tirconnell, A. D. 1199. 

/ The O'Donells are called by the Irish Glann Dalaigh, and Muintir 

/ Dalaigh (Daly) from Dalach, their great ancestor, as they are called 

CDonell, from his grandson Donall mor. 

Copy of this poem is in the library of the Rev. Doctor O'Brien, Irish 
professor in the College of Maynpoth. 

ccxxvn. At this period lived Jolland O'JDon^ellan, a Tirone bard, 
author of a poem Qn the O'Neills, particularly John, son of Conn. 
This poem consists of one hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning 
" Cornice <tt<fm tk l&fiui" " A soul has come into Erin." 

Copy in O'Gara's collection, in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 



/ 



A. D. 1590. 

ccxxviii. At this time flourished Cuchonacht, son of Maoilseachlainn 
©'Daly. He was the friend and companion of Aodh roe O'Donell, to 
whom he addressed the poem, beginning "Ciorjuf 6o pjccpiSp 3lob?" 
" How could I leave Hugh ?" 

Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary. 
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ccxxix. At this tittie flourished Cormac O'Daly, a Manster poet, 
who was the author of an elegy on the death of Donogh McCarthy, one 
hundred and sixty verses, beginning " p<*6* cXf ofeftOf £5 boyjcd&x," €€ Long 
the death sickness of Donogh." 

Copy in possession of John M'Namara, Esq. 

ccxxx. Cotemporary with the above was Dermod Mac an Bhaird, 
(Ward) who wrote an elegy on the death of Alexander, son of Conor roe 
M'Donald, chief of the M'Donalds of Ireland, one hundred and eighty 
Verses, beginning " j>tff6* tXf ctxmce eldrj b6km\ll" " Henceforward 
mournful are the M'Donalds." 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. ieoo. 

ecxxxi. At the commencement of this century many fine poets flourished 
in Ireland, who found protection and patronage from the nobility of the 
country, as well amongst the descendants of the Anglo-Normans, as from 
the native Irish princes. Several of these poets, celebrated, in verse, the 
magnanimity and bounty of their respective patrons, or sung the valorous 
deeds, liberal actions, or pious lives of their ancestors. Some of them; 
not satisfied with exalting their heroes to the skies, drew comparisons be- 
tween them and their co temporaries, or between their respective ancestors* 
in which one party was degraded in proportion as the other was elevated* 
Amongst the most remarkable of this latter description of writers was 
Tadhg, (or Teige) son of Dairb MacBrody, generally known by the 
name of Teige M' Dairb. He was principal poet to Donogh O'Brien, 
fourth Earl of Thomond, and, as hfe chief, was much favoured by the 
English government; and the Meathian, Ultonian, and Conacian princes- 
were not so, but rather looked upon with a jealous eye ; he was deter- 
mined, so far as he could, to elevate the house of O'Brien above the " 
tribes descended from Niall of the nine hostages, such as the O'Neills* 
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(FDonells, &c«, Or from his brother Brian, such as the O'Conbrs, M'Der- 
raotts, O'Kellys, O'Rourkes, O'Reillys, &c. For this purpose he at- 
tacks the works of Torna Eigeas, a writer whdse poems we have already 
described under the year 405. This drew an answer from Lughaidh 
O'Clery, a northern bard, who defended the memory of Torna, and 
supported the honor of the Heremonians. Teige, shortly after, replied 
to Lughaidh, and this induced others of the Ultonian, and some of the 
Conaght poets, to take part in the contest, which was carried on with a 
good deal of heat on both sides* The poems written on this subject are 
generally collected together, and are called .the 1om<fftba6, or contention 
of the bards, in which a great quantity of the ancient history of Ireland 
is recited in elegant verse. Of the poets who took a part in the Iomar- 
badhy or contention, Teige Mac Daire, Ferfeasa O'Cainte, Torlogh 
O'Brien, and Art og O'Keeffe, were most remarkable on the side of 
heath Mkogha (Minister and Leinster) ; and Lughaidh O'Clery, Aodh 
O'Donell, Robert M' Arthur, Baoghalach (Boetius) roe M'Egan, Anluan 
M'Egan, M'Dermott of Moylurg, and John O'Clery, were the cham- 
pions who supported the honor, and contended for the precedence of 
Leath Chuion (Meath, Ulster, and Conaght). 
Of the writers of this century we shall begin our account with 

ccxxxn. Teige Mac Daire, who, as we have just now seen, began the 
contention of the bards, but whose poems were not entirely confined to 
historical subjects. The following pieces make the entire catalogue of his 
works that have come under our observation. 

1. A poem of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, upon the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning " beanatb go fibat a jffol 2lbaim," " Be 
joyful, Oh children of Adam.' 1 

2. A didactic poem, of two hundred and twenty verses, addressed to 
Donogh O'Brien, fourth earl of Thomond, upon his inauguration as chief 
of his tribe. It begins " C06fi 4zd aifi teagayg plaid," " Much depends 
upon the instruction of a prince." • 

In this poem the author lays down rules for the guidance of his prince 
in the important affair of the government of his people. The precepts 
here delivered are merely a versified abridgment of our monarch Cor- 
mac's instructions to his son Cairbre LitFeachar, written about the middle 
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of the third century of the Christian era, an account of which work we* 
have given under the year 250. This piece of Mac Dai re's has been 
published in the Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Dublin, accom- 
panied with a Latin and an English translation, by the late Theophilus 
O' Flanagan, Esq. 

3. A poem of twenty verses, addressed to the same prince as the 
foregoing poem, containing some further instructions for his general 
conduct. This poem begins " (Do teiijte fulirj br 9 z a bborjccuS," " My four 
stanzas to you, Oh Donogh." This also has been published, with an 
English translation, in the Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Dublin. 

4. A didactic poem of one hundred verses, beginning "Cdi/tgib mo 
fcdibna tk f fol mbjtidro," " Accept my warnings, Oh race of Brian/' ad-, 
vising the O'Briens to avoid war and the enmity of the bards. 

5. A poem of one hundred and forty verses, beginning " 2Uoif bio\a\m 
4t\ 6e4cmd6," " Now I pay the tithe," upon the death of seven males and 
three females of the house of O'Brien. 

6. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " Olc bo 
tagftrff a Choked,'' " 111 hast thou argued, Oh Torna." In this poem the 
author endeavours to shew that the Munster tribes have a right to pre- 
cedence before those of the other provinces ; as the former are descended 
from Heber, the eldest son of Milesius, and the latter are the progeny 
of Heremon and Ir, two of the younger sons of that Spanish chief. He 
attacks Torna Eigeas, a poet of the fifth century, who, as we have shewn 
under the year 405, was the preceptor of Niall, monarch of Ireland, and 
Core, king of Cashel ; and who, in his poem, beginning " bid cata i6i/t 
Co^c if ]Mi4ll," endeavours to reconcile these two heroes, who had quar- 
relled with each other, and shews that Niall had a right to respect and 
obedience from his opponent* 

In the ninth stanza of this poem Teige asserts that Hibernia, the Latin 
name of Ireland, is derived from Heber, the great ancestor of the Mo- 
monian tribes. This poem of Mac Daire's was the cause of the ionxfftbcu>, 
or contention of the bards, which was warmly carried on for some time, 
between the poets of Leath Chuinn and Leath Mhogha. 

7. A poem of six hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning €s Ciy6f i 
Zugaitf jte*' la&/«tt>," " Attend to my words, Oh Lughaidh," in reply to 
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Lughaidh O'Clery, who, in answer to Teige, bad written a defence of 
Torna Eigeas, and asserted the superiority of the house of O'Neill over 
that of the O'Briens. 

8. A poem of one hundred and twenty- four verses, beginning " 31 lupttti 
tcibjttfir) 50 y eim," " Oh Lughaidh, let us speak mildly," a further reply to 
Lughaidh O'Clery 's rejoinder to the foregoing poem. 

9. A poem of ninety-six verses, beginning « H " 6tyue labjaif dn trioi,'* 
" Oh man, who recitest the poem," in answer to Boetius roe Mac Egan's 
£oem, beginning " CP35 &$ peicearo pety g<toil.*" In this poem the author 
declares his name, and defies his adversary to do so. He still insists on 
the right of Munster to precedence before the other provinces, and insists 
on his former argument, that the name Hibernia is derived from Heber, 
the eldest son of Milesius, from whom the O'Briens and other Munster 
families are descended. 

10. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning " f*1i gudif learn c'ujtfcdjt <t 
2lo6," " Not dangerous to me are thy darts, Oh Aodh," in answer to a 
poem written by Aodh O' Done 11, in defence of the honor and precedence 
of Leith Chuinn* 

11. A further reply to Aodh O'Donell, six hundred and eighty-eight 
verses, beginning " Ni B/teir ojtro 60 bpexb a 51 06," " No decision to me isr 
thy judgment, oh Aodh." In some copies of the Iomarbadh this po£m 
is blended, by way of dialogue, with Aodh O'DonelFs poem, beginning 
" CPedf 6 bo tdgjuiif a Cbdtbg," so as to make the two poems appear but 
as one piece written by that author. In these copies M 'Daire's poem 
begins at the second rann, and that and all the other ranns belonging to 
him are marked with Ctl, the two first letters of his christian name. 

12. A poem of two hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning " go cceab 
dot gdijiro a b/tataift," in answer to the Rev. Robert M'Arthur, a Francis- 
can friar of the Irish convent of that order, in Louvain, who had Written 
in defence of Leath Chuinn, against M' Dai re. In this poem the author 
desires the author to attend to the duties of his order, and tells him it is 
unbecoming in a clergyman to meddle in other matters. 

13. A poem beginning €i f^h ceitiro jtm za^pa indole," " I fly not before 
a boasting argument," one hundred and sixty-eight verses, in reply to a 

* Sec page civ. 
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poem written by Baoghalach roe M'Egan, begianing " ptjftiti pem i<iSfl*f « 
4 Chtobg" " Wait for my argument, oh Teige." 

14. A poem of one hundred and eight verses, beginning " poijuti mo 
leifge a leic Cbtjij," a Await my indolence, oh Leath Chuinn." In this 
poem the author desires the poets of Leath Chuinn not to be impatient 
at his tardiness in replying to them. He says there is no indolence with- 
out cause, and his slowness in reply arises from the great activity of his 
mind. He tells them they have provoked his satire, but he is unwilling 
to satirize. 

Copies of the above poems of M 4 Dai re are in the collection of the 
Assistant Secretary. 

1$. A ppepi of two hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " eaf-cccXjt 
gaoibjl erg doit) fi/s" " The Call of the Irish is the death of one man," 
on the death of Donogh, fourth Earl of Thomond, who died in the year 
1624. 

16. A poem of sixty verses, beginning " JVi Cftrtt 606 6ol a bia^mr^,^ 
u Untimely thy departure, oh Dermod," addressed to Dermod, son of 
Morogh O'Brien, dissuading him from leaving his people. 

17. A poem of thirty-six verses, beginning " ftogdgac bedid bc\i bote," 
" The choice of lives is to be poor/' on adopting a life of poverty. 

18. A poem of one hundred and twelve verses, beginning " 2lf cjtdig 
crgam d tfiot Mom," " Come to me, oh holy Cross." An address to the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Copies of the four last-mentioned poems are in the library of John 
M'Namara, Esq. 

ccxxxiu. Lughaidh O'Clery, the chief bard of Tirconnel, was the 
great opponent of the last-mentioned writer, and the most powerful 
advocate of all the bards of Leath Chuinn, for the honour and prece- 
dence of the descendants of Niall of the nine hostages, as well as the first 
to write in defence of Torna Eigeas. He was author of the following 
pieces : 

1. A poem of three hundred and forty verses, beginning " 31 CJbtffe'g 
na rdiaoiji Zopnd? " Oh Teige revile not Torna," in answer to Teige 
M'Daire's poem, beginning " Olc bo idgjttuf tk Cbojuw," in which Teige 
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had attacked Torna Eigeas, the poet of Niall the Great, and endeavoured 
to show that the Momonian tribes were superior to the descendants of 
Heremon and Ir. 

2. A poem of nine hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning « tX> 
cr*U djt cdgjtaif * Ctti6j;," " I heard all you have pleaded, oh Teige." 
In this poem the author brings many authorities from history, and from 
Irish proverbs, to prove that the Heremonian tribes were always considered 
superior to the Heberians. He insists 'that the name Hibernia, which 
Teige asserted was derived from Heber, is of no weight, as it is not the 
language of Ireland. 

3. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning " ^<* bjtoyb roetye a ke\C 
tortfc," " Provoke me not, oh son of Daire." In this poem the author 
says there are many better poets than himself in the country in which he 
resides, but as they are silent, he finds it necessary to take up the subject 
in debate. He declares his respect for the tribe of Cas, but truth and 
the honour of the Heremonians compel him to defend Torna Eigeas 
against the attacks of his adversary. 

4. A poem of one hundred and twenty verses, beginning " ?U cct^ne 
roe a meic ttatpe," " Do you hear me, oh son of Daire." In this the same 
subject is continued as in the foregoing poems. The author takes a review 
of the contest, and calls upon Teige to desist from a strife so unavailing 
to himself and those he endeavours to elevate above their usual rank. 

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxxxiv. Rev. Robert M< Arthur, D. D. a Franciscan friar of the Irish 
convent of that order in Louvain, took a part in the contention of the 
bards, on the side of Leath Chuinn. He was author of two poems, 
which he wrote while at Louvain, in defence of Torna Eigeas, and the 
rights of the Heremonians against Teige M'Daire. 

1. A poem of one hiindred and forty verses, beginning " COedfd 4 
CINI165 6o Cbag/ictif pew," " Worse, oh Teige, thyself hast argued." 

2. A poem of seven hundred and eighty- four verses, beginning " JJe 
jrdoil zu Cbaitfg »dc fcedjiiKt," Though you think, oh Teige, it will 
not do." In this poem the author defends himself against the illiberal 
reflections of his opponet, contained in his poem, beginning " go ccea6 
6<rc 5£n> d bj<at<| ; and enters into many particulars of ancient Irish his- 



tory, from which he deduces arguments to prove the princes of 
Chuinn should be, and in fact were, supetior to the chiefs of Leatb 
Mhogha. 

Teige, in his abuse of the poet Toraa Eigoas, asserted that he was not 
worthy of credit, or fit to be quoted, on account of his being a Pagan. 
He is contradicted by the reverend author, who enters into a panegyric 
en Torna, and insists he was a good Christian j in proof of which he 
adduces his poems. Sec the account of Torna Eigeas, under the year 
405. 

Copies of these poems, written by John M'Solly in the year 1713, are 
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. • '^ 

ccxxxv. Baoghalach (Boetius) roe Mac Eg an, took a pari in t^£ 
contest of the bards. He was author of two poems in defence of Leath 
Chuinn against the attacks of Teige M' Dai re. 

1. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning " C0£g 6$ pciiedm pedjt gaoil," 
" Woe to him who is obliged to defend a relation." In this short poem 
the author takes a view of the contest between Teige M'Daire and 
Lughaidh (Loo-ee) Q'Clery. He accuses M'Daire of partiality to his 
relations, the people of Munster, and asserts, that " to slander the 
descendants of Conn of the hundred battles, the people of Meath, 
Ulster, and Conaght, he formed a fabulous history in bald verses, without 
permanence in foundation, and not found in poems nor in books." 



« bo ioibem ttofi tldifaib Ctjif. 
bo con) f e a» f eaubrf pabtjll, 
Ql mbrdrn mdoil pui brume jie brij 
fiac praift a l*oi do 4 ledbg." 



On the other hand, he asserts that O'Clery's reply to the calumnies 
of Teige was " written in the schools, and polished with learning and 



science." 



It may not be improper to remark that this author was of a Momonian 
tribe. 

2. A poem of one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning " pftq£ 
fiem ttf£ft6fa a Ch*u>5," " Wait for my argument, oh Teige." This poem 

y 



was written in reply to the poem of Teige M'Daire, beginning " 71 tftjne 
Ubpuf <w laoi " (See No. 9, page 142.) The author desires M'Daire to 
defend his claims for the honor of Leath Mogha, by authority, if he can 
produce any. He denies that the repetition of Teige's assertions has 
any weight, and insists that one falsehood hi not made more true by the 
telling of a second. 

These poems are beautiful compositions, and contain many useful 
maxims. 

Fine copies are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxxxvi. Anluain M'Egan also took a, part in the contention of the 
bards, and made use of his pen in defeuce of Leath Chilian. He was 
author of the following pieces : 

1. A poem of fifty-two verses* beginning " fldc ixc d* ob£fi & tau>£," 
" Is not this strange work for Teige." In this poem the author treats 
M'Daire with no great degree of respect. He says he should not eon* 
tend with M'Egan, an acknowledged antiquary and scholar. 

2. A poem, beginning " 6/teagac pn a bean," " That is false, Oh woman," 
addressed to a female, advising her to avoid vanity and falsehood. 

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxxkvii. John O'Clbry, a northern poet, took apart in the conten- 
tion of the bards. To him we are indebted for the following pieces : 

]. A poem of two hundred and seventy-six verses, beginning " dfftig 
* * } EP bar)b<x" " Attend, Oh ye learned of Ireland. 9 ' In this poem the 
author calls on the poets of Leath Chuinn and Leath Mbogha to desist 
from their disputes, to put an end to their panegyrics on the descendants 
of Heber and Heremon, and to do justice to the progeny of their brother 
It, to whose magnanimity the bards were indebted tisr the protection 
given them in Ulster, wfaeti they were expelled from all the other pro* 
vinees in Ireland, in the time of Conor Mac Nessa, who, he asserts, mm 
the first Irish Christian. He gives a particular instant* of the bounty of 
Conor on this occasion, in his endowment of the poet Athairne of Binn 
Eadtfir, wttfc* large portion «/ land, and bestowing on him one hundred 
mbA fifty milch cows, with their profits and increase. He shows that 4p 
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the race of Ir our country was indebted for its great law-giver Ollamh- 
fodhla, (the learned doctor) and for a long train of heroes, poets, and 
philosophers that grace the pages of Irish history; such as Fergus, son of 
Boy, Cormac Conluingios, Conor Mac Nessa, Conall Cearnach, Cuchul- 
Ian Cumusgrach, Loingseaoh, I rial 1, Fionntan, Diothorba, Roesa, Con- 
ghall, Cathbhaith, Conlaoch, Naise, Ainle and Arden, &c. He says, if 
the stars of heaven, the white sands of the sea, the blades of grass of the 
field, and the leaves of the forest +>e numbered, they will be nearly 
equalled by the numbers of the estimable progeny of Ir. He shows that 
twenty-five of the most potent of the Irish monarchs were *>f -this family , . 
and that in possession of seven of those princes the soeptre of Ireland 
remained for a great number of years, without the intervention of a 
prince of any other line ; and that of this tribe also was the only female 
that ever held the reins of government ip this country, Macha Mong- 
ruadh, the foundress of Emania ; in after ages commemorated by a town 
built nearly on the same scite, and called after her Ard Macha, or, as it 
is called at this time, Ardmagh. 

In this piece there are preserved a v#st quantity of Irish history, and 
beautiful flights of poetry*. 

2. A poem of twenty verses, beginning " Ck* yo tatt/iftdf <}. 6^elpo^' , 
" Who is this that lops the JJreifne," Jp praise ,of the families of 
O'Jfcourke and O'Reilly. 

Fine copies of these poem* are in. the possession . of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 

ccxxxyiu. Mac Dermod, of Moylurg, wrote a few verses on the sub- 
ject in debate between the bards. These verses claim no attention. 

ccxxxix. Mac Con 0*Clbry, a northern -poet, flourished at this pe- 
riod. .He was author of the following poems : : 

1. In praise of the O'Neills, beginning " SeatS Gi|tioirtfig <ncroe f»lcitl," 
" The possession of Erin belongs to Niall's race," two hundred and 
thirty-six verses. This poem was written ,in the time of Torlogh Lui- 
neach O'Neill, and gives an account of several illustrious characters of 
the O'Neills' progenitors, who swayed the sceptre of Ireland, or were 
provincial chiefs after the destruction of the monarchy. Accounts of 
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several battles fought and other great actions performed by these heroes 
are detailed in the course of this poem. By the last rann but two, the 
poet shows that there were thirty-five generations from Torlogh Lui- 
neach, sou of Niall Couallach O'Neill, up to Niall of the Nine Hostages, 
their great ancestors, from whom the tribe are named. 

A valuable and beautiful copy of this poem is in the library of John, 
Mac Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. 

2. A poem of thirty -six verses, beginning " 3 bear) »d luftgtfi) Itjme,' 1 
" Oh woman of the naked legs." 

This small piece has nothing to recommend it. 

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxl. O'Clery, the. chief of hi* tribe, who flourished at this period,, 
wrote a poem, consisting of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, in praise 
of Saint Francis, founder of the religious order of Franciscans. The 
poem begins " bo fcaiiprj ccfjtd cjttfra." 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxli. Giolla-Iosa O'Daly flourished at this time. He was author 
of a poem, consisting of one hundred and forty-eight verses, in praise 
of Felim and Redmond, two sons of Fiach M'Hugh O'Byrne, chief of 
all the septs of O'Byrne, in the time of Queen Elizabeth. 

In this poem, which begins " pjtearod an cogaib cpioc Idigean," " The 
root of the war is Leinster," the writer introduces some historical notices 
of transactions in the province of Leinster, in which the O' Byrnes were 
principal actors. He also describes Glen Molaur, and the castle of 
Feagh, son of Hugh O'Byrne, who so terribly annoyed the English in 
the latter end of the sixteenth century. 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxlii. At this time also lived Muireadhach O'Dalv. He was 
author of a poem of three hundred and ninety- six verses, on the noble 
family of Fitzgerald, beginning " Cinpqgcap lioro lo^ t)d fpeap" " The 
race of men shall be sung by me." In this poem the author gives a. 
particular account of the chief families that sprung from Maurice Fitz- 
gerald, who accompanied Strongbow in his expedition to Ireland, on the 
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invitation of Dcrmod Mac Morougb, king of Leinster, in the year 1168.. 
Of the principal branches of this noble stock are the princely House of 
Leinster, the White Knight, the Knight of Glenn, the Knight of Kerry, 
the Fitz-Gibbons, &c. &c. &c. The minor branches. of these respective 
houses are also mentioned, and the names of their ancestors, in whom 
each tribe branched off from the main stock, are given j- with some account 
of the principal actions of their lives, the castles they built, and the 
religious houses they founded* 
Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxLirr. Maurice O'Maolconafre flourished at this time. He was au- 
thor of a poem, consisting of twenty-eight verses, in praise of Owen 
O'HaUoran, a harper. It begins « Opperf 65 <nj)o) eogrtro," " Orpheus, 
junior, is the name of Owen." 

Copy with Assistant Secretary. 

ccxliv. Cu-Ulaidh Mac-an-Bhaird (Ward), flourished at this period. 
He was a retainer of the family of O'Donell, chiefs of Tirconnell, and 
wrote an elegy on the death of Graine, the sister of Aodh roe O'Donell, 
and wife of Art og, son of Torlogh Luineach O'Neill, two hundred 
verses, beginning " ptjgeall po/uni;* p^l bdlaxgf " Remnant of the envy 
oil noble Daly's blood." This much admired young lady died of the 
measles at Beal-atha-Seanaigh (Ballyshannon) shortly after the celebra- 
tion of her marriage. 

■ Copy in the collections of ihe Rev. Doctor O'Brien, and of the Assist- 
ant Secretary. 

gcxlv. FsAHGAii og Mac an Bhaird lived at this time, and to him 
we are indebted for the following poems : 

1 . A poem in praise of the Magennis's, Lords of Ibh-Eathach (Iveagh)* 
This poem consists of three hundred verses, beginning " tubgojtc pnjeamntf 
pt;l V," « A garden of vines, the race of Ir." 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

2, On the people of Scotland renouncing the religion of their fore- 
fathers, and denying the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharist 
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This poem consists of one -hundred and four verses, beginning 
" bupf d!) ro'edotyd 50 b^Ubtjfl," " Sorrowful my journey to Alban (Scot- 
land.) 

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

3. A poem of one hundred and four verses, beginning " becfiuptti 
ffutji urtro 50 h'Gipw," " West from me blessings to Ireland," written whilst 
the author was in Scotland. The Octrijugttti, or Benediction, is several 
times repeated, and addressed to different parts and persons in Ireland, 
particularly to Magennis, Lord of Iveagh. 

4. A poem of two hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " CD6jt 60 
ibtU tfoi&nMf eijtetind," " Much has the pleasure of Ireland destroyed;" 
shewing that the pleasures of Ireland had invited invaders from different 
region of the >eferth, and that the Nemetfaiaus, the Tuatha-de-danans, 
&c. had fallen on her fields; and that the Milesians had estafclished4hem-» 

Selves. The writer asserts that ancient prophecies will be fulfilled, and 
that OTfoill will be the Moses that shall deliver the Irish Israelites from 
thfe bandage of Pharaoh and *he<Bgyptfen host that oppressed and de- 
ittiroyed them. 

5. A poem <tf one hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning " Qdyt fhoto 
Zfiwp xrc&b gdwSrt," " Of 1fce race erf three, the Gatheliam ape/' <m 
the tribe of O'F&rrel, descended from hyson of Milesius, wfeoae progeny 
the author asserts was superior to these of either of his brothers, Here- 
mon atrtl Heber. 

6. On the descendants of Niall of the Nine Hostages, one hundred 
and ninety-two vwses, beginning " COtft *o ft^fcogioi .fA Jsteitt," +< Well 
situated are the offspring of Niall.' 9 

This poem was written in the time that Torlogh Luineach O'Neill 
was chief of that tribe. The aathor asserts that Core of Cashel sub- 
mitted to Niall, and that from that time all parts of Ireland paid obe- 
dience to his race. 

7. Onthedeathef Edmond, son of Maolmuire Mc. Sutbhtie, cfhief of 
the M'Sweeny's of West Munster, a respectable branch from the great 
stock of the M'Sweenys of Derry and Donegal. The poem consists of 
one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning ■«« Cttf tttey grji tncig 
earooTj," " Who says that Edmond is gone." 
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Copies of the five last-mentioned numbers are in the beautiful and 
valuable book of O'Gara, in the library of John M'Namara, of Sandy- 
mount, Esq, 

&. A poem, beginning " CDgg urn t>i*i£ caxnglaif crnijri," " After me, 
woe to him who contracts friendship." 

9. A poem on the accession of James I. to the Crowns of England, 
Ireland and Scotland, one hundred and twelve verses, beginning " Cjti 
cosine 4 ccdipc Stmaif" " Three Crowns in the Charter of James." 

Copies of the two last-mentioned poems are in the collection of the 
Assistant Secretary. 

10. On the death of Aodh, or Hugh, roe O'Donell, who died in Spain, 
on the 10th of September, 1902, two hundred and seventy-six verses, 
beginning « Zeaf 64 Ci|te yty C«f Win," " Erin died in Sptin," 

Copy in the library of Rev. Doctor O'Brien, 

ccxlvi. Eoohan roe Mac an Bpaird (Bed Owen Ward), flourished 
at this time. He was author of the following poems : 

1. An address to Aodh roe O'Donell, upon his voyage to Spain, after 
the defeat of the Irish at Kinsale, in the year 1602. This poem consist* 
of one hundred verses, beginning " ftob foi/teiti ^etxcbjai a 2lo6 firditi/* 
* € Prosperous was thy voyage, Oh red Hugh." 

2. A poem of ninety-two verses, beginning " bind dn zup&f cfualtcdji 
fori" " Bold the journey that has been undertaken here," on Roderick, 
son of Aodh, son of Manus O'Donell's going to Dublin, and entrusting 
himself in the hands of the English, after the death of his brother, red 
Hugh, chief of Tirconnel, who died in Spain. 

8. An elegy on the death of Aodh roe, or red Hugh O'DeneH, prince 
of Tirconnel, one hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning " 21 |e** fWtfi 
F*Al <ty 4* pped/tr," " Oh woman that found society in the grave." In 
this poem the author recites the noble actions of his hero, and shows 
that his death is cause of grief to Erin, " from sea to sea." 

4. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning * Cm pt fcpdftce pP| $i/w," 
" Who does the host of Erne welcome," upon Aodh roe, or red Hugh 
O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, to whom the Irish of the North looked np as 
a leader against the English, after the death of red Htigh O'Donell, in 
the year 1602. The author says, this chief was foretold by Saint Columb 
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Kill, and by Saint Adamnan, or Adamnanus ; no wonder, therefore, that 
he should be welcomed by the Irish as the worthy successor of the heroic 
! red Hugh O'Donell. 

5. Eulogium on Rory, son of Rory, son of Maolmordha M'Sweeny, 
one hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning " Oo5j an pic f iol StjSne," 
" The prop of the poet, the race of Suibhne." 

Copies of these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

6. Address to Niall garbh, son of Conn, son of Calbhach O'Donell, 
confined by King James in the Tower of London, ninety- two verses, 
beginning " 31 Bjtdige dc* tf zzop. lonbon" " Oh captive that art in Lon- 
don's Tower* 

7* On the imprisonment of the O'Doneli's, Neachtan and Aodh, by 
the English, ninety-two verses, beginning " CDdi^g ! ay bjtaige tfjt mtfepcuti 
tDu^BaiS, " Alas! captive are the sons of sorrow." 

8. Elegy on the death of Rory O'Donell, first Earl of Tirconell, who 
died in Rome, on the 8th of July, 1608. This poem begins " COart 
cm fca\a6 pu£ eijte," " Erin found good for a time." 

9. On Hugh, son of Rory O'Donell, second Earl of Tirconell, two 
hundred and eight verses, beginning " poguf pvpcdcu bon tijt cutfib," 
" Near is comfort to the north country." 

Copies of the four last-mentioned poems are in the library of the Rev. 
Doctor O'Brien. 

ccxlvii. At this time flourished Dbrmod og O'Maolconaire, of whose 
writings the following have come to our hands : 

1. A poem of fifty-two verses, in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
beginning " Cry fidid jiogd beilBe." 

2. A poem of eighty verses, on the same subject as the foregoing, 
beginning " 1o»>6<* <xi»ro mart dijt CDtjfte," " Many glorious names belong 
to Mary." 

3. A poem of fifty-two verses, on the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and his apparition to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Copies of these poems, in the hand-writing of the late Most Reverend 
Doctor John Carpenter, R. Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, are in the 
collection of the Assistant Secretary. 
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ccxifViii. P9NOGH OFialan (O'Phelan) a poet of Leinster, was cotem- 
porary with the foregoing authors. He wrote a farewell address to the 
O'Byrnes of Bally-na-corr, beginning u Ocanocx tXig baile »a cofi^" 
" Farewell to Bally-na-corr." 

C9py in possession of the Aspi$ta^ Secretary. 

ccxlix. At this period also flourished S. Mac Colgan, a follower of 
the house of O'Neill, who wrQte a poem on the journey of Art, son of 
Torlogh O'Neill, to London, one hundred and twenty verses, beginning 
u Rob fop4\6 <Ln fetkbfa foifi," "Happy is this eastern road." 

This poem is sometimes ascribed to Owen roe, son of William Mac-an- 
Bhaird. 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary, who procured it from his 
old and very sincere friend, the late Reverend Father Paul O'Brien, Irish 
Professor in the College of Saint Patrick, Maynooth, and one of the 
Acting Committee of this Society, whose justly lamented death was an* 
nounced to the author whilst writing the above account, on Saturday, 
20th May, 1820. 

cct. At this time alsp fiftirished J£ ahqn O'Hiffe^nan, author of 
a small poem, consisting of ojjkhy forty-eight verses, beginning " 21 1910 ! 
W meabfiati *VBf } " "Qh wj*! cpmnaemorate not the levnpd." In this 
poem the writer advises his son not to praise the sages pf b>3 cpu^ntry, nor 
the descendants of Milesius, the ancient possessors of the spil. He tells 
him, if he must praise any ope, it wouhj be most bis advantage to praise 
the English. 

Copy in collection of John M'Namara, Esq. 

ccli. Brian, son of Angus Mac Coinmhidhe, the chief Ollamh or 
Professor of O'Neill in Poetry, lived at this time. He is mentioned 
with great respect by Teige dall O'Higgin, in his poem, beginning 
u Caiing oibce 50 bedf cdoile." 

We are unable to say where any of this poet's compositions are now to 
be found. 

cclii. Dermod O'Brian, author of a small poem on the river 
Shanon, flourished at this time. This little piece consist? of twenty- 
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eight verses, beginning " 21 SbiontJinfc Ojiitfu) Oo/ioime," " Oh Shanon of 
Brian Boroimhe." 

Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary. 

ccliii. Donald, son of Thomas O'Higgin, was living in the year 1600^ 
as appears by the poems of Pergal Mac an Bhaird. He wrote a poem, 
consisting of one hundred and sixty-four verses, on the election of 
Torlogh Luineach O'Neill, as chief of his tribe, A. D. 1567* This poem, 
begins " bo tog Cijte pecift pcti/te," " Erin has chosen a guardian," 

Copy in O'Gara's collection in the library of John N'Namara, Esq* 



A. D. 1602. 

ccliv. Maoilin og Mac Bruody, or Brodin, who, according to the 
Four Masters, was " the best poet and historian that was in Ireland in 
his time," died this year. He was the son of Conor, son of Dermod, son 
of John M'Broden, and succeeded to the office of 4 Chief Poet to the 
tribes of Ibh Breacain and Ibh Fearmaie (the O'Gormans and O'Gradys} 
upon the death of his brother Dermod in the year 156% He was author 
of the following poems : 

1. Upon the O'Gormans, two hundred and seventy-six verses, begin- 
ning " beojiWi forjd fhobz Catdoi/t," " Strangers here are Cathaoir'* 
race." 

• This poem was written upon the election of Donald O "Gorman, a» 
chief of his tribe. It traces the pedigree of the O'Gormans up to 
Cathaoir the Great, Monarch of Ireland, A. D. 174, and shows that from 
the same noble stock have sprung the OThelaus, or O'Whelans, O'Dunns, 
O'Dempsys, Clan Colgans, &c. &c* From Cathaoir the pedigree is 
traced up to Hugony the Great; and it is mentioned, that from Conn of 
the hundred battles, the twentieth in descent from Hugony, are sprung 
the. clann Colla ; the clan Colman, kings of Meath ; the O'Neills ; the 
O'Conors of Conaught ; the O'Rourkes 5 the O'Reillys ; the O'Mealys,. 
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&c. &c. &i\ From Ilugony the pedigree is carried up to Ileremon, son 
of Milesius, who landed first in Ireland, A. M. 2935. 

2. A poem of four hundred and four verses, beginning " Cr^pob 
crroduj dj\ c\oi) Mil," " I will lay an obligation on the clann of Tail." 

In this poem the pedigree of the O'Briens, from Conor, brother of 
Morogh first earl of Thomond, is traced up to Heber, the son of Milesius, 
and various other branches of the principal stock are noticed ; amongst 
which the author counts the Plunketts, Powers, and Eustaces. He shows 
that forty-six of the ancestors of the O'Brien family were monarchsof 
Ireland since the introduction of Christianity. 

3. A poem of two hundred and seventy-six verses, beginning " Cug 
bak c'aipe hf e m laoi6," " Give attention to me, Ennis of the poems." 

This poem gives the number of years that elapsed, and the names of 
the princes of the House of O'Brien, that governed Thomond, from 
Cairbre O'Brien to the year 1588, when Donogh, fourth Earl of* Tho- 
mond, was head of the O'Brien race, and at which period the poem was 
written. It also gives the names of nine princes of this family, who were 
kings of Cashel after the death of Brian Boroimhe, their illustrious an- 
cestor. 

Copies of the above three poems are in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. 

4. A poem, beginning " gdfcjuxro <in craijtcf i ttifi clonj Cail," " Let us 
make this visit to the clann of Tail." Another poem on the O'Briens; 
M'Namaras, &c. 

5. A poem, beginning " 2lifci» njife a OObeg Cottain/' "'Know me, Oh 
Mac Coghlan," on the family of the Mac Coghlans, princes of Dealbhna 
Eathra, a district of the ancient kingdom of Meath, now the barony of 
Garrycastle, in the King's County, 

6. A poem, beginning " O cectr/td/t sludif ?o6 5 ( * 0, t> , V , " From four 
proceed the Gathelians*" 

These three last-mentioned poems are said, by the Four Masters, to. 
be the productions of Maoilin og, but we know not where copies are now 
to be found. 

The two following poems are ascribed to Maoilin, but the Four 
Masters, who were his cotemporaries, and who gave an account of the 
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above six poems, not having mentioned these, we may conclude he was 
not the author of them. 

7. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " urn 
bed/ig efjtiorj rfi eab&c" " Bloody hand of Ireland, the race of Eochatdh," 
on Art, son of Aodh Magennis, whose birth, the poet says, was foretold 
by St. Bearcan. 

8. A poem of one hundred and seventy-six verses, beginning u GSift 
ffl le fe&ftkm gdotfil," " It is right to expect the establishment of the 
Irish," on John O'Doneii. 

Copies in possession of John Mac Namara, Esq. 

cclv. At this time also flourished Brian, sen of Owen tnhaoil (bald), 
O'Donallan. He is mentioned by Tadbg dall O'Higgin in his poem on 
the death of Maolmordha M'Sweeny, ,as his cotemporary and friend. 
He was author of the two poems following : 

1. An address to Rickard og de Burk, upon his being elected Mac 
William, two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning " Cai/ie pioc a 
TJiocaijtfc 615," " Watchfulness be thine, Oh young Rickard." 

2. A poem addressed to Celia, the widow of Mac William, desiring her 
to cease from lamentation after the death of her husband, one hundred 
And eighty verses, beginning €€ le*s iopz 60 vqjip a Stole," "Throw, by 
jour grief, Oh Celia? > 

Copies of these poems are in the library of Jt^hn M'Namara, Esq. 

cclvi. At this tittie "flourished Owen, son of 3)onogii O'Daly, Author 
Of a poem of one hundred and eighty verses, beginning " do i^z d doc 
cfl b'e^Tj/' "The protecting rock *>f Erin has fallen" on Dermod 
O'Sullivan's going to Spain after the defeat of the Irish and Spaniards at 



Copies in the collection of John M'Namara, Esq. abd the Assistant 
Secretary. 

ccltji. Teige, son of Dermod og O'Daly, also lived at this time ; he 
was author of an elegy on the death of Owen O'Sullivan. This poem 
consists of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " Uaij^eac <* 
£eifitety biitybdoi," " It is said that Dunboy is solitary." 
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Copies in the collections of John M'Namara, Esq. and the Assistant 
Secretary. 

cclviii. Angus Mac Marcos was extemporary with the four last- 
mentioned writers; he was author of a poem on Aodh, or Hugh roe 
O'Doneirs voyage to Spain after his defeat at Kinaale, forty-eight verses, 
beginning " Qtnocc df rArgnedc eifte/ " To-night is Erin desolate." 

Copy in collection of Assistant Secretary* 

cclix. At the same time with the foregoing, lived John ooe O'Daly, 
author of a poem in praise of Dermod McCarthy, prints of Desmond, 
seventy-six verses, beginning " 2luoif 60 Cftfocftf$gt> csd/tcuill m C;u&icg»" 
" Now is the circle of valour finished." 

Copy in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 



A. D> *605. 

«clx. Conor Roe Mac an Bhamd (Ward),* northern poet, flourished 
at this time. He has left us a poem of two hundred verses, on the death 
of Aodh O'Donell, beginning u Goifdf cicc Cijie 5cm Qloo," " How 
comes Erin without Aodh." 

Copy in the MS. collection of tte Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1607. 

cci,xi. Jn this year Aodh O'Donell wrote a poem of four hundred and 
thirty-six verses, in defence of Leath Chuinn against the attacks of 
Teige M'Daire. He enumerates a great catalogue of heroes descended 
from the loins of Heremon, and defies his opponent to produce a list of 
Heberians equally respectable. The poem begins " COerff 4 60 idgftdif a 
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Chditig," " Worse hast thou argued, oh Teige.° In the last rann but two 
of this poem, it is said " In the year of Christ one thousand six hun- 
dred and seven, the race of Conn were driven beyond sea, and their 
country taken from them." It was, therefore, some time in this year 

that the poem was written. 

In some copies of the Iomarbadh, this poem, and Teige M'Daire'a 
poem, beginning " |Mi bficxb ojidm 60 fcjieifc n Tloti," are blended together, by 
way of dialogue, so as to make the two poems appear but as one piece 
written by the same author. 

cclxik At this time flourished Art og O'Keeffe, who took a part in 
the contention of the bards, on the side of Leath Mhogha. He was 
author of the poem beginning " 31 pi/t idgjtaif an came fcdot," " Oh 
man, that urgest silly talk," sixty-eight verses, against M'Dermott and 
Aodh O'Donell, who had written on the side of Leath Chuinn. 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccLxiii. At this time also lived Tor log h O'Brien, of Cahirmannan, 
who wrote an answer to Aodh O'Donell, on his poem above mentioned. 
O'Brien's poem consists of thirty-two verses, beginning " ?l 2lo6 615 m 
1Mb Irdifc," " Oh young Hugh, of swift steeds." 

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1608. 

cclxiv. At this time flourished Giolla Brighid, alias Bonaventcre, 
O'Heoghusa, a Franciscan friar of the College of Saint Anthony of 
Padua, in Louvain* He was author of the following pieces : 

1. A Catechism, in prose, first printed at Louvain, A. D. 1608, and 
reprinted at Antwerp, in A. D. 1011. 

2. A Catechism, or Abridgment of Christian Doctrine, in two hun- 
dred and forty verses, beginning " 3lc3i6 c/ti boijtf e tfijt zeac nt)e," 



" There are three doors to the House of God." This abridgment w&* 
reprinted at the end of Donlevy's Irish Catechism, in Paris, A. D. 1642. 

3. A poem of thirty-two verses, prefixed to the Catechism, and ad- 
dress to the reader. It begins " ?l p/i led^ta <xrj leaBjtdir) bijj," " Oh 
man, read of the little book." 

4. A poem of three hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning, " C/tuatf 
lioro <t £orop<fi» 6o £ojt," " Sorrowful to me thy condition, oh my com- 
panion/' addressed to a friend upon deserting the religion of his ances- 
tors. 

5. A poem on the vanity of the world, sixty-eight verses, beginning 
" Cjtrdj; coji cloiije 2l6dirn," " Miserable the state of the sons of Adam." 
This is a translation from a Latiu work of Saint Bernard's. 

6. A poem of eighty-four verses, beginning " gab toiftedcdf raim," 
" Accept my repentance." In this poem the author confesses his of- 
fences against his God, declares his penitence, and begs forgiveness. 
Written upon occasion of his renouncing the world, and entering on a 
life of poverty and mortification, in the order of Saint Francis. 

7. A consolatory poem, addressed to Jane, wife of Richard Nugent, 
in the death of her husband, sixty-four verses, beginning u t)eacaijt fuari 
6ift cue a 6 cccCfict6, n " It is hard to rest over the wounds of friends." 

8. Reflections on the author's leaving Ireland, and on the death of 
his dear friend Aodh, or Hugh Maguire, sixty-eight verses, beginning 
4§ Cfirdg du tamdjtcf a a eifte," " Sorrowful is this vision, oh Erin." 

9. A vision, in which he praises Roalb M'Mahon, one hundred and 
eighty-four verses, beginning " to^nclS ro\tfldir)5 <t ne&m&u)" " Won- 
derful my vision in Emania." 

' 10. In praise of Felim,. son of Feagh M'Hugh O'Byrne* and the pro- 
vince of Leinster, one hundred and eighty-four verses, beginning 
a Cedlld6 ewg ittc Ict^edo,'* u A land of generosity is the province 
of Leinster." 

Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre- 
tary ; some copies are in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. and 
some others in the libraries of other members of this Society. 
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A. D. 1609. 

cclxv. Doctor Nehemiah Donellan, Archbishop of Tuam, died thfo 
year. He is said to have translated into Irish the New Testament and 
Communion Book, and to have printed them in A. D. 1603. Of this 
some doubts may be entertained ; but the work was printed, in his tijnQ, 
and the expense levied on the people of Conaght. 

See William Daniel, or 0*Donell, under the year 1628. 



A. D- 1610. 

ccjiWi. At this time flourished Tbige dall O'Higgin, son of Catrbre, 
and brother to Maolmuire, Archbishop of Turns. He was a poet of the 
county of Sligo, famous for the elegance of his encomiums, and the keen- 
ness of his satire ; and it is remarkable, that the first and the last of his 
productions are the most biting of his invectives. To the last of his poenps 
is attributed the cause of his death. It is a satire on six persons of the tribe 
of O'Hara, who forcibly took some refreshments in his house* and so se- 
verely were the lashes of the poet felt by the delinquents, that they some 
time afterwards returned to his houjse, seized him, cut out his tongue, and 
otherwise abused him; of which barbarous treatment it is said he died. 

On the 30th of June, 1617, an inquisition was held in Sligo, before 
Thomas Browne and another, by which it was found that " William, son 
of Corcashell O'Hara, and Owen O'Hara of Castlecarragh, Brian O'Hara^ 
Art O'Hara, and Donald O'Hara, were attainted of the murdering Teige 
dall O'Higgin, his wife and child." The time in which this murder was 
perpetrated is not mentioned in the inquisition ; but it was found that 
the murderers were possessed of some lands, which were consequently 
forfeited to the king. 

To this writer we are indebted for the following poems : 

1. An epigram on some pretender to learning, amongst his cotempo- 
raries, whose name is, perhaps, justly forgotten. It begins " JTecty btirjct 
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a» pcdji { a f i<t|i, M " A man of song, this western man," or, as the two 
first words may be translated, " a man of impudence," which would, per- 
haps, be an appropriate epithet for a pretender to science. 

This epigram has been published in Irish and English, in the Transac- 
tions of the Gaelic Society, and applied to Doctor Ledwich, by the late 
Theophilus Q'Flanagan, an accomplished scholar of Trinity College, 
and a complete master of the ancient language and history of his country, 
who, to the disgrace of his compatriots, lived neglected, and died in 
poverty. 

2. A genealogical poem on the O'Haras, princes of Luigne and Gai- 
leng, two districts of the ancient kingdom of Conaght, now called the 
baronies of Leney and Gallen, the first comprehended in the county of 
Sligo, and the latter in the county of Mayo. In this poem, which con- 
sists of three hundred and twenty verses, beginning " 3n dil lib ^cartfdf 
fit Cceio," "Is the history of the race of Cian pleasing to you?" the 
author traces the pedigree of Cormac O'Hara, chief of his tribe in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, up to Cian, son of Olioll Olum, king of 
Minister, who died A. D. 284, according to O'Flaherty. 

A copy of this poem, in the hand- writing of John M'Sblly, is in the 
collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

3. A poem of one hundred and eighty verses, on Drum Laigheann, an 
old name of the hill of Cruachan, or Drum Druid, near Elphin, county 
Roscommon. The name of this hill is sometimes improperly translated 
Mount Leinster. 

This poem begins " CDaigerfn 6iogla 6junm Ittigerfim," " A field of de- 
struction is the ridge of Laighean," and gives an account of various bat- 
tles fought there, and of the conjurations of the Tuatha-de-Dadans, in 
their conflicts with the Milesians. 

4. A poem on Torlogh Luineach O'Neill, two hundred verses, begin- 
ning " 1oro6d {oiaip. <ii5 ffol JMeitl," " Many are the privileges of 
Niall's race." In this poem the author compares Torlogh to Noah, and 
says, that as God had appointed Noah to preserve the race of man from 
destruction in the general deluge, so he sent Turlogh, as a second Noah, 
to preserve the Irish after, the massacres and cruelties committed on them 
by the English. 

a a 
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S. An address to H*gh, son of Manua O'Donell, on his going to Co- 
naght, two hundred and twenty*four verses, beginning " t>i<c 60 bedcd <t 
toeic CDbasnaif/' u Hail! son of Manus." 

9. In praise of the Castle of Liffbrd, and of the son of O'Donell, and 
his wife, the daughter of John O'Neill, forty-four verses, beginning 
* € loniww btitle bjiutf) iciilty," " Beloved seat, fair Liflbrd's Castle." 

Copies of these two poems are in the library of Rev. Doctor O'Brien, 
and in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

7. A poem of one hundred and sixty-four verses, beginning " CO|g 
j:e*CTf i 1wf ce?tlt*te," * Alas ! I looked on Enniskillen," " on the castle 
of Enniskillen, and the hospitality of Cuchonacht Maguire." 

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

8. A poem of one hundred and ninety-six verses, beginning " ?t CD&jt 
coming 4n comn" (( Oh Mor, remember the obligation!" addressed 
to a woman, who, it appeared, had deserted him for a person of the 
name of O'Connor. 

9. A poem of one hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning " t)etfncxro 
ctrifcuf , d Chdtdil," " Let us render an account, oh Cathal," addressed 
to Cathal O'Conor Sligo, son of Teige. In this poem the author boasts 
that he was the bed-fellow of his hero, and received from him an ample 
share of the spoils which he had carried away from the Mac Williams, 
(Burkes) M'Costelloes, (N angles) Conallians, (O'Donells, O'Doghertys, 
M'Sweenys, &c) and from the O'Neills. 

A fine copy of this poem is in the library of John Mao Namara of San- 
dymount, Esq, and another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

10. A poem in dispraise of bad butter, twenty-four verses, beginning 
" putfitxf pew im merit 6 mmtoi," " I got good butter from a woman." 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

11. An epigram on the clan Mac an Bhaird, or tribe of Ward. 
Copy with the Assistant Secretary. 

12. A poem, consisting of one hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning 
« 6doi»e f *ofid f lol Ccottd," « The race of Colla are a free people," 
in praise of Cuchonacht (Constantine) Maguire, chief of Fermanagh, 
and eldest lineal descendant of Colla da Chrioeh, son of Eochaidh 
Doimhlen, and grandson of Cairbre Liffeachar, monarch of Ireland, wha 
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lost his life 111 the battle of Gabbra, near Tara, A. D. 294. CoHa-da- 
chrioch, together with his two brothers, Colla Uais and Colla Meann, 
conquered settlements for themselves in Ulster, from the Rudricians, and 
destroyed £ mania in the year of our Lord 347 ; since which period the 
descendants of the Collas have enjoyed large estates and great power 
in the province of Ulster, until the entire province was declared the 4 
property of King James the First, in the early part of his reign.- 

13. A poem exciting the native Irish to take up arms, and expel their 
English enemies, two hundred and eighty verses, beginning " t>'pOft 
cogai6 corodilced/t f foctai*," " To a man of war, peace is preserypd," 

In this poem the author points out Brian, son of Brian, son of Owen 
O'Roijrke, 4s the proper leader of the Irish against their oppressors, ar 
his power was thep acknowledged by the Ulster «nd Conaght trifles* 

14. A poem in praise of the Mac Sweeny*, two hundred verses, beggi* 
ning " Vto f&pi cwtof <Hjt cJUwflcilV' " The r*ce of MifiU exceed &$$• 
selves." 

15. A po^n beginning " Utfiin£ o\6ce 50 h&Xf <5*9)lf," " Njgh| qame 
to Jtf arrQW-water," one hundred aijd sixty-eight verses, qr the dqatJt $f 
Maolmordha Mac Sweeny, and t*o others pf the a^t^or's frieqd? Hftd 
cotemporaries. 

In this pqen? the author mention? Brian O'Conallan, Brian M'Cpin* 
mhidhe, and Coupf O'JHiggin, poet?, *wl cotewporaries with t$te au&Of, 
who were patropized by Maolq^ordha Mac Sweepy. 

10. A poem beginning " fetyort cloibm^ ppf oi baxjfa" " The ©puptry 
of Ireland is sword land," two hundred Qfj4 forty yepfep, i% prove pf 
the family of Burke, many of wbpip he names as conqueror in famous 
battles in Ireland, Englaj^* &n<J *te Holy JL*pd* 

17. A poem of one hundred and fifyy-two verses, beginning "fi&Aiiic 
to crcuimajt 6o'i> Cfytrtofc," " Christmas we went to the Creeve," <#) p. 
Christmas assembly of the poets at the Creeve, one of the hospitable 
mansions of Torlogh Luineach O'Neill. 

18. A poem in praise of Richard, son of Oliver Burke M'Willian?, 
two hundred and forty verses, beginning " C06fi *o*jpba\l arw* pio^,* 
* Great prudence of the soul of a prince." 

19. A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning " Stvag f&f\j\ iaioig bom 
tig," € c A band of six came to Hqr fcwK»* 
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Tliis poem is a bitter satire od six persons of the tribe of O'Hara, who 
went to the author's house and took some refreshments against his • in- 
clination. The virulence of this satire was so keenly felt by the O'Haras, 
that they cut out his tongue, which probably caused his death, as we 
have seen before that five of the family were found attainted of the 
murder of Teige O'Higgin, his wife and child. 

Copies of the thirteen last-mentioned poems are preserved in the va- 
luable book of O'Gara, in the library of John M'Namara, of Sandymount, : 
Esq. 

cclxvii. At this time also lived Maolmuire, son of Cairbre O'Higgin, 
brother to the last-mentioned author. He was Archbishop of Tuam ; and 
we are told by the Reverend Fergal O'Gara, in his collection of poems 
made in the Netherlands in the year 1656, and now in the library of John 
M'Nainara, Esq. that this prelate died in Antwerp, on his return from 
Rome, but he does not mention in what year. ' To this author we are 
indebted for the following pieces : 

1. A hymn in praise of our Lord Jesus Christ, consisting of one hundred 
and sixty-four verses, beginning u bo gmtf dor) mac iomfe cloine," « One 
soli supplied the place of many children. 19 

2. A poem in praise of Ireland, written when the author was on the 
Continent, one hundred and thirty-six verses, beginning " 31 pp £e?6 50 
jtfoti prfiHi," « Oh man, who goest to the land of the West." 

3. A poem of thirty-six verses, beginning " 21 wdcwi/te tetti tDK^," 
f O messenger, who goest to the other side." This poem contains a 
beautiful description of a woman. 

4. A poem of twelve verses, on Consideration, beginning " 31 pip tited)- 
Hf if> crUc," " Oh man, who cultivatest the hill." 

' Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre- 
tary. 

ccLxviii. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers, was Come, 
son of John O'Neill, author of a chronological poem on his own tribe, 
from the death of Heremqn to the departure of Hugh O'Neill from 
Conaght, in the year 1610. This poem commences with " Ca I for) jug ?f 
bfanCL tetfii," " How many kings and mighty chiefs." 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 
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A.D. 1*12. 

cclxix. Flann M'Coinmhidbe lived at this time. He was author 
of a poem in praise of the Blessed Virgin, fifty-two verses, beginning 
" bjtedgtrfft bean te fedd ftjj^e," " A woman is allured by gifts of kind* 

ness." . 

Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary. 

cclxx. At the same period as the foregoing, lived Maurice, son of 
David duff* Fitzgerald. He was author of the follo#ing pofems : 

1. Forty-four verses, on receiving a present of a horse from Teige 
O'Brien, of Dumhach, beginning " prUfi&f eat Wc 6rdibf46c fcoijlb," 
" I received a horse, not wicked nor peevish." 

2. Forty-four verses on his ship preparing for a voyage to Spain. This 
poem begins " btaijtxg do tengf * <l Cbftfof 6 cm6," " Bless this ship, Oh 
holy Christ" 

. 3. Forty-four verses on his receiving a present of a sword from O'Logh- 
lin of Burren, beginning " bo tyouab bdm cfya ctjlg^ €t A sword was 
given by my friend." 

4. Twelve verses on a French cat, beginning " CDtytah gedpfS 5ftu4m<l K 
5C(t|tSn(tc, ,> " Sour, sullen, complaining animal." 

5. Forty-eight verses, enumerating things that were pleasing and dis- 
pleasing to him, beginning " 3tic tibro {zidb fgidwxtt fgdcifxtc," " I Uke 
a beautiful stately horse." 

6. Advice to a young woman, beginning " JJafl roo ce*£<tf5 <t beito dig," 
" -Receive my instructions, oh young woman." 

7. Advice to a young man, ninety-two verses, beginning " Cttijte Sure d 
<%<tio pi*," " Be cautious, oh fair-haired youth." 

Copies of all the above poems are in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. The poem, Mo. 2, has been translated and published by 
Miss Brooke, in her " Reliques of Irish Poetry." 



a. d. ion. 

cclxxi. On the 16th of December in this year, died Angus, or Mheah 
roe O'Daly, as appears by an inquisition taken at the Old Castle in 
£to&s Oft 4he 18th September, 1824. By this inquisition it was found 
tfM&" AfgnpO'PftJy waaaeixed, in his life time, of the towns and land* 
of BfL%4ffVP09e# containing three carruCatep of land, value ten tfnflingfr 
per annum ; and being so seized, did, on the last day of March, 16*1 r 
enfeoff Thadeus McCarthy, Richard Waters, John G'Daly, and Fprfasa 
O'Canty (Fearfeasa O'Cainte), and their heirs for ever, to the use of said 
Angus O'JQftly, duriqg hj* natural We, aod after hte 4e»th to the use 
and beittfit of AqgW O'Jft^ly, juftkPi h]s ppn *od heir, and the heirs 
jwje of jyg body Jajrfctfly te$ptt§p ; ^d thfit the paid feoflfees, Thedeus, 
Richard* Jcthp *nd Farfysn, Jfc foresaid precise?, without the Itingfa 
license being first obtained, together with &9gp* O'tHdy, senior, did, by 
thpir dee4» 4*te& *° Aprik 10J7, enfeoff Caroto* OWy> Jus heirs and 
«WgDS» in *te western p*# of tfee land of BaWiowwjoe aforo^ud, with 
the appurtenances, containing one carrucate of land, under this condition 
that* ^tfeep the said Al\gus Q'JQaly, ppnior, hk hffl* or assigns, should 
pay said CarplusO > D»ly> fcfe tafr»rfflr Assigns *be sum of thirteen pounds, 
then the said Angus 01>aly, Senior, his heirs or assigns, should be *$ 
liberty io re-enter jprf p<**$* 4H|^I lfuid *nd premiws, as befoie the 
making of said deed. A^d {fttft ^ftftrwv4* the «4*0 Angus 0*0*ly died 

QH ft* JflfrlfemlK* IftW," *fc 

TVs poet jpfcert foffflpi to ife Iffa scholar by the names of Aagu* 
na naor (Angus of the Satires), and Bard ruadh, or red Bard. He was 
author .Qf the foUawipg pieces : 

1. A long poem, in which hegftes* Satiric tieaadptim of the chiefs of 
the pripcijp^l mttfce Irish famiji«fl, *od such of the descendants of the 
Anglo-Normans as had fonpgjl xfap cofuiQSJous with the Irish. Fran 
thfe J$ntfftl *t?uiP «f <fre Ir^h .4rib& he exempts the Clann Daly, or 
OY^eJ^.ty^me? gs Jfc^e s^y s, he w^s af ^id pf their vengeance i 

" t>* ntfoftttui cUfr 4&&<si5» 

Jtfojt btojftxim fiol fean&dtfim ;. 
Ctdn obdlatg hrtf 6ion 6om, 
Tlgdf fiol 3U*w> d'Sopta*." 
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" If I lampoon the Clann Daly, no shield to me is the mce of old 
Adam : Let the Claim Daly protect me, I may satirize all rtankrnd.* 

This poem was written in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and it is -said 
that Angus was specially employed for this purpose by the agentfe 6f the 
Earl of Essex and Sir George Carew. 

Copies are in the hands of every Irish scholar. , 

2. A poem on the death of Donogh fionn McCarthy, one hundred and 
sixty-eight verses, beginning " Ctfwic len 60 iedc CPbogd," " Misfortune 
has come over Leath Mhogha." 

Copy in the collection pf the Assistant Secretary. 

cctxxu. Ferfeasa O'Cainte flourished at this time, as we have seen by 
the Inquisition quoted in the preceding article. He was a Mumter poet, 
and took a part in the contention of the bards, on the side of' Teige 
Mae Daire and the Momonians, against Lughaidh O'Clery and the 
Northerns. He was author of the following poems : 

1. One hundred and twenty verses against Lughaidh, beginning "f^ct 
coi£*l ttt&jut, 4 lug<fu>," " Spare not speech, oh Lughaidh." 

In this poem the author accuses Lughaidh of partiality, in his defence 
of the chiefs of Leath Chuinn, to the prejudice of those of Leath Mhogha. 
He insists that the descendants of Eogpn mor and Cormac Cas are supe- 
rior to the progeny of Conn of the Hundred Battles* He tells Lughaidh 
it is sinful to oppose this known truth, desires him to read over his books, 
and acknowledge his errors. 

2. On worthless people, striving to make .themselves respected by 
boasting and lies, forty-ttro verses, beginning " CObft 60 51)16 6doifle . 6i6fc 
f€in," " Men make themselves great. rt 

Copies of these two poems are in the collection of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. 

3. On the death of Donald O'Keefffe, chief of the district of Ealla, 
and on that of his poet, Angus O'Daly, commonly called the Red Bard, 
or Angus the satirist, one hundred and eighty verses, beginning ''bean 
&<t bum cfiic ealtrf," "A woman of two sorrows is Efclla's land." 

4. A poem addressed to Ireland, to whom he promises a steady friend 
in young Teige Mac Car thy, presumptive chief of Desmond, or south 
Minister. This poem consists of one hundred and eighty*ftmr verses, in 
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which he gives some good instructions to young Mac Carthy for his ge- 
neral conduct It begins " puvftiS 50 pStll, 4 Gifte," " Wait awhile, ob 
Erin." 

Copies of the two last-mentioned poems are in the library of John 
Mac Namara, Esq, 



A. D. 161& 

cclxxui. At this time flourished Teige a son of Dermod OT>aly, author 
of an elegy on the death of Dermod O'Sullivan, who died this year, at 
the early age of tweqty-five years, one hundred and forty-eight verses* 
beginning. " Cid <f° caoioedf Cjiioc Qanbct^' " Who is this that Ireland 
laments ?" 

Copy with the Assistant Secretary. 

Perhaps this writer may be the same mentioned under the year 1602 v 
by the name of Teige, son of Dermod og O'Daly. 



A. D. 1620. 

/ 

cclxxiv. In this year lived Owen M'Craith, a Munster poet, author 
of sixty-eight verses, on the death of Donogh O'Brien, Earl of Thomoud > 
who died this year, as appears by the twelfth rann of this poem. It begins 
" £1x5*6 an cfcji f 6 tiijt Sypm? " This destruction came on Ireland." 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cclxxv. At this time also flourished Cccoigcrichb, grandson of Coitii 
O'Cleby. He was poet to the O'Donells, chieftains of Tir-Conell, and 
author of the following poems : 

1. On Rory O'Donell being created first Earl of Tirconnel, nineteen ranns, 
each consisting of eight verses, beginning " fti/5 co6ai|t tfijt Co^alUaiS, 
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erg orbdo dift ectf ccSf/t&ife," " Power has come to the Conallians, terror 
has seized on their enemies.'! 

2. On the long and peaceful life of Torlogh, son of Cathbharr 
O'Donell, who, at the time this poem was written, had attained his 
seventieth year, one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning " Cpo 
ibdUacc ojtc, <t J* dogail !" " My curse on thee, oh world P 

Copies of these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary, in 
an ancient paper manuscript, lent to him by his late dearly beloved and 
much lamented friend the Rev. Dr. Paul O'Brien, Professor of the Irish 
language in the College of St. Patrick, Maynooth. 

cclxxiv. At this time $lso lived Donogh Caoch (blind) O'Mahont, a 
Munster poet, who wrote many songs, some of which are in the collection 
of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1626. 



cclxxv. On the 26th of September in this year, died Hugh Mac 
Cawell, a Franciscan friar, who had been Divinity Lecturer in the Col« 
lege of Saint Anthony of Padna, in Louvarn, and afterwards R. C* 
Archbishop of Armagh. He was known in his order by the name of Aobh 
Mac Aingil, aqd under that name published his " Sc*tan jracjtgioeiirce ha 
WliiriitSe," or " Mirror of the Sacrament of Penance," printed at Lou vain, 
in 1618, although Harris, in his additions to Ware, erroneously says it 
was printed after his death. 



A. D. 1628. 

cclxxvi. On the 11th of July this year, died Doctor William 
O'Donell, one of the first fellows of Trinity College, and treasurer of 

bb. 
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the Cathedral of Saint Patrick, Dublin, in which church he was conse- 
crated Archbishop of Tuam, in the year 1609. He is said to have been 
the translator of the Book of Common Prayer and the New Testament 
into the Irish language ; but Mr. Beling, and others, say the latter was 
translated by Mortogh O'Cionga, or King. This was printed in the year 
1603, in quarto, the charges of which were levied on the people of Co- 
uaght. It was re- printed in 1687, at the expense of Robert Boyle, and in 
the year 1690 the entire Bible was printed in London, in quarto size, and 
in the Irish character; and at the same time, and by the same press, it 
was printed in eigh teens, in the Roman letter, for the use of the Gaoidhil, 
or Gaels of Scotland. This was the only Gaelic translation the people 
of that nation had of the Sacred Scriptures, until about the year 1767, 
when a new translation of the New Testament was published in Edin- 
burgh. In the year 1787 a new translation of the Old Testament was 
published, in the same city. In these new translations the ancient and 
correct orthography of the Gaelic or Irish language was much debased. 
But in the last new translation printed for the Bible Society in London, 
in 1804, much greater changes have been made, which go far towards 
disguising the radices of the language, and to cut off the connection that 
until lately existed between the sister dialects of Eire and Alba. 

In the year 1818 a new edition of the New Testament was published 
in London, by the British and Foreign Bible Society, on beautiful Irish 
types ; but either through the ignorance or the negligence of the editor, 
or perhaps through both, the errors of this edition are innumerable. In 
the first three chapters of the Gospel of Saint Mathew, there are no less 
than sixty typographical errors, some of which materially affect the sense 
of the Evangelist. Of this a remarkable instance occurs in the 3d chapter 
and 12th verse of this Gospel, where our Blessed Saviour is represented as 
a female; thus, " ?l$a fcpjl tx cjtiaidjt <fij itUiiro," " Whose fan is in her 
hand." Other errors, equally bad, or worse, frequently occur throughout 
the book; such as ped/t, grass, instead of feet ft, a man, &c. &c. which 
render this work totally unfit for the purpose intended by the publishers. 

In London also, in the course of the last year, were published, in Irish, 
the books of Genesis and Exodus. The Irish Bibles printed in London 
in 1690, abound with errors, grammatical and typographical, all which, 
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so far as these two books go, are suffered to remain in the text by the k 
present editor; and he has added to the stock no small quantity of his 
own, and introduced words that never before appeared in any Irish book. 

In Irish the preposition 4, in, causes eclipsis, or suppression in the ini- 
tials of all substantives immediately following it, except such as begin 
with the letter m or the immutable consonants I, n f or p. To nouns begin- 
ning with vowels it causes » to be prefixed ^ thus, <t 0^5810, in the deep ; 
4 oed6<&£cUf , in despair ; tx mp^ioS, in hell ; tx ooi6£e,. in the night ; <t 
miaignedf , in solitude, &c. The present editor of the Sacred Scripture* 
knowing that n is always joined with such substantives in pronunciation* 
when preceded by the preposition, and seeing that it is so written in books* 
but not knowing the cause of such union, imagined that when the article 
<tn preceded a substantive beginning with a vowel, the r> should be de- 
detached from the 6 and united with the substantive ; and under this, 
impression, whenever the article an, or the preposition and article 6o», or 
60 an, occurs,, in such a situation he invariably deprives the article of its 
», and prefixes it to the substantive, and thereby renders such passages 
downright nonsense. 

Of the kind of error here noticed, the first chapter of Genesis fur- 
nishes sufficient examples. Thus,, in the sixth and seventh verses, ^uf 

46ubdijtr; t)ia, bio6 iormoilt 6 roea&So u<t nui<f gead, &c. ^S Ut ( ^P 1 " 6 &■* 

4 nioftmoilc, dg uf jtonj r)d huifge<ft>6 p<to? d oioftrooilc o net huifgetftSttib 6{ 
ckhj rxt bio|tmoilce f dguf bo fci mtffi {Mn. Slguf 50^ &n* *><> niojtiDoitc neam" 
This, literally translated into English, would be absolute nonsense ; it would 
run thus : " And God said, let there be a firmament (iormoilt) in the midst 
of the waters, &c. — And God made in a firmament (ct niojtiDoitt) and he 
divided the waters under tit a firmament (p<*oi 4 wojtmoite} from the waters 
above the firmament, and it was so. And God called to, &c. heaven." The 
words 60 oiojtrooilc here cannot be translated into any intelligible lan- 
guage ; they should be written do'u loftmbilc, if toprooilc had any meaning. 
Verse 9. " Cjitwrgtetifi n& buif secttia actt ^rttoi aetrin <t neurifac tk&if le^tettjt 
tx ntjjt tiftim ley." The n in nerwiu is here properly prefixed, because the 
preposition 4 requires it; 6 tier A3 rc, in one place; but it is improperly 
prefixed to 17/1, land, for that should be preceded by an article, and not 
a preposition j it r\rp, signifies in the land : it should be <t$ 17/v the land* 
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Again, Terse 14, " ^gtif 4 br$$c bid, bioS l6cfi<im <t woftrooilc yjewoe 6o 
jtoin ev6ift t&n IS <tgttf <t »oi6ce," &c. Here the » prefixed to lojtrooils is 
right, because the preposition <t goes before it; but it should not be 
joined to oit>£e, as it is, because the sense requires the article. 3t noitice 
means in a night, but it should be written <*» oitffce, *Ae night. " Ibijt 
dn 1$ tT5U|- tin oitfce," literally means " between the day and the night/' 
The word l&ftrftf), in this verse, is a proof of the absence of grammatical 
knowledge in the editor, uScjuxin is an oblique case of l<5c/*an, light ^ 
and it should be hert in the nominative case. Moreover, even if the 
oblique case should be used, the orthography is wrong; it should 
be l&fton). The word iormoilt, used here for firmament, is one of those 
words adopted by this editor that never appeared before in any Irish 
book, ancient or modern, printed or manuscript, except in the late 
edition of the Scottish Gaelic Bible j and even there, not admitted into 
the text 

The great importance of correctness in an edition of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and the fearful consequences that may result from a depraved 
translation of them, will, it is hoped, be a sufficient apology for this 
digression from the original plan of this work. 



A. D. 1629- 

* 

cclxxvii. Died at Madrid on the 18th of November, this year, father 
Florence Conry, or O'I^ulconaire, an Observantin Franciscan, in the 
sixty-ninth year of his age. Through his solicitation Philip III. king of 
Spain, founded the college of Saint Anthony of Padua, in Louvain, for 
the Irish Franciscan Friars, and to this seminary, in the year 1654, his 
bones were translated from Spain by his countrymen. His " Section <tn 
CbfUtbuti," or '< Mirror of Religion/ 5 a Catechism, w.as printed in Lou- 
Tain, in 1626, 
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A. D. 1630. 

clxxviii. Eochaidh OTJeoghusa, Maguire's chief poet, flourished at this 
period/ as appears by bis poem on O'Donell, second Earl of Tirconnel. 
By the thirty-sixth rann of the first poem in the following list, it appears 
he began his poetic career so early as the year 1593, when he was but a 
youth. The ensuing catalogue contains all the legible poems that we 
have met with of this author's works, many of which have much merit, 
and none of them are contemptible. 

1. Two hundred; and twenty-eight verses, on the appointment of Aodh 
roe (or red Hugh) O'Donell, as chieftain of Tirconnell, after his escape 
from captivity in the Castle of Dublin, in the last week of December, 
1592. This* poem begins " 6iol prtttd pWttiof CifiedV " A reward 
exciting hatred is the sovereignty of Erin." 

Copy of this poem in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

2. One hundred and twenty verses, in praise of Cuchonacht Maguire, 
Lord of Fermanagh, beginning €€ p<*6<* leigcedjt e<tro*;() <*» <tor)curocu" 

3. A didactic poem, consisting of one hundred and seventy-two verses, 
for the instruction of Cuchonacht, or Constantine, Maguire, Lord of 
Fermanagh. This poem begins " betfcrfift lorijttfiro nd boige," " Difficult 
the service of youth." 

4. One hundred and twenty verses, on the sickness of Teige O'Brien, 
beginning u &ectt5 dialctitf ocjtdy Chditfg," " A re-hurtiug sting is the 
sickness of Teige." 

5. Eighty verses, lamenting the absence of Hugh Maguire, beginning 
" fudfi team an oiticey i 6>2lo*," " Cold I feel this night for Hugh." 

6. Ninety-two verses on the sickness of his Chief, Cuchonacht Ma- 
guire, beginning " pfoa 6 ro'irfcw d bamdjtc," " Far from my mind its 



vision." 



7. An address to Hugh Maguire, one hundred and forty-eight verses, 
beginning *' Sltfj) pab loz 4 V&m ?lo6d," " Health to thy wound, oh 
hand of Hugh." 

8. Seventy-six verses addressed to Hugh Maguire, beginning « Cwjifetb 
f o iorj*6 2lo6," « I will implant this in thee, O'Hugh." 
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9. Two hundred verses, addressed to Teige, son of Brian and Mary 
O'Rourke, Lord of W. Breifne, beginning " Caiu\6 jted mearjnoct <i imc 
ObpictiT)/* " Contend with thy natural disposition, oh son of Brian." 

10. An historical poem, addressed to Hugh Maguire, three; hundred 
and forty-four verses, beginning " fM6ci jte bujtcoio Cijie," " Long is 
Ireland acquainted with injury." 

11. A very beautiful historical poem, in which the author eulogises 
Owen og M'Sweeny, the son of Margaret, daughter of Aodh O'Donell, 
chief of Tirconell. This poem consists of two hundred and thirty-six 
verses, beginning " ftoir} leite 41 ji <tnfcrai/> Cyeari" " The uneasiness of 
Ireland is divided." 

• . i 

12. One hundred and fifty-two verses, lamenting the distressed state 
of Ireland, and calling on Hugh O'Neill to remember the glorious acts 
of his forefathers, and to redeem their ancient patrimony from bondage. 
This poem begins " pjtiot <to ijdiof e dijt 1oif ptfil/ f " Devote this oppor- 
tunity for the Isle of Fail." 

13. One hundred and sixty-four verses on Brian, son of Hugh M'Mahpn, 
chief of Uriell (Oiftgicrtta) beginning " bed$ fndi^ectf do roacjtaio gtfoitiil," 
" Few remain of the sons of Gathelus." 

14. Ninety-six verses, on the hospitality and pleasures of the mansion 
and amiable family of Felim, son of Feagh M'Hugh O'Byrne, of Ra- 
nelagh, beginning " loomuir) zetxc jte zzugckf cut," " Beloved is the house 
that I have left." 

15. One hundred and sixty-eight verses, addressed to Hugh Maguire, 
beginning " C06ji <to ctfnw ottdro pldtd," " Professor {chief Doctor) of 
a prince, is a noble title." 

16* Two hundred and sixteen verses, on the Maguires, and in praise 
of the wife of Con Maguire, beginning " Suijtgedc fin tx dfte <5g," 
" Lovely that, oh noble Erin." 

17. Eighty verses, against satirical writing, beginning " CDaijtg ictft/uff 
tomlaoi6 cthnce,* " Woe to him who seeks satyric poems." 

Copies of all the above poems, except the first, are in O'Gara's collec- 
tion in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. The first, and most of the 
rest, are also amongst the MSS, belonging to the Assistant Secretary. 
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18. Two hundred and sixteen verses on the O'Donells, beginning 
" ^ tfaijiom c6^a6 6ao6<t, ,, " Not equal is the war of Banbha, (Ire- 
land)." 

19. Forty-four verses, on O'Doriell, Earl of Tirconnell, beginning 
" loomolca rocrtaijic btfig," « Commendable the exchange of profit." 

Copies of these two poems are in the manuscripts of the late Reverend 
Doctor O'Brien, and of the Assistant Secretary. 

20. Seventy-two verses, recommending a life of temperance, beginning 
" 71 6uirje od beaf tdiDte," " Oh man of disease." 

21. Twenty-four verses, advice to a female friend, beginning " 7i beam 
C/toibe ioroptfncd," " Oh woman of the social heart." 

22. Twenty verses, addressed to a friend, beginning €C 71 pjt cjtotfJe 
cdjiumf i," €€ Oh man of the heart I love." 

23. Eighty-eight verses, addressed to Almighty God, beginning " Tip 
zfdof tfm 6nk tx Obe dfcaijs" " By thy protection to me, oh God the Father!" 

24. One hundred and twenty-four verses on Cuchonacht, or Constan- 
tine, Maguire, beginning " Cjte6 m^Uf roac/u*ib # djtne," " What is it that 
awakes the sous of Erne." 

25. Sixty-eight verses, addressed to Con, son of John O'Neill, begin- 
ning " Ojtaoi6 lecfc d leaBdijt Ctp," " A theme to thee, oh generous 
Conn." 

26. One hundred and seventy-six verses, addressed to Cuchonnacht 
Maguire, beginning " bo pecbctui pulcUns JJ^ 01 ^" " The forbearance 
of the Gathelians is seen." 

27. Two hundred and thirty-two verses, addressed to the son of Richard 
de Burgo M> William, beginning " CDcctdijt 0051x6 cjtio£ bdobd," " Mother 
of war is the country of Banbha (Ireland)." 

28. Eighty-eight verses addressed to Hugh, son of Cuchonacht Maguire, 
beginning " CDojt txi\ tedjigfo opz <L 2lo6," " Great is thy wrath, oh Hugh." 

Copies of the nine last-mentioned poems are in the collection of the 
Assistant Secretary. 

This author wrote several other poems on miscellaneous subjects, 
imperfect copies of which are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. • 

clxxix. Maurice O'Daly, O'Reilly's poet, flourished at this period. 
We have met with only one poem of his writing; this is in praise of 
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Tullagh Mangain, the hill on which the princes of the House of O'Reilly 
were inaugurated* It gives a Catalogue of the Kings or Princes of 
East Brefny to his own time, beginning " QQo tjtrdi^e rmxjt d z&o\ a Cbul- 
a?5 !" " Alas, that thou art thus, oh hill !" 
Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary* 

cclxxx. At this time lived in Dublin, the Rev. Florence Gray/ 
who had been a Divinity Lecturer in the College of Saint Anthony of 
Padua, in Louvain. Harris, in his additions to Ware, says he wrote an 

Irish Grammar. — We have not seen a copy of it, 

> 

cclxxxi. At this time lived Con la Mac Geoghegan, an industrious 
collector of the antiquities of his country. He compiled, from the Book 
of Leacan aud other ancient documents, a Leabhar Gabhala, or Rook of 
Conquests ; a Reim Rioghraidhe, or Catalogue of Kings ; and a Gene- 
alogy of the Saints of Ireland, which were afterwards revised and en- 
larged by Michael O'Clery and others. He also wrote Annals of Ireland, 
from the earliest account of time, to the year 1466. He dates this book 
on the last day of June, 1627. It is now in the library of Trinity College, 
but we cannot say where his other works are to be found. 



A. D. 1632. 

cclxxxii. In this year was begun to be compiled, in the Franciscan 
Convent of Dunagall, that noble repertory of Irish history, the " Annals 
of Dunagall," otherwise called the " Annals of the Four Masters." 4 
The first title they took from the place in which they were written, but 
why they should be called by the second name is not easy to conceive, as 
there were in reality six persons concerned in the compilation of them. 
This we learn from the certificate prefixed to the work, signed by the two 
gentlemen who had been superiors of the convent whilst it was in pro- 
gress. 



it 
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To show from what works these annals were compiled , and the f>ei*ond 
employed in the compilation, we here give a literal translation of thfe 
certificate above mentioned : — 

" The Fathers of the Order of St.- Francis, who sign their hands here- 
" unto, testify that it was Ferrall O'Gara who induced the brother 
u Michael O'Clery to collect the chronologers and learned men together, 
€€ by whom this' Book of Records and Annals of -Ireland, were written, 
" (so much as they were able to obtain materials to write;), and that it 
a Was th^ same Ferrall who gave them a remuneration for their labour. 

" This Book is divided into tvfo parts, and from the beginning to the 
" end it was written in the Convent of the Brothers of Dunagall, they 
" giving attendance and supplying necessary food. In this Convent wa* 
^ begun and written the first Book, in the year L632> at the time that the 
u fether Bernardin> O'Clery was guardian. 

The chfotiologer* and learned men who were employed in writing 
this Book, and in collecting, the various Books from which it was com- 
u piled, were Michael O'Clery ; Maurice, son of Torna O'Maolconaire, 
" who attended during one month ; Fferfeasa, son of Loghlain O'Maol- 
conaire, (these two were from the county Roscommon;) Cucoigcrighe 
O'Clery, of the county Dunagall; Cucoigcrighe O'Duigenan, of the 
county Roscommon ; and Conaire O'Clery, of the county Dunagall. 
" These are the old Books they had in their possession : the Book of 
" Cldnmacnois, blessed by Saint Kiaran Mac-an-tsaoir, (son of the Artist;) 
"the Book' of the Island of Saints on Lough Rive; the Book of Senait 
*< Mac Manuson Lough Erne,' r (now called the Ulster Annals) ; "the 
" Book of the O'Maolconaires ; the Book of the O'Duigenans of Kil- 
" ronan ; the Book of Records of the Mac Firbis's, which they procured 
*' after they had written the greater part of the Book ; and from that 
". Book they wrote whatever they found, supplementary and necessary to 
?' them, which were not in the first Books they had procured ; for the 
" Book of Cluain-mac-nois, and the Book of the Island of All. Saints 

• - ■ * « 

contained nothing, except to the year 1227. 

'* The second Bopk of this work commences with the year 1208, and 
was begun to be, written in the year of Christ, 163*5, in which the 
" Father Christopher (Donlevy), surnamed Ultack the (Ultonian), was 
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" guardian ; and this part is continued to the year 1608, when the Father 
f< Bernardin O'Clery was again Guardian. The above-mentioned Michael 
" O'Clery, Cucoigcrighe O'Clery, and Conaire O'Clery, wrote the latter 
" Book from 1332 to 1608. These are the Books from which the afore- 
" said three compiled the principal part of this Book :— the Book of the 
" Q'Maolconaires, to the year 1505, which is the last year in that Book ; 
" the Book of the O'Duigenans, from the year 900 to the year 1583; 
"the Book of Senait Mac Manus, which comes to the year 1532; a 
" fragment of the Book of Cucoigcrighe, son of Dermod, son of Teige 
" cam O'Clery, from the year 1281 to 1637; the Book of Maoilin og 
u Mac Bruody, (or Brodin) from the year 1588 to 1603; the Book. of 
" Lughaidh O'Clery, from 1586 to 1602. We have seen all these Books 
" with those learned men after they came to us, and other Books of 
" Records which it would be a delay to name. In proof of what we have 
" above written* we have affixed our manual signatures in the convent of 
" DunegaU, this 10th day of August* 1636. 

" Bernardlnbs O'Clery, Guardianus Qunagallensis* 

* 

" Br. Maurice Ultach (Dunlevy)*" 

This certificate is countersigned by Brother Michael O'Clery, Sfaurioe 
O'MaoIconaire, Ferfeasa O'MaoIconaire,. Cucoigcriche O'Clery, and 
Conaire O'Clery. 

The dedication of this Book to Ferrall O'Gara, Lord of Moy O'Gara; 
and Coolavin, and one of the knights elected to represent the county of 
Sligo in the Parliament held in Dublin in 1634, was written and signed 
by Michael O'Clery, by which it appears that he was the principal person 
under whose direction this work was carried on. The original copy was 
bound in two volumes folio, the first of which, commencing with the year 
of the world 2242, and ending with the year of our Lord 1171, was in the 
library of the late venerable Charles O'Conor, of Belanagare, and is now 
deposited by his grandson, the Rev. Charles O'Connor, in the library of 
the Marquis of Buckingham, at Stowe, together with many other valuable 
Irish manuscripts. The second volume of the original, commencing A. IX 
1384, and ending A. D. 1605, is in the library of Trinity College. 
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In this work there is a chasm from the year 1171 to 1335, which may 
-be supplied from the continuation of the Annals of Tigernach, and from 
the Annals of Ulster. Copies of these Annals are not numerous. The 
first volume of the original is copied into two volumes quarto, in the 
library of Trinity College, which, with the second volume of the original, 
make the College copy complete. The late Chevalier Thomas O'Gor- 
man had a complete set, from which the writer of this account was 
making a copy, which he had nearly completed, when the removal from 
Dublin, aad subsequent death of his friend the Chevalier, prevented him 
from finishing it. 

Besides the Annals of Dunagall, these writers collectively compiled the 
Leabhar Gabhala, or Book of Conquests ; the Reim Rioghraidhe, or regal 
Catalogue, and a Genealogy of the Saints of Ireland. The Book of 
Conquests was compiled in the convent of Lisgoole, under the patronage 
of Brian roe Maguire, first Lord of Eniskilleu. In this work the writets 
were assisted by Giolla Patrick O'Luinin, of Ard O'Luinin, in the 
county Fermanagh. The testimonies and approbations to this work are 
signed by Francis M'Craith, Guardian of Lisgoole, on the 22d December, 
1631 ; and by Flann, son of Carbry Mac Egan, of Bally Mac Egan, in 
the county Tipperary, on the 31st August, 1631. The Reim Riogh- 
roide was begun to be compiled in the house of Conall Mac Geoghegan, 
and finished in the Observantine Convent, at Athlone, on the 4th No* 
vember, 1630. This work was carried on under the patronage of Torlogh 
Mac Coghlan, Lord of Dealbhna Eathra, part of the ancient kingdom of 
Meath, now called the Barony of Garry Castle, in the King's County. 

Copies of the Book of Conquests are in the library of Trinity College, 
and in that of William Monck Mason, Esq. The original is in the collec- 
tion of Irish manuscripts belonging to the Assistant Secretary. 

Copy of the Rkim Rioghraidhe, or Regal Catalogue, and the Genealogy 
of the Saints, is also in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

Besides the above works written by these authors collectively, there are 
other works executed by some of them individually. 

cclxxxiii. Michael O'Clery wrote, and published in Louvain, in the 
year 1643, a Vocabulary, in which mahy of the hard, or obsolete words 
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in the Irish language were explained by words in common use in the 
modern language of our country. This work has now become exceed- 
ingly scarce. A copy of it was sold at the late General Vallancey's sale 
for six guineas. There is a MS. copy in possession of the Assistant Se- 
cretary. % 

This writer also translated into Irish the Rules of the Religious order 
of St. Clare, in the year 1636. 

Copy in the Marquis of Buckingham's library, at Stowe. 

cclxxxiv. Cucoigcriche O'Clery, besides the part he took in the 
compilations of the Annals, &c. wrote a life of Aodh roe O'Donell, 
chief of Tirconell, who invited the Spaniards to invade Ireland in the 
early part of the reign of James the First. 

The original copy of this work is in the library of William Monck 
Mason, Esq* and a transcript of it is in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary, who has now nearly translated into English, with an intent to 
publish, this invaluable piece of Irish history. 

Perhaps this author may be the same as the Cucoigcriche O'Clery, 
which we have mentioned under the year 1620. 

cclxxxv. Cucoigcriche (son of Toole buidhe) O'Duigbana^, one of 
the writers of the Annals of the Four Masters, &c. was also the author 
of a poem, beginning " 2l6i» yeme coy o«m na ccmII," c ? Only protecting 
shield of the churches," on the return of Teige O'Rady from JLondon, 
in 1641. 

cclxxxvi. cclxxxvii. cclxxxviii. Of works written by Fearfeasa 
O'Maolconare, Conaing O'Clery, and Maurice O'Maolconaire, we 
know no more than the part they took in the compilation of the Annals 
of the Four Masters, the Reimrhoghraidhe, 8$c. unless we suppose the 
last-named writer to be the same as the Maurice O^Maolconai re we 
mentioned under the year 1600, at page clix. 



A. D. 1636. 

cclxxxix. In this year Cathal Mac Muireadhaigh, or MacMuirich, 
as he is called in the Erse dialect, wrote his poem on the Mac Donalds, 
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one hundred and twelve verses, addressed to Cblla Ciotach Mac Donald, 
beginning « Saoc liom 60 cojt tx Cbolla," " Trouble to me is thy state, oh 
Colla." 

This poem, in the hand-writing of the author, is in the library of 
Trinity College, class H. No. 54. 

Mr. Astle, in his " Origin and Progress of Writing," plate 22, speci- 
men 6, gives a fac simile of this author's hand-writing, and erroneously 
says it was taken from an Erse manuscript, written in the 15th century. 



A. D. 1639. 

ccxc. Theobald Stapleton, an Irish priest, was author of a Latin 
and Irish Catephism, which he published at Brussells, this year, in 
Roman letter, and a quarto form. It is now a very scarce book, but 
there is a copy in. the library of Trinity College. 



A. D. 1640. 

ccxc 1. At this time flourished Owen roe M'an Bhaird, a Franciscan 
friar, author of the following poems : 

1. One hundred and eight verses, beginning " 31 fiji peacd-f wttz a* 
cn&m !" " Oh man, who beholdest the bone !" Reflections on the vanity 
of this world. 

2. Two hundred and thirty verses, beginning " gltfc 4 tomptfi* compter) 
cdmctytte," « Accept, my friend, a friend's advice." Instructions for a 
holy life. 

3. On the pleasures of a religious life, and on the habit of the order 
of Saint Francis, sixty verses, beginning " loyirbtjij Cjtioy co cots iiemneab" 
" Sweet is the girdle with painful stings." 
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4. On receiving news of young O'Donell's return, sixteen verses, 
beginning " loomtjo fs^iBerj ^txoilzcoji fun," 4€ Pleasant news reported 
here." 

Copies of all these are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccxcii. At this time lived Edmond M'Donogh, author of a short 
poem, on the evil propensities of the flesh, twenty-eight verses, begin- 
ning " COo ie<t£af£ t><* vgLacin * tijftf !" u My advice, if taken, O body!" 

Copy in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 



A* D. 1641. 

ccxem. Feiusal Muimhneach ODuigenan was author of a poem on 
the return of Teige O'Rody from London, in this year, forty-eight 
verses, beginning " C0a\i z\Ai 60 toigedte * rbttttJg !" " You came in 
good time, oh Teige !" 

Copy in collection of Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1643. 

ccxciv. At this time flourished the Bight Reverend Thomas Dease, 
R. C. Bishop of Meath, and one of the Supreme Council of the con- 
federate Catholics. The following poems, written by him, have come 
down to our times : 

1. Advice to a young lady, forty-eight verses, beginning " gab mo 
tecigrffg a \npt) 615," " Accept my counsel, youthful fair." 

2. Beginning " CD6jt fceinwrgcuJ na ccompdnac/' " Much is affirmed of 
the associates." 

3. One hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " Rirjedf mo iiomw* a 
Sheomaif ," " 1 have made my will, oh James." 

Copies of all these are in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1645. 

ccxcv. In this year the Rev. Anthony G'ernon, a Franciscair Friar 
of the college of St. Anthony , in Lou vain, published his pdftjtidf an 
3li)ma, or Paradise of the Soul, a catechism, containing instructions for a 
Christian life. This author was living in 1867. 

This is now a very scarce book, but there are copies of it in possession 
of William Monck Mason, Esq. John Bl'Namara, Esq. and the Assistant 
Secretary. 



A. D. 1649: 

ccx c vi. Somhahilb Mac an Bhairo flourished at this, time, ar 
appears by the last rann but one of his elegy on the death of Aodh 
buidhe O'Donell, who died, in this year. This poem consists of two 
hundred and eighty verses, beginning " ffctyc gat ti;te <U/t Cijt CboWiU," 
u The energy of every country is in Tircqnell." 

Copies of this poem are in the books of the late Rev. Paul O'Brien, 
and in the collection of. the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1650. 

ocxcvn. About this time died the Irish Herodotus, the Rev. Geoff* y 
Keating, D. D. By an inscription over the door of the church of 
Tubrid, in his native county of Tipperary, it appears that that edifice 
was founded by the Rfev. Eugene Dtihy, vicar of Tubrid, and D6ctor 
Geoffrey Keating,. in A. D. 1644. He was a pious and learned priest, 
and author of many works in his native language, both verse and prose. 
We here insert a list of such of his compositions as have come under 
our observation. 

1. A History of Ireland, from the earliest account of time, to the 
Anglo-Norman invasion. The title of this, in the original, is " ftyuf 
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peaf a aiji eiju>), M " Rudiments of knowledge on Ireland." A faulty trans- 
lation of this work, in folio, by Dermod O'Conor, was published in 
London and Dublin, in 1723* It has been republished in two volumes 
octavo, by Christie, Dublin, 1809. A new and correct translation of this , 
work, as far as the Christian Era, was published in one volume octavo, . 
Dublin 1811, with the original Irish on opposite pages, by the late 
Mr. William Haliday. It is to be lamented, that a lingering sickness 
and early death prevented this highly talented young gentleman from 
finishing his translation. 

2. A treatise on the Mass, called " Cocaijt { ciat ai) *2lij:jtiorj," €€ A key 
to the shield of the Mass." 

3. A moral treatise on Death, called " Cjti bio/tgaoiie an Whf," 
" Three pointed shafts of death." 

4. A poem in praise of Ireland, written while the author was on the 
cbntinent, twenty-four verses, beginning " Cpo bettfrct tedc a fSjufcifl*" 
" My blessing with thee, oh writing." 

5. A poem in praise of Teige O 5 Coffey, a celebrated performer on the 
harp, thirty-six verses, beginning u Gia an rfnoi le yeiwettft <k\ cjitjc," 
" Who is the sage by whom the harp is struck." 

6. A poem on the miseries of Ireland, twenty Verses, beginning " On 
y»5eojl 6o c/icuS (Pccg pail »! co6l<xim on>£e," u From the news that pains 
Moy-Fail (Ireland) I sleep not a night/' 

ccxcvm. At -this time lived Teige roe O'Conor, author of a poem in 
dispraise of a harper, forty-four verses, beginning " Saoi le fetybvf 
Spin nnc Com," " A sage in harshness is John Mac jJohn.* } 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

. ccxcix. The Father Thomas MRory flourished at this time. He was 
author of an elegy on the death of Owen Roe O'Neill, Commander in 
Chief of the Forces of the Confederate Catholics, who lost his life by. a 
pair of poisoned boots, in A. D. 1649, one hundred and fifty four verses, 
beginning, '*' bo crtilt d/ie a cerfe pi,te," « Ireland has lost her true com- 
panion." 

This poem was translated into English by the Hon. Arthur Brownlow, 
in the year 1700. 
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Copies of both the original and translation, are in the manuscript 
collection of the Assistant Secretary* 



ece. Dermod 0\Sollivan flourished at this period. He was author 
oC a poem, containing forty-eight verses, on the former and then present 
state of Ireland. It begins " J^fojt bpioftkc f nj a cc/uoidifc CiBi/t moi^ 99 
u We were unacquainted in the districts of mighty Heber." 

ccei. Conor O'Biordan was cotemporary with the last-mentioned 
author, and wrote an answer to his poem, consisting of forty-four verses, 
beginning " Qlo t&n 60 BfoM/t gaoi&l 4 oCljiiij beo," «* When, the Ga- 
thelians were alive in Erin." 

Copies of both these poems are in possession of the Assistant* Secretary. 

cccn. Oak O'Heichiaran lived at this time ; he was author of a 
poem on the deaths of the Earl of Tirone, and- of Henry, son of Owen 
roe O'Neill, one hundred and sixteen verses r beginning " Ctfiwc C/tioc- 
ai/t olc ifipwn" " An. end has come to the misfortune of Erin.?' 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.. 

ccciii. About this period lived Patrick O'Donbll y.( Dong Kaoile) au- 
thor of an ironical elegy on the deaths of Owen Liddy. This poem 
consists of ninety-two verses, beginning " Ouat) *» erfftaig btff eo£din," 
u The death of Owen is a lasting loss." 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cociv* At this time also lived Torlogh 00. M'Donogh, author of a 
poem addressed to a friar who had forsaken his religion, thirty-six verses, . 
beginning, " 91 fyataijt eon) mazdbo tftidll, " Oh brother John, if thou 
art going." • 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccv. At this period also flourished Doctor Johit O'Conell, Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Ardfert, or Kerry. He was author of a metrical 
account of some facts relating to the History of Ireland, beginning 
" SUrtujt frorawro aijt j-aoiciS w beijteoGj,* " When I reflect on the nobles 
of Ireland. 1 ' 

Copies of this poem are in the hands of every Irish scholar. 

d d 
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A. B. 16*2, 

♦cccvr. David O^BttuAfcAin (Broderkk)* a native of the comity Lftnertek, 
lived at this time. He was author of the following poems, and of soma 
others that we hare Seen, but do not know where they are now to be 
found. 

1. Sixty-eight verses, beginning <€ la lugndf a fpmaib luc6 f aitffyteafa,' 1 
<c On Lammas-day the people of riches pull." 

2. Two hundred and four verses, on the Irish surrendering their arms* 
and on the beheading of King Charles the First This poem begins 
** Cjtedcc 60 6&\l me aro'dftjtcac gaiety," « c I received a wound in my state 
of sickness." This poem was written in 1652. 

3. Twenty-four verses, addressed to our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning 
" 2lfydim ta a tditffcfB <X/t cc\tu* u I adore thee, oh pride of our blood," 

4. Twenty-eight verses on the same* subject, beginning " go bfUBc « 
tbeic /tug COr^ta jmojt&fjleac," u For ever is the Son that Mary miraculously 
bore." 

Copies of the two first poems are in possession of the Assistant Secre- 
tary , the two latter are in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. 

5. A poem, beginning " £e CMnbpttfUc pedrjaijte uty pta/t * glifn?" 
" Though the flayer be ignorant is not his knee crooked ?" 

6. Beginning " ?l pig M C/t-rjSe 6o jumf e, w " Oh God of the world that 
made it" 

7. Beginning " bo bi 6tpie iigw jtoim <«) jie p," « Thert was a certain 
man before this time." 

8. Beginning " ^f upcjimi cran fcdro itfa <t Ddtjtu f li£, M " It is long a misery 
to me they to be falling in the way." 

9. Beginning " CDit*6 f oicinj go Siol Ccdjttaig," " It is time I should 
go to the Mac Carthys." 

The four poems last mentioned I have not seen $ the first lines were 
sent to me by a friend, but he did not mention the subjects on which 
they were written. 

This writer also made a copy of the Leabhar Irse of the O'Maolco- 
i) aires, now in the library of Trinity College. 

He was living in the year 1692. 
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A. D. 1655. 

cccvn. Feargal og Mc. an Bhaird, lived at this period. He was 
author of the following poems : 

L An elegy on the death of John O'Donell, who, according to the 
last ranpi but one of this poem, died in the year 16£& It consists of 
two hundred and thirty-two verses, begiuning " &P- cqijw<4A> ctpwf eU*5 
Cp*i*J f " " The authority of the sons of Con a was rajsad." 

2< Que hundred .and sixty veise* on the, d^seeudwts of Ir, sea. of 
Milesius, particularly, on the Magenpiseg. TJbia poew begins, " TflUil 
e<<#haQ «lpigc hlji" " JWai trwsu^e of *h<&spus <tf Ir.!' 

3. 0*g hundred and ftighty^ vfBfflepoja the f^mi^ of O^^wallv be- 
ginning "par) jtat irojtib iticroe 1ft/' a In prosperity . propegd tJ}Q nagg/pf 
Ir." 

4. On the O'Donells,. particularly Calbhach, son of Manus, two hun- 
dred and forty-eight verses, beginning u Cjteoir) a* cednuf Claft bdlai5," 
« Powerful the authority of theuClanp. Dqiaigh." 

6. On Dominick. O'Donell, two hundred and forty-eight verses, begin- 

»pg " galtU po*fta : pjirCtoPMiU/* ' f P»pa 4E r £MMi XlwOwd) ; w the 

mffttf/ComUk" 
Copies of aU these f«&ms*rem^ ef Jab* Mm* N*war», Bh? 

Numbers L, 3, and 4 are in the collection of tfeft Aiai&mt&WWtoty*> 



epevu^ At this time lived Gun 0'Ma**q*x, author ?f a short po^m, 

beginning " ?l btjyje leig 6o ie* 50 prjetJf 6a f r<Mjt£ *>«%" " Oh m&n, gP»jt|jr 
and pleasantly read your text to me.V 

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccix. Maurice O'Dugan lived near Benburb, in the County Tyrone; 
this year. He was author of the following poems, beginning 
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1. u glr^Y *>° tdblac 50 rooty mea»m»ac f ,f " Set your fleet in motion 
.cheerfully, .spiritedly." 

2. " Obi eogdn <xift bi-le d5df c/inrft cO/t mo btjne," " Owen was in a rage, 
and three on the man.' 9 

3. " pf/taoijt caitl Ci/te <t ceile pf/tced/tr;," " Erin has lost her lawful 
spouse." 

4. " p*6ki txi) Bedr) <t meat if cr<xi6 r 46 pdofaro," " Fodhla (Ireland) is a 
woman in decay, and her strength is gone." 

This author is also said to have been the writer of the Cool in, begin- 
«ing " Cifug tC6 jmyg <1 brtxML if gleuf Mm mo geaftjt&i, " Arise from thy 
seat, boy, and prepare my horse for me." 

The four last-mentioned poems I have not seen ; the first lines were 
communicated to me by a friend, but he does not mention the subjects on 
which they were written. 



A. D. 1662. 

cccx. In this year the Rev, Richard Plunkett, a poor Brother of the 
Franciscan Convent at Trim, in the county of Meath, wrote a Latin and 
Irish Dictionary, now in Marsh's library.—— There is also a copy in 
the library of Trinity College, Dublin. 



A. D. 166T . 



cccxi. In this year Richard Mac Giolla-Cuddy, or Archdrkin, an 
Irish Jesuit, printed at Louvain an Essay on Miracles, in English and 
Irish. He died about the year 1690. 
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A. D. 16T6. 

cccxii. Rev, Father Francis O'Molloy, a native of Meath, a Fran- 
ciscan Friar, and Lecturer in Divinity in the College of Saint Isidore, in 
Rome, published in that city, in this year, an Irish Catechism, under 
the title of " l<ScfuX» rtf Ccjtei6meac," or " Lamp of the Faithful," and in 
the following year he published in the same city his Irish- Latin Grammar. 
These books are scarce* but copies are to be found in the library of 
Trinity College. 



A. D. 1680. 

cccxiti. John O'Duimn, a Conaght poet, lived at this period. He 
was author of an elegy on the death of Gearoid, or Garrett, son of 
Teige O'Rody, and father of Teige oge O'Rody, who died on the 
second day of August, in this year, eighty-eight verses, beginning 
" C/tua£ <xd rnditfrof i <X/t rocucne bl/t," " Sad is this breach on the sons of 

It.* 
Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxiv. Carroll oge O'Dalt also lived at this period ; he was author 
of a Vision, consisting of twenty-eight verses, beginning " ?im leabrf 
djieip 60 f 4oilec*f pew d cerfct," " In my bed last night I thought with 
myself there came." 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 168L 

cccxv. Most Rev. Doctor Oliver Plunkett, B. C. Archbishop of 
Armagh, who was executed in London on the 1st of July in this year, 
upon a charge of high treason, of which he was completely innocent, 
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has left us a small poem, in the Irish language, on Tarah, where the 
ancient monarchs of Ireland held their court. This poem begins " 2t 
Chednxtyt ma fifog dob d/jaro ledc/' " Oh Tarah of the Kings, it was rare 
with you." 
Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1690. 

cccxvi. At this period flourished William O'Kiaran, a native of the 
lower part of Meath, bordering on Cavan. He was author of a poem, 
consisting of thirty-six verses, on the three Marys, i. e. Mary the mother 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and her two sisters, Mary the mother of James 
and John the Evangelist, and Mary the mother of Jacob and Mathias. 
This poem begins " Sagd/it 60 b\ ft*&> pilt," " There wag.a priest in. other 
times.'* 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary, 

cccxvii. At this time also flourished Owen O'Donelly, an Ukter 
Bard. He was author of the following poems : 

1. An elegy on the death of Brian, son of Colla M'Mahon, who died 
in Dublin, according to this poem* in the year 1600. It consists of one 
hundred and twenty versus, beginning " Cpom n& £<HpztXf* « lt%t Ch^o," 
" Sad these shoots, oh Leith Chukia." 

2. A poem, beginning " Ci^eac dam dig eiftge lae," Woeful <o me the 
rising of the day." 

3. One hundred and twenty verses, in answer to Dermod, son of Lewis 
Mac an Bhaird, who had praised the descendants of Ir, and set them up 
as superior to those of his brothers Heber and Heremon. This poem 
begins " If nip «» y serlfcc ceac6 6<* C15," •« Bad is this news that came 
to your house." 

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxvin. Teige O'Duinik lived about the time of the battle of the 
Boyne. He was author of a poem, consisting of sixty verses, beginning 



* If lerj liom leagdtJ »d bplai* if ,tw* bpwprtofle" " Sorrowful to me is the 
defeat of the princes and the true tibbillty," on the miserable state of 
the Irish, after being deserted by King James II. 
Copy 4n the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

fctcxix. At this time also flourished Dermod roe O'Muireadhaigh, 
W 0'MtrttiUY, author of a poem addressed to a Priest of the name of 
0'Phelan, who renounced the church and married a wife. This poem 
consists of thirty-two veipes, beginning €€ go ctyryS glrthf Cf fran *n 
zf aogccil 5c(r) f 51c," " Quickly pass on from this worldly sleep, without 
delay, 
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cccxx. At this time flourished Dbrmod, son of Lewis Mao an Bhaird, 
& native of the county of D*wn, He is said to h&ve written tnany fwems, 
but the two following are the only pieces of his composition that have 
come under our observation. 

1 . A poem in praise of the descendants of lr, son of Milesius, sixty- 
eight verses, beginning " 31 Cbo^mrfie, ctjrowg <xo t6\fa" €< O Cormac, 
remember the right." 

% A A Elegy on the supposed death of Teige O'ltody , one hundred 
and forty verses, beginning "fioftcjicwS b f GifHnb-v*$Uf CbdiBg," "Un- 
feigned grief to Erin is the journey of Teige." 

The subject of this poem : — Teige O'Rody, having left Fiodhnach, in 
the county of Leitrhn, his paternal inheritance, in the year 1689, and 
removed into the cofcitty of Clare with bis family, it Mns generally re- 
ported through the lower Conaght and Ulster that he was dead, although 
he lived for some years afterwards. On hearing this report, Mac an 
Bhaird wrote the Elegy above mentioned ; from the last rann but one of 
which it appears that it was written in the year 1691. 

Copies of these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 
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A. D, 1696. 

cccxxi. At this time flourished Patrick og Mac ah Bhaird, author of 
the following poems : 

1. A description of Fiodhnagh of Maighrein, in. the present county 
Leitrim, the ancient patrimony of the O'Rodys, and an eulogium on 
Teige, son of Garrett OTlody, chief of his tribe, one hundred and 
thirty-six verses, beginning " 31 p/t i<xif 6*1 Cbftf teChi^" " Oh man, who 
travelled over the country of Conn," (Ireland). 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary*. 

2. On Donogh, son of Maelmuire M'Sweeny, one hundred and eighty- 
six verses, beginning " Ctjd fioiM * wrfirarn Gifteda," " Part of the shares 
of Erin's trouble." 

Copy in the library of John M'Namara* Esq. 

cccxxn. At this time also flourished Iorn Ballagh O'Duigenan, author 
of an Epistle to Teige O'Rody,, twenty-eight verses, beginning €€ bedfi- 
tkbz rtxm 6 jiuit cjtokJe," " Blessing from me from the love of my heart." 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. ItOO. 

cccxxm. Conor 0>Coragan lived at the commencement of the 18th 
century. He was author of a vision, in verse, beginning " bo Bfoj* a ft£i|t 
xx oeul mo leabd," " I was last night sleeping in my bed." 

cccxxi v. At this time also lived the Father Thomas O'Clbry, Parish 
Priest of Kill Ann, in the county of Cavan, and author of the two poems 
following : 

1. A recipe* for the gout, forty-four verses, beginning' " Qlicue tfdro 6o 
£alajt," " Thy disease is known to me." 

2. An epistle to a friend, beginning " 6eijt mo ta$occ 50 Cowwhf ," 
" Bear my blessing to Thomas." 
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Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxxv. Thomas O'Conuga also lived at this time. He was author of 

a short poem in praise of the descendants of Ir> beginning " Cedjtc 

^ealfca 6ut/tacc rootasu" » 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxxvi. At this period also flourished Johk mar O'Raghallaigh, 
t>r O'Reilly, «on of Owen C16ragh O'Reilly, a respectable farmer in the 
▼illage of Crossarlough, on the borders of Lough Sheelan, in the county 
of Cavan. This writer was intended for the priesthood ; and for tbq 
purpose of education was sent, by his parents, to the county of Kerry, 
where he made great progress in the classics. On his return to the 
county of Cavan, having given- offence to sotoe person, he was waylaid, 
and attacked by six men, armed with bludgeons, one of whom he killed 
with a single blow, in his own defence. Though acquitted, by the law 
of the land, of the crime of murder, he was, by the canon law, disqua- 
lified for the priesthood. Unwilling io remain longer on the scene of his 
misfortune, he -returned to Kerry, and there married a young woman of 
the name of Egan, by whom he had Owen O'Reilly, a celebrated poet, 
of whom we shall hereafter speak. John mor was the author of several 
poems, which, but few years ago, were recited by the common people in 
his native county ; and it is said that copies of many of them are to be 
found in the county of Kerry. We have seen but one poem, the pro- 
duction of this author, in which he regrets his absence from his native 
soil. It begins " ^f pxba tiom nac zzewrn o lob lent 50 lot Siglw," 
" Tedious to me that I go not from Lough Lein to Lough S heel in." 

cccxxvn. At this time also flourished Teige an Gadhra Mac Egan, 
author of a poem against lying and flattering bards, forty-eight verses, 
beginning " 21 luc6 cumuj- b/teug fan 6dn," " Oh ye who form lies in 
verse.'* 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxxvm. Niall M'CANNADit, or M'K&nna, a native 6f the Fews, 
county of Armagh, a poet and musician, lived at this time. He removed 
to Mullaghcrew, in the county of Louth, where he is said to have com- 

e e 
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posed some poems and songs, of which we have been favoured with the 
first lines of a few, by a friend : 

1. " CDo Me fl&v 6tjrfe ffof a Cbjtiuca." 

2. " 5 lud, f ll0TO 5° heabz9 <k ieafc-gjttni b\ cectcc." 

3. " Qlwji betkf citjo, le d/t teigtf mo fiunf 

4. fli voed{ drofd peio, W bptb zu<rtt 6iol." 

He is said to be the author of the songs " Shfeela btekg ni Chomdfceaibh* 
an, or Little Celia Coftlaii/' and the " Old Triiigha." Thef words of 
these songs inby haVe beeii written by hito, but the music te certainly of 
an age long prior to his time. 

ijccxxi*. 'At' this time flourished Randal M'DonAld, a poet of the 
county of Donegal. Th# following first lines of so many pofetos toritten by 
him were sent to the compiler by bis friend, the late fiev. Paul O'Brien, 
but the subjects on Which they were Written are not mentioned; They 
begin 

1 . "3 cdpirn 'frig «* cfdlijf , « " Vltifc gfc Vf tthoe Cfiofc." 

2. " Cfte c-yjfle gdfl ctjfte le f Ktof <c f tjlc." 

3. " Oo gdeie <xcd txfi) df me pdB le ^eu/t-CTjftfe." 

4. "?l Cboi'fiftSecilBtfig ij'fWiU, blfafo'ikc tceu6." 

5. i'Oeifi bcalfate 50 ctfpai£ iidim f foy £<J' tijt Corwitt." 



A. D. 1T01. 

cccxxx. Peter, son of Fearfeasa, son 'of Mtititeeh^ttitin O'Maol- 
coniare, lived at this time, an elderly riianV He was the 'p6et of the 
O'Rody's, and author of the following poems : 

1. Two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning u ffaflfad fld hrtxtflt 
an eagnd," " Wisdom is the beauty of nobility," on the O'Rodys, 
tracing the ancestors of Teige, son of Garrett O'Rody, up to Ir, son of 
Milesius. By the concluding verses of this poem it appears that Fion- 
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guala (Penelope) daughter of Donogh, <soj* of John riahhach (swarthy^ 
son of John geimlioch (captive) M'Nanjar$, was the wife of Teige 
O'Rody. 

2. Sixty verses, beginning " Itjjiioc Cb/tioyx ptt coftxifc Cbdibg," " Ar- 
mour of Christ protect the feet of Teige," on Teige O'Rody being ill with 
the gout, in the month of March, 1696. 

3. Sixteen verses, beginning " Qi iif)eic ^ty^ 16 ** 5*<V S^ ™*" u Oh 
son of Garrett, of sincere speech," on Teige O'Rody's withholding his 
jpsual new-year's reward from the poet. 

4. On the marriage of Calbhach O'Maoileaghlainn with Mary, daugh- 
ter of Mahon, son of Donogh M'Namara, and niece of Teige O'Rody's 
wife, seventy-two verses, beginning " 2r Ddwm Cbjtiofc an cedr^alfo," 
" In the name of Christ, this league." 

This marriage was celebrated on the 7th of July, 1701, in the house 
of Teige O'Rody, where the bride was bred up from the eighth year of 
her age, ip 1692, until the day of her marriage. 

5. On the miserable state of the ancient Irish nobility, beginning 
" Cftrdg rod/v £q Cftedcab C/tfoc Ch*,*," €€ Alas, that the country of Conn is 
plundered." 

Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre- 
tary, 

cccxxxi. The Father Patrick O'Cuir&in also lived at this time. 
He w*j} t^tho? of a poem, consisting of eighty verses, on Teige O'Rody, 
beginning " beijtfcjfirji 6o'» r<xtf le an eagnd" " Wisdom is sister to nobility." 

Copy wit^i jthe Assistant Secretary, 

The Re*. Ppctor Q'Conor, in his catalogue q£ the Irish Manuscripts 
in the Marquis of Buckingham's library, at Stowe, mentions two other 
poems by this author, one written in the year 1726, and the other in 1734. 
We have not seen copies of them. 



a. d. im 

cccxxxu. At this period flourished William M'Carton, a poet, of 
Ulster extraction, though said to have been * native^f Munster. . The 
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The following lines, furnished by my friend the late Doctor O'Brien,, 
are the first of so many poems, or songs, written by him : 

1. " 5lo leo^an ml Coige Ula6,"— (written on 28th April, 1703.) 

2. " T?o ^tjtiocdb 6om pjtimjtii 'fbo pi do mo Idm." 

3. " 21 leabai/t 815 Zfi<i 60 6chl 6dm f t;lc ai|t priodife." 

4. " (Do peifi mo iu ji/teio> mo ttj/tye, mo leun, mo cjtedc." 



A. D. 1T04. 

■ • 

cccxxxui. Edmond O'Cassidy, a Conaght poet, flourished at this time. 
He was author of the following poems : 

1. Forty-eight verses in praise of Teige O'Rody, beginning " Ctt 6jtedm 
if jpetf jtft 9 m fhoib V>" " What tribe is better than the race of Ir." 

2. One hundred and four verses, beginning " Crijim comdijile te bid," 
" I receive counsel from God." The same subject as the foregoing. 

3. Twelve verses on the recovery of Elise, the sister of Teige O'Rody, 
from the small pox, in the month of June„ 1704. This small poem 
begins " Sldrj pi eijtge Clif e," " Hail to thy rising, Elise." 

4. One hundred and twenty verses, on the race of Ir, beginning " 006 
na imowd cjtitfll 50 CdrtJg," " More than often turn to Teige." 

Copies of the above poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre- 
tary, r 

Doctor O'Conor, in his account of the Stowe manuscripts, mentions 
another poem by this author, beginning " Cjtom zrbdifbe <xijt fiol Ccoltd." 

. cccxxxiv. At this time also lived Jeoffrey, son of Torlogh O'Rourke, 
author of four epigrams on Teige O'Rody, and his wife Fionguala, 
daughter of M'Namara. They begin 

1. " 21 r) bjitkob critipa uairn 6o\> cftioi, " The fragrant branch from me 
to the sage." 

2. " 2t» Cftaofc glaf ttf 6\bf\ 6 pedfttjb cjifc pciil," " The green branch is to 
you from the men of Fail's fair land." 

3. '.' 51 jraoi le.f5*oilxefy 5*6 »o6," " Oh sage, by whom every difficulty 
is dissolved." 
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4> " 31 c*;6 jtoiM 60 nd mrjdiB djt leic," " This share to the women, 
belongs." 
Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxxxv. At this time lived, far advanced in years, Teige, or Thadt 
O'Rody, of CrossAeld, in the county of Leitrim, Esq. the lineal repre- 
sentative of the O'Rodys, princes of the territory of Piodhnach Moy 
Rein. He was an excellent scholar, well skilled in the Greek and 
Latin languages, and intimately acquainted with the language, history r 
and antiquities of his native country; although the author of the 
Curiosities of' Literature represents him as one scarcely knowing his own 
language, and totally ignorant of all others. He was the intimate 
friend of O'Flaherty, author of the Ogygia ; and- also the friend and 
correspondent of Sir Richard Cox, author of the History of Ireland, as- 
appears by a memorandum at the head of one of the volumes of the 
Seabright collection of Irish MSS. now in the library of Trinity College.- 
He was a great patron of learning and men of science ; and to him the 
poets of his day devoted many of their best compositions, as is fully 
proved by the works of. several of those just now mentioned, and by 
others whose names are forgotten. We have not met with any of 
his compositions in Irish,, except a poetic* Epistle, in reply to that of 
John Ballagh O'Duigenan, mentioned at page ccii. O'Rody's Epistle 
.consists of fifty-six verses,, beginning "*Oirj te oeac a molts pew, "Sweet 
to a man is his own praise." 

A fine copy of this poem, as well as some of the Latin poems of 
author, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A/ D. 1106. 

ecoxxxvr. In this year the Rev. Father Francis Walsh, a Franciscan* 
Friar, and Lecturer in Divinity in the College of St, Anthony, at Lou vain,, 
wrote an Irish Vocabulary, in which the common words of the Irish lan- 
guage are explained by more ancient and difficult words. 

Copy in the collection of the. Assistant Secretary. 
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A. D. 1101. 

cccxxxvn. At this time lived the Rev. Father Anthony Cuilleak, a 
Franciscan friar, to whom we are indebted for the two following pieces : 

1. An epigram on Father Patrick Dairy's refusing entertainment to 
Father Bon. O'Cuillean, Provincial of the Order of St. Francis. This 
begins " Bfijtf tk&if n\ tfefywif ," " You have done, and you have not 
done." 

2. On the death of Hugh M'Dermott, who died at Shrule> in 1707, 
twenty verses*, beginning " |Sio/t bairn* 'nd heat* bom 3te6f4 ac6 clu," 
" There was not known, in his life of my Hugh, but report." 

Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary* 



•- 1* 



A. D. 1*08. 

cccxxxvm. At this time, and for some years after, lived the Rev. Father 
Paul M'Aodhagan, or M'Egan, a Franciscan Friar. In the general per- 
secution of the priests in the year 1708, he was confined in the Black-dog 
prison, at Corn-market, near Newgate. He wis atithor of the following 
poems : 

1. Forty verses, beginning "ledgers leoin &f be&cxxp effige," " Afflic- 
tions came, from which 'tis hard to rise," on the losses sustained by the 
Irish in their adherence to king Charles and king James II. 

2. Forty-four verses, in answer to the poem of John O'Neaghtan, <ht 
O'Norton, No. 4, page ccxiii. In this poem he desires his friend to repent 
of his faults, and amend. It was written on the twenty-sixth of February 9 
1708, and begins u Cjteall bot) Cfitjrje ma tig bdrjf &tb" " The space is 
short in which the world delights." 

3. A vision, twenty-eight verses, beginning "Stifling beagtftjt £i/ie 6o 
coodiftc me gtto go," " A small vision on Erin I beheld without a tie," 

4. The modus of Paul M'Egtfn, ' ftfty<»two verses, beginning ■« bu^fm 
b-qri sac l*c 4 fSflfytui," '* Woful to us each day's dispersion/ 4 «n the 
miserable state of the Irish, both clergy and laity. 
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6. Verses on the author's want of snuff, from his prison to his friend 
William Taaffe, beginning " O cjtiofcrKtti -gto\ f ntfoif -ymtjc, 35cm cf ondf , gtxn 
Cfetfn," " From the end without snuff, without pleasure or happiness." 
' 4L An epigram on a person of the name .of John Kelly, who had re- 
nounced the Roman Catholic reUgion^ and drew his swotrd an the author. 
This composition begins " COdf tXji 4toi6ioro ditwgefy cjiei&iofo," " If by a 
sword the faith is known." 

- Copies «tfaH rthese^and some fetteiSjof jthw^utJUo^Jn, Irish, are in 
ofi*he Assistant Secretary. 
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"• ttKrtxxi*;' <JkfttAt O^HEiSBioNikH lived at^this petiod. He was author 
*f the fallowing poems : 

1. Twenty-four verses, addre«sed 1 toTbHoghO , Donell, -on his coming 
id'DubKii, be^ritt^" thee to 
Dublin." 

2. Forty-four* Verse* «H*ie recovery -of the'Dfrkeof Berwick from a 
fit of sickness, begmmng « ^^^^\jte J b^f<p^l^ J( Chwie of joy to 
Itris^tf 1 ^Ireland)." 

4 *€opfea in ptesesston^tff 4h* Assistant Secretary. 

cccxl. At this time also lived the Bey*. Philjp Shady, known by 
the names of Parson Brady, and Philip Ministeir, a clergyman of the 
county of Cavan. He was a. man of great wit, a good scholar, and 
particularly well versed in the language of his country. Many of his 
epigrama and witty sayings, and some short poems of his composition, 
are recited by the common people in the counties of Meath and Cavan, 
which it is to be wished some competent persons would commit to 
writing. He translated into Irish some of those Sermons which were 
published by Richardson in 1711. 

Copies of some short poems of his writing, particularly one addressed 
to Torlogh O'Carolan, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 
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A- D. 1T12. 

cccxli. Fiachra M'Brady, a witty school-master, of Stradone, in the 
county of Cavan, and a tolerably good poet, lived in this year, as appears 
by .some of his poems. 

He was author of the following pieces : < 

1. A humorous poetical description of his travels, beginning " J^dc 
rjtuag hbfe cfopbe, gac buttofieaS 6cc bz&plfui" " Do you not- grieve, my 
friends, for the troubles that befel." 

2. A vision, beginning u Cbowiiftc me dialing dift wo ledbd mdji 60 ciprj becm," 
" I saw a vision on my bed, as if I saw a woman/ 

The first of these poems was published in the Anthologia Hibernica 
for October 1793, and in the same Magazine for December 1793, was 
published a translation of it into English, in the same measure as the 
original. In the same month was published number 2, with a promise of 
a translation, but it was never published. 

3. A confession of his faults, beginning " fy'uxm 6i6rouf, tyif iw <f doijte 
bit 6omr)c^!5, ,, " I indulge in pride, 1 break the holidays and Sabbath." 

Copies of these, as well as some smaller poems and songs by the same 
author, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

Three more poems by M 4 Brady were in possession of the late Doctor 
O'Brien, the first lines of which he communicated to the compiler, but 
did not mention the subjects on which they were written : 

1. €€ Imtido fiilze 6^c mo 6dil." 

2. " 1f piofdc 60 tyiocaifc potita* 

3. f€ ^f cjtwroTjyjedc yirje an 6/teiro »<X fl&jtedf ." 

cccxlii. Aodh, or Hugh Mac Gown an, of Glengoole, in the county of 
Leitrim, author of the Plearaca na Ruarcach, or Revelry of O'Rourke, 
flourished at this period. Dean Swift published a verse translation of 
this poem from a literal translation into English, made purposely for 
him. A fuller, and better translation into English verse, from the 
original, was published in Dublin, ' about thirty years ago, by a neglected 
genius of the name of Wilson. This poem begins " piefySccc n<* 
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ftrtycdc * cctjnroe tjle tftyne/, " The revel-rout of the O'Rourks is in 
the memory of all men. 9 ' 
Copies are common in the hands of every Irish scholar- 
He also wrote a poem on losing his horse at a time that he. went into 
the county of Roscommon, to woo the daughter of O'Duigenan. This 
poem consists of twenty-four verses, beginning a '2l gbetty/tdw le'jt toll- 
edf mo jrecfyc," " Oh Garran, by whom I have lost my love.? 
Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxliii. James M'Cuairt, or Courtney, commonly called Dall 
M'Cuairt,. a native of Criamhthan, in the county of Louth, flourished 
at this time.. He was author of ' the following songs and poems : 

1. On Brian O' Byrne's horse, Punch,, beginning " O'peajtjr bom &apfi&n 
&bftuxif> t, bbpoiri," " I wish I had Brian O' Byrne's horsed 

2. Two hundred and ten verses on the battle of Aughrim; and <the 
death of Somhairle M* Donald, beginning " San G4c6fit;ii) tfii-diji 4z<k\b w 
commntf,* " In A ugh rim of Slaughter, there are found/' 

3. On a great match of football played at Slane, on the- banks of 
the Boyne, between the young men of the counties of Meath and Louth, 
eighty-eight verses,, beginning " Qd haigerfircd Cftoitieaibujl mo roacnaigfi 
H))iof ,'' " High-spirited, courageous, were my friends above." 

4. On the merits of Christ, and the salvation, of man, one hundred- 
verses,, beginning " 1f claoutee imp Sltidro jie »d clarjuiij," " Adam entailed 
destruction on his children," 

5. On the Blessed Virgin Mary, one hundred and seventy-six verses,, 
beginning " 3 fclad ma pprajodjta 9 fa n3liH5pal,V " Garland of the 
Patriarchs and' the Angels.'* 

6. Addressed to Torlogh O'Carolan, on his return to Meath from 
Conaght, eighteen verses, beginning " &<t milium) ££45 fiUzeiib,. 6^uf 
Cpedbba wgedn Cabac" " Twelve millions of welcomes to you, from the 
mansion of Meave, daughter of Eochaidh." 

T. Twenty verses on the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ; beginning 
« 2t &fjoe oafc letft 6tjc cpeabza 0^0161 6» bM," " Oh man, who from 
blindness seest not the wounds of his heart." 

8. Fifty-two verses addressed to our Lord Jesus Christ; beginning 
" 1d|t|t((in) 6o betfrjtf&u &xy) pei^," " I beseech thy blessing without anger." 

f f 
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9. A stiiall poem beginning u fade wle pedede bote gd» t^eo!/^ 
" Every poor sinner without a guide." 

10. In praise of ^tnd ui CDhcic ten g<i6<to, or Nancy Smith, forty-eight 
"heroes, beginning "if midrj ledtofd tjtitcz; tfijt fgeife nd mw," "I desire to 
treat on (he beauty of the woman." 

- 11. A song, beginning " 3t Ccjiidrntdn fiof ded mo mid*/' " In Creeviti 
below is my desire." 

12* A song on Rose O'Reilly, beginning " Sf mo ft&f bh^ifffeut bon 
ff6f\ r?agdllaig/' '« She is my Rose<^f Brefny, of the race of O^Reilly." 

The following first lines of so many different poems, or songs, were 
communicated to the compiler, from memory, by his friend, the late 
.Doctor O^Bjrien : 

13. « ei6ijt 6* riff cdilpfcdft me cWtffce." 

14. « Cbttill me 1**' fm^pcewneaotan mo fwxfcdif . p 

*«.-" '(Ootid ftofg, mo tifc fttO>ti|fc, mo 65 fchforiedb ttift gdfc «bdfl> * 

16. " 71 ftmJjtdig, Mc ecltjo xd <tt) «o4." 

17. " Cti f<S3t;d bdite, budlt*6j Hig dftdfctf6 lettc go pmft-t*g." 

18. <* CjuaS eigcioo gdfc rlfte, tidifle ^ijiioij dip bibi/cc " 

19. " police dguf ptteWu lt*t)dfant>." 

20. « COo iupdf 50 CiAlttc o ODeai." 

21. " f*x6 buajiiit tuditi *mo fudiq d jtfrfi 60m.' ,, 

22. " Ce od& mdir if tetojt bom od ledfcdijt' fj^onhlgje.* 

23. " 51 fceaccdipe ieib 50 pedjtjtdn <tt» CDfyougfte." 

24. " Vd/t jrdb ud gdjtt*, »o gftedbAb tdm. n ! 

25. " ftfitte 60*0 ear> if bfije dift tydotf." 

26. " 21 B<Sm a bitf dig bogd bedftg." 
'27. u Cuji C/it;5}ed6 <tijf- 60 ^rlud^gt:e. ,, 

. /B8. " 91 tu\fc W jreile, Cd*fi gab »'£fttte," 
29. * c f^ftl tdgdi/t o^m d /tig »d jtffij." 

Copies of the first "ten poems are in the collection of the Assistant 
Secretary. It is much to be regretted that the remainder, -and some 
others that we have seen, are not collected, and deposited in some 
'public library. They are possessed of much poetic merit. 
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A. P. H13. 

cccxuv. Francis Nugent, a native of Mullingar, in the county of 
Westineath, lived at this time. He was author of two short poems 
addressed to Father Paul M'Egan. 

Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. H14< 

cccxlv. Thomas O'Conduibh, a native of the county Clare, lived at this 
time* He was author of a poem on the death of Donogh O'Loghlainn, 
of Burren, who died this year, sixteen verses, beginning " Oftfcfta, bedfa 
bdHtaS &xoiro, O'loclairi d ccjie firtce 9 79 " Sorrow, tears, gentle Donogh 
O'Loghlainn in the clay is stretched." 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1T15, 

cccxlvi. John O'Neaghtan, or Norton, lived at this time in the county 
of Meath, a man much advanced in years. He was author of many 
original pieces, and translated several others from the Latin language 
into Irish. Amongst his works are to be found the following : 

1. A poem of forty verses, beginning " 3lf cjtow 60 co6l* CPbtjfte 
wxiift," " Heavy is thy sleep, Oh glorious Mary." By a memorandum 
prefixed to this, it was written shortly after the battle of the Boyne, 
when the author was deprived of all his property by the English soldiers, 
except one small Irish book, which they left with him, because they 
could not read it 

2. Sixty-four verses on the imprisonment of the Rev. Doctor Patrick 
O'Donelly, a Roman Catholic Bishop, beginning " Olc do f 5C11I 60' 
f 5*011 <t dc," " Bad is the story reported yesterday." 
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3. " Forty-four yerses, on the imprisonment of Father Paul M'Egan, 
and five other priests, beginning u 21 f edjtc if afif dec 5^6 f aoii, w " Oh 
love and delight of every sage." 

4. * c Forty-eight verses, beginning " Cbugdf bujc to'tjU driydic," " I 
gave you all my love," on the affection he had for Father Paul 
M'Egan, to whom he here confesses his faults. This was written in 
February 1708. 

5. Forty verses, on forgetting his gloves in the Dominican chapel 
of Cook-street, Dublin, beginning " 21 clidp fin jrjtdib nd scocaiftig," 
" Oh ye Priests of Cook-street." 

6. Sixteen verses, lamenting the expulsion of Father Paul M'Egan 
from the Chapel of Thomas-street to Kilmainham, beginning " Za na 
6tylc dig foxpab 6iIiot5," " The elements are pouring a flood." 

7. Verses in reply to Father Paul M'Egan's verses, No. 5, page ccix, 
beginning " 31 n pol bd firje n* fifcf e, if ba cea» bo iley," " The Paul 
that was elder than thou art, and was head over clergy." 

8. On the pride and ostentation of the English, and the weakness and 
dejection of the Irish, forty-four verses, beginning, €€ 2lr> 4/ifoc f o but* 
udoroid if br6 peite edit," " This country that was so holy and so ge- 



nerous." 



9. Against some of the clergy who had gone to Mullingar to take the 
oath of abjuration, forty-eight verses, beginning " bd pedft bed^ if 
piobdifie," " Twelve men and a piper." 

10. On the generosity of Father Paul M'Egan, sixteen verses, begin- 
ning " Qln CdijtDedc 60 fcjtorj K>Mfi," " The priest who gave his coat." 

11. On the clergy that were imprisoned for their religion in the Black- 
dog, forty-eight verses, beginning " Cabdijt mo Sedrjacc d pftipeiji," " Bear 
my blessing, oh paper." 

12. On the vanity of the world, seventy-two verses, beginning " baof 
if leime if tjjteaf tfdid ceille," " Folly, simplicity, and want of sense." 

13. On the diversity of tastes and opinions, thirty-six verses, begin- 
ning " Cd Crdc 'neif wdec ?lf ail," " The Cuckoo listens to an ass." 

14. Sixteen verses, in answer to Father Paul M'Egan, beginning " 2(» 
idoUuS rait 60 prdjtdf ," " The praise which I received from thee." 
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15. On tbe sea-fight between the English and French, and the ship- 
wreck of the English Admiral, Sir Cloudesly Shovel, after the engage- 
ment, seventy-two verses, beginning " 60 bjivf mojtz&liu mo Slrdydifc." 

16. One hundred and thirty-six verses, written during the author's 
courtship with Una, or Winifred O' Brian, (to whom he was afterwards 
married), inviting her to a walk to hear the chorus of the birds. This 
poem begins " Tiabprpi pan ccoill tatc," " I would go to the woods with 
thee." 

17. Twenty-four verses, written after the death of Una O'Brian, be- 
ginning " Cbu5 me f efyc mo ilcib ymo gfttai," " I gave the love and affec- 
tion of my heart." 

18. On the death of Catherine Cruise, wife of Teige O'Naghten, and 
mother to Father Peter O'Naghten, of the Society of Jesus, twenty 
verses, beginning « Cdrcjtiud m Ceoijuf an 6i$bean buf *hlle," " Catherine 
Cruise, the young woman who was beautiful." 

19. On the banishment of the clergy, forty-eight verses, beginning 
" COo bitfi 50 ueujjcu), mo leu* if mo Cfid6f " My deadly loss, my woe, my 
affliction." 

20* On the death of Mary, queen of James the Second, fifty-two 
verses, beginning " pdt ed^nac mo Ueojt 6^5 &xo6U\b pa bf%6n," " The 
grievous cause of my tears has left the Irish under affliction." 

21. A song, consisting of three ranns, or stanzas, of eight lines each, 
beginning " Stf» 5a rod/tttfWc, l3n 60 idpjtcandto," " Lasting health, full 
of charity." 

22. On the accession of King George the First, sixty-eight verses, be- 
ginning " 2ln peati na bCoppd palzetb." 

23. Thirty-six verses, addressed to Ireland, beginning " Q06ji 60 cijji 
if 60 c#w," u Great is your fatigue and your amercement." 

24. Instructions to his nephew Aodh, or Hugh O'Neaghtan, twelve 
verses, beginning " SdoHzeaji lirje £Uji mlpe %pn tttjt6 1 an p<Jic," " It is con. 
sidered by us that drunkenness is madness without pleasure." 

25. Epistle to a friend in Dublin, forty-four verses, beginning " (Do 
bedriabc ledc a piiipefjt," " My blessing with thee, oh paper." 

26. On the upstart race that had gotten possession of the estates and 
properties of the ancient inhabitants of the country, one hundred and 
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ntty-six verses, beginning " <at> ofpeift ftxkn ft* ctf uuujt/ « lue old cooper 
and the tailor*" 

27. Answer, to father Paul Mac Eg&o, sixteen veqses, begj nuiiig . " 9(n 
fcetfijdcc mdip jto ^r&jutf ," " The salutation that I received froni thee." 

28. On the Duke of Berwick, forty verses, beginning " Opdc buatk* »<f 
Scat," " Victorious hand of the battles." 

29. A poem in imitation of .those attributed to Ossian, twelve hundred 
and ninety-six verses, beginning " Stj6 pjujm f iof d pMt6jttj5," €€ Sit jffth 

me,, Ob Uatrisk." 4 

30. Ainglipta s addres* to Goll Mac Morna, twenty-eight veree^ ^gin- 
ning " goill roojttialdc M mboftb mbeajtc," " Triumphant Goll, of mighty 
deeds." 

31. Another address to Goll, by, Aingljota, sixty-four verses, beginning 
" Cm cdfgdfi *n;cecffi, " Who wounds the head.'' . 

32. A poem, beginning " l( cumtfg liom mtedtc c^gety," " Grievous to 
me, is the departure of the five." . 

33. A poem, beginning " &4otjact>, Cfuoifttt, CptttilM," " Humanity, 
Prudence, Devotion." 

34. Forty-four verses, beginning " So, tf rf> f Uftrce CDJ)05<*ri IfWjs" 
" Here's to the health of powerful Moggy.* 

35. A poem, beginning "Ciifa 51011a na meifge," " Thou servant of 
drunkenness." 

36. A poem, beginning " 2tij poif e<$ ihrjtieac 50 cifee," " The grateful 
lark certainly." 

37. On seeing his wife, Una or Winifred O'Brian, in a dream, after her 
d^ath, one hundred and eight verses, beginning " £>lwtif <* fcchf Xffi4i 
9 fbeifi me leac,". " Come soon, oh death, and take me with you*" 

38. Aingliotta to lollan, " O 1olUun m^tfi o« ppe<ific." 

39. Three hundred and forty-four verses, beginning " bo fci lufcdjt- 
^jioirj mdc lobijf ," a There was Ludarcroinn M'Lobe." 

40. Forty-eight verses, beginning " H luf irxi, mile mdlltfcr o/tr/' " Oh 
Lucina, a thousand curses on you !" 

41. The thanksgiving of the people of Tom M'Lobe, thirty verses, 
beginning " Otjbedcdf leif tin iMiaifi,* " Thanks to the mother." 

42. Ninety-six verses on the lamentable state of the ancient Irish, 
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beginning " 21 raif le fiijtioj) j-etyc *po cum/' " Oh jiobles of Erin, love of 
my heart/' 

43. A Fenian Tale in prose, written in the year 1717, beginning " bo 
h f lorj cailmtfteafac 9 " " Fionn of mighty valour was." 

44. History of Edmond O'Clery, a fictitious story, written, it would 
appear, for the purpose of turning into ridicule persons learning the 
English language. This tale abounds with genuine humour. 

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary. 
■ This author also translated many of the Church Hymns, from the 
Breviary, into Irish verse. . > . 

Copies of the poems from No. 8, to No. 28, inclusive, are in the library 
of William Monck Mason, Esq. Copies of most of those, and of* all the 
r^st, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

cccxlvii. Thomas O'Clery, a poet of the county of Cavan, lived at 
this time. We do not know but he may jbe the same -as Rev. Father 
Thomas O'Clery, of whom we gave some account under the year. 1700. 
fie was author of the following poems : { 

1. An elegy on the death of Aodh, or Hugh, son of Jolp* O'Reilly, 
forty verses, beginning " t>o4&U anChcban * btatr," " Cm van has lost her 
blossom." 

2. Twenty verses, on Roiy M'Mahon, chief of Oirgial la, .being routed 
by an old woman of the name of O'Reilly, armed with a distaft This 
poem begins " Iff bd ^atb ttrfydig (115 cofitjgwcc cjtcdc," €i On a day that 
Rory was in pursuit of prey." 

Copies iii possession of the Assistant Secretary. 



AD 1120. 

it * 

cccxltiii. At tins time flourished the Rev. Owftt 0*&eeffe, a native 
of the county of Cork, who, before he was ordained a priest, presided 
for some years at the Bardie assemblies held annually at Charleville, in 
that county. He was nuthor of the following poems, and some others, 
to which we cannot now refer : ... * 
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1. Fifty-six verses on the death of his son Arthur, who, like himself, 
was in holy Orders. This elegy begins " ?to z&n Mc pdicim f.etXfi" " When 
I do not see a man." 

2. On a visit io a friend at Bathkeale, beginning CjutfUdiro for} go " az 
CJwtdil," " I proceed to Bathkeale." 

Copies in the library of John M'Namara, Esq. 

3. On the battle of Aughrim, beginning " QUji ccjtedfjjdftdtf a i)Cdc6jti;TO 
to f fol dbi)*," " On the destruction in Aughrim of Heber's race." 

4. A poem, beginning " CUo &;«$», mo mllea6\ nfcnueif , mo teifn go hiian" 
" My grief, my destruction, my sorrow, my lasting distress." 

Copies of these two latter poems were in the library of the late Her* 
Paul O'Brien. 

% 

i 

cccxlix. William O'Brien, Great-grand-father to the late Bey. 
Paul O'Brien, Irish Professor in the College of Maynooth, lived at this 
time. He was a native of the county of Clare, but having married the 
sister of Betagh of Moynalty , in the county of Meath > he settled in that 
county. He was author of the following poems : 

1. On the going of his brothers-in-law, John and William Betagh, to 
France, in the year 1720, beginning u 21 0&i<fbcdi£ an zf euj if od i^gmic 
jug 50 wSji." 

2. On the same subject, beginning " Ofjjtiro Id lew opz ftpe roedlwig." 

3. On his wife, the daughter of Betagh, beginning " 2to \obaxfl rifte 
ant ft, an tflfV if faU f yjuati." 

4. On the death of his wife> beginning " 1f dgdm <L Bu> an fipeiji been 60 
6cif e pi;6 an «5fteir). 

cccl. James ban M'Namara, the near relation of the last-mentioned 
writer, accompanied him from Munster, and settled with him in the county 
of Meath. On the departure of thejr friends, the Betaghs, from Ireland, 
M'Namara wrote two poems, of which we here give the first lines : — 

1. a Cjteac mo cjioi6fe pfojt-4l<6j GiBi/t^ 

2. " b'lwtig dp Tjuaif le, wo Drdip, cfy bdana" 

Copies of the poems of these two writers were in the library of Bey. 
Paul O'Brien. 



ccxa 



A. D. mi. 

cccli, John, son of Philip Q'Fearghaoilb, or O'FARRELLYof Mullqgh, 
in the county of Cavan, lived at this time. He was author of a valuably 
work called u Seducdf dr?63 bhjieipne," or ? History, of the two Brefnys,'* 
which his wife, in 9 fit of jealousy, committed to the flames ; part of it, 
however, was saved, and is still extant. He also wrote some poems, of 
yhich we here give the first lines : 

1. On his wife burning his book, beginning " ?l leafeaijt »d ftub fetui- 

2. On jealousy, " fli cobldrj dr> bofcEpMto, fc^jugnftif d Ciib eirj curoain " 

3. Beginning w J*li jtdib txbal aift geuc 00 f roeujt tii/i 6ld6 od ntyiitif" 

4. Beginning «« Cct c6ip-6ltto§ cay f fo/t-tiedf txt£ ttite au §/tido 

5. Begins " 21 pig W cjttjije, dn cum firje 60 Ug-£ldoiicu> 
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A. D. 1722. 

ccclii. John. O'Neill lived at this period, lie was a native of 

* 

Tullagh-O-Meath* near Carlingford, and author of some poems said 
to possess much merit, I have tfeen favoured by my friend, Doctor 
O'Brien, with the first lines of three of %m, which, he could repeat 
from memory : 

1. " Cjieb e 60 curodo hfki) fjtojL" 

2. " Cd f doite f leitee Cdtdift Im gdo doiltoedf gdrj gdijie." 

3. " ?l Cbvlltfig 1 CObedi, Cdd e do gjtrdpf e ope." 
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A. D. 1125. 

cccLiii. Brian duff, son of Turlogh, son of John O'Reilly, a native 
of Strad :H:, in the county of Cavan, flourished at this period. He was 
author of the following productions : 

S S 



1. A romantic tale, in verse ami prose, called ** C&bcpd meic iw atfocom- 
atfiple, " Adventures of the son of Bad-counsel." 

There is a copy of tj&is Tale in the libhtry df frin% College, cm* E. 
#b. 4; another in ine library of John ifc'ftainara, && and another in 
the collection of the Afisis&nt Secretary; 

2. A v&idn, ninety-six verses, fcegmnirig «£d bfof U .dfp fttfibtft £* 
6edcpdc oeu,itfc,* * 1 was ohe4ay,in the morning, severely AnHcted." 

A friend of the compiler's has . furnished him witn the ftftft fines of *#* 
other poems : 

3. 21 ludc <Uf5J6/Co^6ij) 3tH>«m ttgdf it cjt«to& «d f«B." 

4. 21 £ujtan> iwt /uuug, beift bua6 gac b<hjte. w 

Copy of jfo. 2 is in ike collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1926. 

* 

cccu v. A poet and musician 'ftflied fcotiA vac Shbah, or John sow, a 
ri&iVe of Mbiffrie, in the tatinty of ftdwrie* fleutfcfeud at 4hfe fame* The 
late Bft. FaM OByie^, wlro waa a ffirSsf Jfiag«#me rff th* foeiry and 
language 'of fife IWutftry, ftirtffch<id th6 ttfttnpHef with tin Ural fewa «rf 
& pdente cttmftdsea fty'th* author i 

L " Sliji flmfe an 2toiBnedf xa mo nHdijfd." 

2. " CDo nrdipfe iW an j* .ptajitfiS jgaV tooV* 

3. « Qlig out go l)<»te-«tect-ctia« 4*fc* 

4. « COa ieio Cu « m,i6tiiit foewfc.* 

6. «' 31 »&u» « roif Coitie dig iroeaU iw C/whge." 

He is also said to be ihe acultot &T the aong called ** Molldubh am 
gleatma." 

9 ccclv. Owe« O'Raghallaigh, or O'Reilly, son of John owr O'Reilly, 
of* whom We gave some account uridfir ine year I'VOfr, flourished also at 
this period, lie was an opulent rain, much celebrated for his wit and 
talents, and resided at Sliabh Luachra, in the cdultfy- of tUfty. Ifte fc 



said to have written many poems,, copies of which are numerous all through 

the province of Munster, though but few of them have come under our 

observation. The following are all that we can at present refer to : 

1. A reverie $r yfcloji, j^JMMflff " tyf <&%*9 *> jf#fV*iftf cffff fV$e f 
4 maijgjneaf * 

^ Thirtyrtjro vei^es, be$iwM/?£ " £w£ $ffj£ \{ W#&* \{ pWgW £<» 
Ui$io f » 

3. A translation from the l^at^i $f JOo&ffo Bi^9P pf ¥*&*f?& (description 
of Ireland, sixteen verses, beginni^ « %\fp> $*)*> ,4 #fcpi* f*n #pi*p wu f> 

Copies of the above poems are in the possession of the Assistant Se- 
cretary, as also an imperfect copy of a description of a shipwreck, which 
this author was witness to on the coast of Kerry. Th» poem has much 
merit ; we give one rann as a specimen of the rest :• 

* bob edgiKtc limjtr nd tijte fte Mojt-fiutfttfft, 
" Cpqdb M votfe fi e j^tn*«> #5409 QfW&fy 
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of those lines : 
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" The roaring flood resistless force displayed, 
u Each vhitUog Wast ihe soling (Hiiyes sway'^ 
" The vessel burst ! alas ! the crew she bare, 
" Scream'd ia the deep, and juipk t^ii^e 00 n^areJ^ 

ccclvi. At this period also flourished Pfctup G'Kw^lt, a poetic ge- 
nius of the county of Cavan. He was author of a poeni, consisting of 
ninety-six verses, in praise of Miss Peggy Deane, a young lady of Galway, 
This poem has a good deal of merit, it begins " u 6'ajtataf a ccdtcty w 
BartSe," " One day that I was in the city of Galway." 
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A. D. 1T30, 

ccclvii. At thi6 tiine lived Brian rdbhagh O'Clery, a fiative of Moy- 
bologue, in the county of Cavan. 

Rev. Doctor O'Brien supplied the compile* with {he first lines of two 
poems composed by this author. 

\. « Cd 60 bfiaige gedl 5<tf> <tit>Beil.* 
-2. « 51 ctfibdftfd 6edodt6 berjte.'* 



A. D. It 34. 

ccfcLvni. Patrick Lindon, of the Fews, county Armagh, lived at ihfe 
period. He was author of several songs that are much admired. ^ Like 
most of the poets of his day, the principal part of his compositions depend 
only 6n memory for their preservation. . It is much to be regretted that 
they are not committed to writing, whilst they are yet to be had. The 
following are the first lines of so many songs of this bard's-, which ar£ 
all that we can now rfecollect :— . 

1. " CPoibim pedf Vd 6n 4m{o 50 Wnbfi/t 6c* carcauS m tfif " 

2. " J^d le»5 60 pun le Sdoitf." 

3. " J*!dc die <t n6f -means d glac fib T26v( mc d Ohdijib drj tx c&x%* 

4. " 1o5edr> deaf w mbin-c\ac if ufbe iotkx lige bpr dec*" 
- ^5. " OlfUbfti fV&Mncc tk fcfidige if 5I615U cjtui." 

6. " Cjte ctjf te 5^0 tutjf le te f xWf d ffjlc*" 



A. D. 1*36. 

ccctix. Feakdorch* O'Farrely, of Mullagh, fcbunty of CaVai*, 
mrished at this time. He was author of several poems and songs, of 
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^rhich we are now able to collect no more than the four, of which the 
following are the first lines : ••*••■ 

1. « Sir&Hl n>* cvjg coige ntt pfcld, if dn C0bi6e 5<*» icltff.* 

2. €€ Ctfil 66 mo medjtbull Ddb roe Bi6 roty Cbea/t&aU." 

3. " Obiti me 15 6edf etj^irj tfijt malditi ddibiyj Stondig," * 

4. " Oeijt berate rdirt) f lof go telle rx* ccjufob." 



ccclx. Torlogh, or Terencb O'Carolan, a celebrated poet and mu- 
sician, died on Saturday, the 25th of March, in this year* Some accounts 
of the life of this bard have been published, by different authors, but all 
are erroneous, so far as relates to the place of his nativity, and «ome cir- 
cumstances belonging to the early part of his life. The biographers of 
O'Carolan say, " He was born in the village of Nobber, in the county of 
" West Meatb, on the lands of Carlanstown, which were wrested from 
" his ancestors, by the family of the Nugent*, on their arrival in this 

" kingdom, in the reign of Henry IL" " He must be deprived of 

" sight at a very early period of his life, for hie remembered no im- 
" pression of colours " In these two short extracts there are nearly as 
many falsehoods as lines ; and yet these errors have been repeated 
in a fiistory ef " Irish Worthies" lately published in London. This 
is inexcusable in an editor who had the means of obtaining better infor- 
mation. It would be a deviation from the plan hitherto pursued in 
this work, to give a circumstantial account of the life of any writer 
mentioned in it, but as the name of O'Carolan is known all over Europe, 
as a musician, it must be gratifying to his numerous admirers to 
know the real place of his nativity, &c. This the writer of .this work 
is enabled to do, from his own knowledge of the Spot on which the bard 
was born, and from the communications of his friend, the late Rev. Paul 
(I)' Brien, the great-grand-nephew of O^Cafrblaih. 

Torlogh O'Carolan, then, was not born in Nobber, nor is Nobber on 
the lands of Caiionstown; nor is Caflonsfown in the county ol'West- 
raeath ; neither did the Nugent* ever wrest those lands frotia the ancestors 



tf O'Carolan • war wai he deprived of sight sq e*rly in life W to have 
recollection of colours.' Nobber is a small town in the £WH)ty of JE<w{-; 
meath, on the estate of Lord Gorman$b>W9, «md near pjne miles fr?m 
Carlanstown, a village i* the same cwnty* on the etiate of Sk Henry 
Meredyth, two miles from Kellp, and diatoot at le*$t ten or twelve mile* 
from the nearest part of the county of Weslme^th, pavj&g shewn where 
our bard was not born, let us proceed to facts, and show where he really 
was born. 

Torlogh O'Carolan, the son of John O'Carolai*, an industrious 
farmer, was born in the year 1679, in the «mall village of Oaile wd6, or 
Newtown, in the parish of Kilmainham Wood,, three miles and a half 
from Nobber, and seven miles from Carlanstown. At a proper age he 
was sent to school to Cruisetewn, a village in his own neighbourhood, 
and not in the county of Longford, as erroneously asserted by some of his 
biographers. Here he formed an early acquaintance with Miss Bridget 
Cruise* of the respectable family of that name, from idiom the village 
-and the adjoining towaland are called ; and here commenced that tender 
attachment which he afterwards manifested to her in the first, and some 
others of his poetical and musical compositions. On entering the fifteenth 
year of his age he was seized by the small-pox, in Which it was the rfU 
of Providence that he should lose his sight* Hence rt is evident that 
he could not be ignorant of the difference in colour?, and that he might 
have formed tolerable ideas of Ireatity, which afterwards served fym in' 
his description of those persons that he celebrated in his vejrsegu 

The musical compositions of O'Carolan are numerous, and his poetic 
pieces were not much less so. Of the first, no complete collection has beep 
yet published, and but lew of the latter have been committed to writing. 
Not above forty years ago, hundreds of persons were to be found in the 
lower part of the county of Meatb, and in other places, who could singj 
or repeat from memory, innumerable songs composed by O'Carolan ; 
but that generation is gone, and the poetry of O'Carolan is forgotten; 
The following imperfect catalogue gives the first lines of all his 
that we have .seen written, or can now recollect. 

1. On Miss Bridget Cruise, beginning " 31 bhjtipb bcuf<X£ vf 6tj^ mo 
heufifd," Oh well-iaught Bridget, to you my verse Jbeloqgp. 1 
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ttxti 

2. On Bridget Cruise, * Cd A<t cSttfc* pe«j< S*fe*/' ** IPhere are a 
hundred brave men." 

3. On Cathaoir M'Cabe, beginning M Kai 60 ieififte fSw ojit," * The 
reward of your own ail. oh yotf ." 

4. A song, beginning ** If brdjtctf le fed], cd do tdofc fo o'Sft ttfUffli" 
41 there is trouble for a While on this side of the earth," 

5. On Grace Nugent, " If wutij liom zptkbc ai/i bkui od fiw*," " I wish to 
irefct oh the bfotllam of tthttene*** 

6. On Mrs. Nugent, " Cjw cefeim pew fW;t 50 Jtftftyinfltfe «H f«*l fo," 
4 Wh«Jn I go to westward to WestmeatheJ this time,'* 

7. On Con O'Neill, " go bpuac lot tGmtut a glrdif Me «ftf tf ,* " Td 
Hie verge of Lowgh Ntttgh as I Wandered la* right." 

8. His receipt, « CO«<f Off t# flirt 00 ttf/dcatf *e," « If sfckoesi or 
health happen to me." 

B. Epigram, «<Oo i/tecti * t>hi<tpnn?6 1; |3>loi5»,** a My sorrow, oh Dermod 
CFlinn.** 

10. On the supposed death of Caihaoir M'Cabe, " 1f cprtig yio wife, 
ftgtff we « tb^ftfefto « «6ii§ no o^l/* " I om <afeemble» and in grief, 
after my friend," 

11. On Mn OGenor, of Bekaagaro, « go tedb ftf» too UidtioaV 

12. On Mrs. O'Conor, of Behmagaret «* 1f «i*n liow«fidec 4a ratfe," 
* 1 desire to treat at this time*" 

1*. On the death of his wife, Maty Jf aguire, « 1»cle«<ft; od bC^edS «« 
gjt&gfc 'fvtd. fcooaV " The intellect of firm, of >€rreeoa* and of Rome." 

14. Om O'Cooor Faly, « U<t Covert*)* wile f 1g n lednT " Q'Conot, a 
thousand iieahhi to yoW 

15. On the marriage of Conor O'Reilly with the daughter of O'More, 
begnmag « Mb Tpeijan oitfgwriAtfdle/' " TAereis a gift for thee, Oh good 
and beauteous fair." 

16. On Colonel Inrin, «• Bote* we tttftxrdiftt 5*10 fpfff " " I will go 
▼bit without delay." 

17. On Mrs. Cole, " If ftfwtMttfirtyl 'fdf f dm i," " She is generous and 
courteous*" 

18. On Miss Mac Neffl, * $0 twri>c 50'odile 1 Sganlotin," w My visit to 
Baltyscanian." 
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19. On Catherine Oulaghan, " Ztc leir> ojii\ ode ed6cjtom it fiubldn p$ 

20. On himself, « J*i ppjl mo fHkaH do pol CaBd," u There is not mjr 
like of the race of Eve." 

21. On O'Reilly of Oristown, " C<Sig£edjt mo feokd dg^f gleufcdji 
mo com6<ilcd bono." ' 

22. On Philip M'Brady, « pailce cu^Hb 4r\ mo 661I," * You are 
welcome to me." 

28. On Mrs. French, « 1f midrj ledm ld&dific <Ciyc 65 mo^oi," " I wish to 
speak on a young woman." 

24. On Mable Kelly, « Ce tfe d bpjl fe a Dgfy 60," " Whoever he be^ 
that is near thee." 

The songs of Plearaca na Ruarcach and Tigherna Mhuhgheo are also 
ascribed to. Carolan, but, we believe, improperly. 



A. D. 1T39. 
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ccclxi. Cathaoir M'Cabe, a native of, the cpunty of Cavan, apd a 
poet, the intimate friend and companion of O'Carolan, survived him for 
some time. He is said to have written several poems and songs, of which 
we know no more at present than the two following : 

1. A reply to Torlogh O'Carolan, who* had composed some ludicrous 
verses on him, beginning " JMi'l 6 g ail be petty *& cdp^ll 50 bun pMfc/utic," 
" There is not a man worth two horses from Gal way to Downpatrick." 

2. On the death of his friend O'Carolan, in which he particularises the 
year of his death. These few lines begin " ttirjedf f rodoiwe dd medf df 
Ddft cvff Dtcijte." 

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 



A. D. 1T40. 



ccclxii. Andrew M'Curtin, a wandering bard of the county of Clare, 
lived at this time, and conceiving himself neglected by the gentry of 
the country, he composed a poetic address to Donn of Duagh, or Donn 
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of the Sand Pitts, an imaginary being supposed to preside over the 
fairies of that part of the country. In this poem the bard begs that Donn 
will take him into his service, as he is deserted by mortals; and in his 
praising the hospitality of the Chief of the Fairies, he obliquely censures 
the parsimony of the gentlemen of the country. It begins " Ctaxj)rg<a> 
txmv) 6ifc <t bbouj n* bdibce," " Deep salutations to thee, oh Donn of 
the Sand-pits, (literally, of the Kieves or Vatts)." 

From the merits of this piece, we regret that we are not able to point 
out where any more of the effusions of its author are now to be found. 

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccclxiii. At this period also flourished the Bight Rev. Jam*s Gal- 
lagher, B. C. Bishop, first of Raphoe, and afterwards translated to 
Kildare. He received a part of his education in Paris, but finished his 
studies in Rome, where he was a member of the College de Propaganda 
fide. In the year 173d he published sixteen sermons in his native Ian- 
guage, which he reprinted at this time, with the addition of a seventeenth 
sermon, " On the Joys of Heaven/' These Sermons have gone through 
eighteen editions; the last of which was corrected, and prepared for 
press, by the author of this work. 



A. D. 1T42. 

ccclxiv. TeigeO'Neaghtan, or Norton, was a schoolmaster in Dublin, 
and a good Irish scholar. . We are indebted to him for the following 
productions; the most important of which is — 

1. An Irish- English Dictionary,, which he commenced on the 30th of 
May, 1734, and finished in the year 1739. This book is now in the 
library of Trinity College. 

2. A collation of the Punic Speech in Plautus, with the Irish. This 
tract, in the hand-writing of the author, is now in the library of 
William Monck Mason,. Esq. a Member of this Society. It is dated: 
12tSi August, 17i2, many years before General Vallancey published his- 
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Collation of that Speech, which first procured for him the reputation of 
an Irish scholar. 

: 3. A poem, consisting of twenty-four verses, beginning u bubHipz 
c»iocct)^ dig <t fictib mttoin," " Said a miser who had riches," on an old 
miser who gave a hen to a boy to carry to his house, instead of which the 
boy took it to his tomb* 

4. Thirty-two verses, by way of prophecy, beginning " flom do J^obltjc tt 
T>'Ciftii) chi)," " Before the Christmas in noble Erin*" 

5. Forty-four verses, on Betty Mearea, beginning u C<t 6eif e<tc6 poill* 
{ 1 5 e<t T t J* e 5^™/' " What beauty is illumined by the sun." 

6. Seventy-six verses, on the great frost, which commenced on Saint 
Stephen's day, 1739. This poem begins " CPd bi bjt&j jto m6ji gat) ceimioll," 
u If great woe were without a shade." 

7. A prayer, consisting of twenty-eight verses, beginning " 21 pMtytjc 
ndamta { a bjwg\b 6ei6gil,* " Oh holy Patrick, and white-toothed Bridget." 

8. An elegy on the death of Anne Tipper, ninety-six verses, begin- 
ning " Ocoo ! oc6» ! oc6td 1 n'eagotc P " Alas ! alas ! alas ! my cause of 
grief." 

9. A visit to Conn Magee, a student in Trinity College, forty-eight 
verses, beginning u Corj cjtoibe CDbac-^lobd ftm" " Conn of my heart, 
noble Magee." 

10. On the drunken folly of Dominick O'Quigly, seventy-two verses, 
beginning rc Cbompdin cjtoitf a br,6 mo com," u My heart's companion, my 
dear kinsman." 

11. On the recovery of Conn Magee from a fever, seventy-six verses, 
beginning u Cprfgtfil a bhe\ mufgal me!" " Awake, oh God! awake 
me." 

12. On the word Alleluja, thirty-two verses, beginning " bonQliUe- 
tiugcJibab tf <toib»e<if ," " In Alleluja is joy." 

13. On the death of Conn Magee, on the 9th of October, 1741, sixty- 
four verses, beginning "Ui dbeir) pirj ci<t bptjl Cor}," " Son of Eiden fair, 
where is Conn ?" 

14* Sorrows of Banbha (Ireland), one hundred and twenty-four verses, 
beginning " Cpifi OdnBd 4n bear) boct," " I am Banbha, the distressed 
female." 
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15. On the death of Esther Brasil, wife of George Ratigan, two hun- 
dred and eight verses, beginning " bif eifrift m bbjtedf dil b^ir)," " The 
death of fair Esther, daughter of O'Breasail." 

16. Twenty-eight verses against lust, beginning " baof <tn 6jttff gar) 
5ed» gtxn 5/un>," " Lechery is folly, without delight, without love." 

17. On the pride of the Irish nobility, two hundred and thirty-six 
verses, beginning "geilcwf, gteigil, Slbju, 65," " White-skinned, fair> 
beautiful, young." 

18. On the death of Cardinal Fleury, eighty-four verses, beginning 
< c CPicfij -gab wS/tfcdcc cldoibeaij Cfto," " Death destroys every desire of 
greatness." 

19. On the wickedness of the tongue, fifty-six verses, beginning 
" gi6 bdll bedg d» redi^a t<x," " Though the tongue be a small member." 

20. In praise of the tongue, fifty-six verses, beginning " 2l» bcul 
tierffttfif bjitoipa &e," " The mouth that delivers the words of God." 

21. Seventy-two verses in praise of a young woman of the name of 
O'Moore, beginning " f^dniilw laoigiy tj Q0b6|t&*." 

22. On the return of Francis O'Sullivan from London to Dublin, after 
taking his degree of Doctor of the Canon Law, thirty-six verses, begin- 
ning " 21 leafcjtdiS we leigced/t lirj," " In the books that are read by us." . 

23. On seeing an Englishman hanging on a tree, *' ftctc 60 cojtcto opz 
a c/toiij," " Increase to thy fruit, oh tree." 

24. A poem, beginning "CDoc roai6»e eift^e a ct;6," iC In the dawn of 
the morning arise, my love." 

25. Sixteen verses, made extempore whilst waiting for his father, in 
company with Catherine Cruise, to whom he was going to be married, 
beginning " fyb roo 6fon d mic Ge," " Be my protection, oh Son of 

God." 

Copies of the poems from No. 2 to No. 22, both included, are in the 
library of William Monck Mason, Esq. in the hand-writing of the author. 
Copies of the three last-mentioned poems, and most of the others, are 
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

ccclxv. Cotemporary with the last-mentioned writer, was the ReV. 
Andrew Donlevy, Superior of the Irish Community at Paris, who, in the 
year 1742, published, in that city, a Catechism in the Irish and English 
languages. 
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A. D. 1150. 

ccclxvi. At this time lived, far advanced in years, Hugh M'Curtin, 
•a native of the county of Clare, a Poet, Historian, Grammarian, and 
Lexicographer. We can at present give no larger account of this 
author's Irish works than is contained in the following list : 

1. An elegy on the death of Donogh O'Logblin, of Burren, in the 
county of Clare, seventy-two verses, beginning " Ca£ bboncdtfd if 6ol 
6douje," " The death of Donogh is the way of men." This was written 
in 1714. 

2. On the death of Lewis O'Brien, who died in France, in the year 
1715, sixty verses, beginning " 1oip6ct edfbcuS txt/t eijtirj," " Much is the 
loss to Erin." 

3. On the death of the Rev. Edmond O'Byrne, addressed to Teige 
O'Neaghtan, sixty-four verses, beginning " 21 Cb<*it>5 tj ^featedw Y* 
tXfiTjb rj<* hei5fi/' " Oh Teige O'Neaghtan, oh friend of the learned." 

4. On the ship of O'Loghlin, of Burren, twenty verses, beginning 
" Oecfijdij; *T) b&jtc blabfiirpe betilcurotd ," « Bless the nice-formed, well- 
fastened bark." 

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 

5. An English-Irish Dictionary and Grammar, in quarto, printed at 
Paris, in 1732. The Grammar had been published some years before, 
in duodecimo. By a poem, written by M'Curtin, and prefixed to the 
Dictionary, it would appear that that work was compiled by the Rev. 
Conor O'Begley, although the Title-page says it was the joint produc- 
tion of O'Begley and M'Curtin. This work has now become scarce* 
but there is a copy in the library of Trinity College, and other copies in 
possession of different members of this Society. 

ccclxvii. At this time flourished William buidhe O'Kiaran, of Oris- 
town, county of Meath. He was author of the following poems, and 
others to which we cannot now refer : 

1. On O'Reilly, of Baile Othra, or Oristown, beginning " QI15 ttdg- 
trtUc bhdile Oifi<H£." 
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2. On hi* wife, who, it appears by the poem, was continually railing 
at him, beginning " 1f Obaijt Sbfle Beit CI15 dbdjtttttb tx coitice ojtaro." 

3, A poem, beginning " ?l ZzaHzean tjd loc." 

ccclxviii. In this year were published proposals for printing an English, 
Irish, and Latin Dictionary, by a Mr. Crab, a school-master, of Ringsend, 
near Dublin. This book was never printed, but found its way into the 
library of the late General Vallancey, and at the sale of that gentleman's 
books, after his decease, was purchased for Doctor Adam Clarke, at the 
price of forty guineas. 

With this author we shall end this account of the writers of our 
country who have written in their native language. For, although several 
versifiers have appeared in later times, whose productions possess a 
considerable degree of merit, they are not to be compared to those of 
their predecessors, nor do they tend to elucidate the History, Manners, 
or Customs of ancient Ireland, and therefore do not come within the 
views of our Society. 

Of this latter description of the Poets and Writers of Ireland, we 
cannot, however, avoid mentioning the names of the few following : 

Denis M'Namara, a school-master, of the county of Waterford, who, 
about the year 1756, set off for the Newfoundland fishery, to better his 
fortune by labouring work, but being driven back, on the next day, by 
some adverse cause, returned to his old trade of teaching. On his return 
a Mr. Power, one of his patrons, humourously insisted on an account of 
his voyage. M'Namara complied, and wrote a mock ASneid, in which 
there are some lines by no means inferior to any of Virgil's. The shout 
of Charon, as described by the Irish bard, thus : 

" bo leig ye gdi/t 6f ijxb if beicetfc, 
" le prelim tt gota 60 cpxteabtji d* fpitXjitd 9 
" bo crdlcttJ d» fcjvrjije e y ctj/t Ipjtiorj geiro df." 

is, perhaps, superior to the Cyclops' roar of the Mantuan poet. 

Denis Mahonv, a lyric poet and satyrist, who lived in the city of 
Cork, about 1756. 
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Rev. John O'Brian, cotemporary with O'Mahony, a lyric poet, who 
wrote against O'Mahony. 

John M'Donald, better known by the name of Shane Cldragh, a good 
poet, who presided at the Munster Bardic Session, held at Charleville, in 
the county of Corke, iu 1755. 

William O'Brian, of Ros-na-Riogb, county Meath, who wrote some 
very excellent songs, lived about 1760. 

John Murphy, a distinguished Munster poet, who lived about the 
same period. 

Right Rev. Doctor John O'Brian, R. C. Bishop of Cloyne, author of 
an Irish-English Dictionary, printed at Paris in 1768. 

Michael Cumming, author of the " Adventures of Torlogh, son of 
Storn," a beautiful composition, written in elegant language, and in 
which the author shews himself a man well skilled in Universal History, 
Geography, &c. 

— >— MfeRRiMAN, author of the humorous and witty, though inde- 
cent poem of u Crjpz <Xr) weotfdii) oibce," or " The Midnight Court." 

Art M'Covey, of the Fews, county Armagh, author of some poems 
and songs. He was living in 1774. 

Cotemporary with M'Covey was M'Auliffe, a blacksmith, 

near Glanmire, county Corke, author of some poems, in one of which 
he describes the river Funshan in a storm, where his " Julian 5otac l<Ji6ijt 
d 5caitiom m 6torj," is not inferior to Homer's description of the rolling 
waves, in the 4th Book of the Iliad. 

John Toomey, a Munster poet, who lived about 1790. 

Patrick O'Brian, of New Grange, near Slane, county of Meath, 
lived in 1700; was author of several good songs, &c. 

To these might be added the names of Pierce Fitzgerald, Donald 
O'Brien, Timothy O'Sullivan, and several others, whose compositions 
display, in smoothly- flowing verses, much fancy and poetic talent. 
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In addition to the works we have now described, whose authors we 
know, there are great quantities of other works, still extant, whose 
authors are unknown or forgotten ; they consist of Laws, Annals, Chro- 
nicles, Poetry, Divinity, Astronomy, Medicine, and other branches of 
Literature, and tend to exhibit the skill of the ancient Irish in the Arts 
and Sciences, and to elucidate the History and Antiquities of our country. 
A description and account of those documents, it is intended, shall 
occupy some future Number of the Transactions of the Iberno-Celtic 
Society. 



END OF PART I. 




A. 0*NEIL, Printer, Cfcincery-Xtne, Dublin. 
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